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MARCH PROGRAM
By Shirley Koelling
Show And Tell
March 14
After having our annual “Show and Tell”
in July for the last two years, it has been
returned to its regular spot on the
calendar. Here is your opportunity to
bring in that historic object or document
that you were so excited to find. Or
maybe you have a story to tell about a
new relative that you have found. Last
year was one of our best Show and Tell
programs in many years. Come and join
us on March 14 even if you do not have
something to show and see if we can
outdo 2019. ■

LIBRARY HOURS
3000 West 170th Place
Hazel Crest, Illinois
708-335-3340
(door at west end of municipal building)
Ring library doorbell for access.
Monday:

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Tuesday:

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday:

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Thursday:

CLOSED

Friday:

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturdays:
1st & 2nd
11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
3rd, 4th, & 5th CLOSED
Sunday:

CLOSED

FEBRUARY PROGRAM
SUMMARY
By Donna Work
Genealogy Pit Stop
Research in 15-Minute
Increments
Our February meeting featured a
webinar by Thomas MacEntee on how
to do meaningful research in a short
period of time. What is required is a
sense of focus and tools that show
where you started and where you left
off.
To-Do Lists and Research Logs help to
keep you focused. MacEntee suggests
you create a research toolbox with
bookmarks and links for favorite
websites and online resources. Other
useful tools include lists of name
variations, tombstone and calendar
calculators, and calculators of
relationship and currency value. The
To-Do List defines the research
question, when you started and where
you left off. The Research Log is
where you record and abstract the
information from each record you have
examined, with a citation about where
you found it. This keeps you from
going over material you have already
seen. Information in a new document
may prove the research question, but it
may also be mined for other proof
points that can be tracked. Remember,
every question answered creates a new
question!!

February Issue Note:
The TV Show Review is titled
“The Repair Shop”.

MacEntee’s website, http://
abundantgenealogy.com , is an excellent
research tool for anyone serious about
their family history! He has provided a
long list of free genealogy sources to
help with your family research. You will
find free videos about using technology
(e.g. Evernote and Facebook) for your
research, postings about discounts for
DNA and subscription sites, and notices
about upcoming free webinars. ■
__________________

THE WRITERS’ GROUP
By Carole Magnuson
The Writers’ Group will meet Thursday,
February 20, 1:00-3:00 p.m.; Thursday,
March 12, 1:00-3:00 p.m.; and Saturday,
April 25, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. All are

SSGHS Library is a
FamilySearch Affiliate
Library
As a FamilySearch Affiliate Library,
the SSGHS Research Library gives
you onsite access to more than two
billion digitized records, including 400
million images not currently available
to the public outside an Affiliate
Library or a FamilySearch Family
History Center. In addition, you get the
helpful assistance of SSGHS volunteer
library staff.
Information on FamilySearch Affiliate
Libraries is at https://
www.familysearch.org/blog/en/
familysearch-affiliate-library-faq/?
cid=bl-fsb-8385
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S S G H S News
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a
benefit of membership, published
monthly by South Suburban
Genealogical & Historical Society.
SSGHS and the Society’s library serves
south Cook and east Will Counties,
Illinois. We are an Illinois not-for-profit
corporation and a 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt
Organization.
Telephone: (708) 335-3340
Web Address: http://www.ssghs.org
E-mail: info@ssghs.org
Research fee for a Librarian — $20/hour
(see website for Research Policy).
The Annual Membership year
runs from September 1, 2019 through
August 31, 2020. Dues are:
 Individual
$30.00
 Library or Society $30.00
 Family (two people at same address)
$35.00
 Contributing
$40.00
 Supporting
$55.00
General Membership & Program
Meetings are held the second Saturday
of each month, except December and
January, at the Society’s headquarters,
3000 West 170th Place, Hazel Crest, in
the Municipal Center building, which is
located between Dixie Highway and
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of
175th Street via California Avenue.
Newsletter submission deadline is each
board meeting. We do not assume
responsibility for errors, though we will
attempt to correct them.
SSGHS News
3000 West 170th Place
Hazel Crest IL 60429-1174
Co-Presidents:
Patricia Higgins — pattyinfo@att.net
Kathy Wellington-Nassios —
ssghskathy@aol.com
Editor:
Mike Wolski — mwpullman@aol.com

RETURNING TO MY
ROOTS – PART ONE
By Arthur Melville Pearson
When I moved to Pullman in 1996, I
knew next to nothing about my
grandfather. Carl Emil Pearson was
born somewhere in Sweden. He once
worked for Pullman. According to his
headstone in Homewood Memorial
Gardens, he died in 1945 – long before
I was born. In fact, he died when my
father was still a kid, which explains
why my dad does not recall much about
him. The only remembrance we
inherited was a single photograph – it
reveals a walrus-mustached man in
worn worker’s clothing, seated on a
porch with a wife and two children.
Thank goodness for Jan Helge – then
affiliated with the Historic Pullman
Foundation – who let me know about
the Pullman collection at the South
Suburban Genealogical and Historical
Society. I submitted my search form
and was rewarded with a treasure trove
of information. My grandfather’s
Pullman company work records reveal
he was born May 1, 1863 and
emigrated to the United States in May
1888. Within a month he had made his
way to Pullman and was hired for a
“few days” repairing the foundry roof.
He next hired on for a “few weeks” as a
laborer in the lumber yard before
working his way up to car builder.
During his first five years with the
company, he worked an average of 37
weeks per year. In 1891, he married
Anna Charlotta Johnson. A year later,
they had a child, Nana Emelie Elenora
Pearson. They lived at 10718 S.
Langley Avenue, in a beautiful row
house. America was making good on
its promise as the Land of Opportunity.
A year later, tragedy struck. Carl Emil
was among the ⅓ of the Pullman
workforce laid off in the events that led
to the landmark labor strike of 1894.
Three months after losing his job, his
wife was killed by a train near
Kensington Station at 115th Street.

George Pullman, embittered by the strike
and its aftermath, died in 1897. The
company survived and flourished under
its next president, Robert Todd Lincoln.
Carl Emil returned to work in Pullman in
1900. He worked as a joiner, an inside
finisher, a cabinet maker, and was
regularly “dropped” and “rehired” as
work was available. Some years were
flush with work, others, not so much. He
married a second time to Anna Brita
Anderson, seated next to him in the only
photo we have of my grandfather. Anna
bore three sons, two of whom are
included in the photo: Alfred Kinley and
Bror Mattis. Per Oscar would come
along soon after.

Carl Emil became a US citizen in 1902,
according to the naturalization papers in
his Pullman file. Soon thereafter, he
moved his family to the south suburbs, to
East Hazel Crest, where census records
reveal he owned his own home. He would
have taken the IC back and forth to work
in Pullman. Beginning in 1916, he would
have been joined by son, Bror, whose
own Pullman records reveal he received
permission from Warren Palm
Elementary School – where I attended
first grade – to start working at the age of
14. A few years later, they would be
joined on their commute by the eldest
brother, Alfred, who ended up working
for Pullman for nearly fifty years, retiring
as Chief Clerk. In 1920, Carl Emil’s
second wife died of cancer. →→
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He remarried in 1924 to Hulda Victoria
Johnson, who bore two more sons –
Clarence “Whitey” Emil, and Arthur “the
Swede” Melville. My dad.
In 1929, the nation was hit by the Great
Depression. My grandfather managed to
hang on at Pullman a while, working
sporadically as a janitor and a night
watchman. However, it was not enough
to keep food on the table. His file
includes several tallies of assistance from
the company and the Homewood
Committee on Unemployment and
Relief. Finally, in 1933, at the age of 70,
with defective vision – noted in his file –
he retired. After working for the
Pullman company nearly 40 years his
final timecard was stamped “NonPensionable Service.”
I believe part of the reason my dad does
not remember much about his early years
– or talk about them much – is that they
were hard times. In 1940, the census
reveals my grandfather’s total household
income for the year was $300, which is
as little as it sounds. In today’s dollars,
that is $5,500. Unable to keep current
with the mortgage, he lost the house and
became a renter again.
Carl Emil passed away the week before
Christmas, in December 1945. His
surviving wife, my grandmother, lived
with us until she passed away when I was
seven years old. I do not remember
much about her, though my mother likes
to tell the story that she was quite the
card sharp – apparently my grandmother
taught me how to count ace, deuce, trey
before I could count one, two, three.
The information in my grandfather’s
company file is invaluable. It helps me
better imagine his life as I walk the
streets of historic Pullman – the same
streets he first walked 132 years ago. It
helps me to have something to discuss
with him when I visit his grave. It helps
me to understand and appreciate my
parents even more. As a kid, my dad
lived through what it meant to work for a
company your entire life, then be cut
loose with no pension, no medical
coverage, no safety net of any kind.

After a stint in the Navy during the
Korean War, my dad eventually landed
a job with Illinois Bell Telephone
company. Both he and my mom
worked hard for Ma Bell their entire
careers. They joined the union. They
participated in the company stock
program. In retirement, their pensions
are secure, they have health insurance
for life, they receive Social Security.
The promise of America fulfilled.
Ironically, we live in an age in which
unions are under assault. That is
another reason I love living in
Pullman, dedicated by President
Obama as a National Monument in
2015. Among the stories being
interpreted in the National Park
Service Visitor Center, due to open in
the historic Clock Tower Building on
Labor Day 2021, is labor history.
Pullman – the cradle of the nation’s
labor movement – is the perfect place
for us to remember that it was not all
that long ago when workers like my
grandfather had zero protections.
Pullman is the perfect place for us to
engage in a robust national discussion
about the age-old struggle between
capital and labor and our ongoing quest
to achieve dignity, security and a living
wage for the majority of working
Americans. In Part Two: more records
lead me back to Sweden. Twice.
SSGHS member Arthur Melville
Pearson has restored two historic
rowhouses in Pullman. As the longtime co-chair of the Beman Committee
of the Pullman Civic Organization, he
pioneered a financial incentive
program to help homeowners restore
the façades of their historic homes and
led the effort to document the original
façades elements of 600 units of
housing in South Pullman. He was
part of the local leadership team that
worked with the National Parks
Conservation Association to achieve
National Monument status in 2015. He
was the founding board president of
PullmanArts, a co-developer of the
Pullman Artspace Lofts, which opened
in 2019. →→

MARCH CALENDAR
Saturday, March 7
SSGHS Library open
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 8
Daylight Saving Time begins.
SSGHS Library closed.
Tuesday, March 10
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting
at 7:00 p.m. — All members welcome.
SSGHS Library open
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 12
Writer’s Group, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
SSGHS Library closed.
Saturday, March 14
10:00 a.m.—General Membership Meeting.
Program: Show And Tell.
SSGHS Library open
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 17
St. Patrick’s Day.
SSGHS Library open
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 19
St. Joseph’s Day.
First Day of Spring.
SSGHS Library closed.
Saturdays, March 21 & 28
SSGHS Library closed. ■

_________________________________
For more information, go to
www.arthurmelvillepearson.com. ■
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Langley Avenue, c.1880s, Town of Pullman.
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WHAT’S NEW

IN THE LIBRARY
________________________________
Family Treasure: the Fascinating
Account of an Immigrant Ancestry;
Peters, Curtis H. [2016].
F H PETERS
Family Treasures : 15 lessons, tips, and
tricks for discovering your family history; Ewell, Barry J. [2012].
929.1 EWE
Family Tree Cemetery Field Guide :
How To Find, Record, & Preserve Your
Ancestors' Graves; Neighbors, Jay
[2017].
929.1 NEI
FamilyTree Historical Atlas of American
Cities : 1800-1920; Dolan, Allison
[2017].
911.73 DOL
Farming in Mansfield 1690 to 1955;
Staebner, Alfred [1977].
974.64 H-STA
Frederick County, Virginia Marriage
Bonds; Hackett, Joan D. [1992].
929975.599 D-HAC

Four Generations of the Descendants of
John Webster of Ipswich, Ma. in 1635;
Pimental, Cecile N. [1984].
F H WEBSTER
Finding Your Famous & Infamous
Ancestors : Uncover The Celebrities,
Rogues, And Royals In Your Family
Tree; McClure, Rhonda R. [c2003].
929.1 MCC
Flossmoor; Kabbes, Elise D. [1999].
977.3168 H-KAB
Foreign versions, variations, and
diminutives of English names : Foreign
equivalents of United States military
and civilian titles; United States, Immigration and Naturalization Service
[1973].
418.02 US-INS
Funeral Home and Cemetery Directory
2015; [2014].
393 FUN
Genealogical dictionary of New
England; Savage, James [2005].
CD974 D-SAV
Genealogists' Magazine : Journal of the
Society of Genealogists; [1909].
942 P-GEN
Genealogist's U.S. History Pocket
Reference; Hendrickson, Nancy [2013].
973 HEN
■

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:
March 14 – Show and Tell.
April 18 – “Pandemics, Epidemics,
and Diseases” by Peg Kapustiak.
May 9 – SSGHS Birthday –
“Terminal City: Chicago’s
Passenger Stations in the Golden
Era of Rail” by David Clark.
June 13 – “Chicago Catholics”
by Ginger Frere.
July 11 – “DNA Painter”
by Jason Kruski.
August 8 – “WPA” Kathryn Barrett.
September 12 – “Geology is Destiny
—across the Chicago Portage; a
Story of Glaciers, Voyageurs, and
Carp!” by David Dolak
October 10 – “Mayflower
Anniversary” by Jenny Warner.
November 14 – “Boots on the
Ground: Using Archives to Trace
Your Veteran Ancestor”
by Tina Beaird.

