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Pandemics and Epidemics 
 

April 18 
 

Pandemics, Epidemics, and Diseases 
throughout the years – Look at impacts 
on your family – Ideas, websites, and 
sources, with how-to’s on how your 
family has been impacted.  A series of 
deaths in a very short time? – the 
Influenza of 1918 is the most well-
known example – but there are more.  
This is an especially relevant topic today! 
 
Our scheduled April 18 meeting will 
not take place at the society.  We are 
investigating remote options, and if we 
decide to have the program online, we 
will notify everyone. 
 
Margaret (Peg) M. Kapustiak, 
genealogy writer and speaker and 
SSGHS board member, has returned to 
the Chicago area after living in Hong 
Kong and Singapore for four years.  She 
is a second or third generation member of 

MARCH SUMMARY 
By Donna Work 

 
Show n Tell Is Always My Favorite! 

 
Patty Higgins wants everyone to know 
you should never give up!  For a long 
time she could not find her GF’s third 
marriage record until she plugged into 
the familysearch.org records.  The 
original document also recorded names 
of the children from previous marriages.   

Shirley Koelling showed off a family 
photo Christmas Card from 1928 (who 
knew?) of her father and his sister. 

Dana Gordon emphasized the importance 
of newspaper databases for African-
American research.  There were 
independently owned “black” news-
papers in communities all over America.  
Researching in Huntsville Alabama, she 
located an 1893 story about an ancestor’s 
7 year old “Anniversary Party,” listing 
the guests and the gifts. 

Karen Flieth-Hyatte showed pictures of a 
trip to Germany her father had made with 
his grandfather in 1960.  One was the 
tombstone of a Luftwaffe pilot who went 
missing in WW 2.  The pictures were not 
labeled, but Ken Carlborg was able to 
use a road sign in one picture to locate 
the possible town.  

Laurie Coolidge brought a stone, set in 
silver, button found rattling around in a 
buffet when she was closing her mother’s 
house.  The button was engraved with the 
year 1769 from G Smethurst to B 
Marston.  Her research discovered that 
Marston was a Loyalist in the 
Revolutionary War.  A sister of Marston 
married into her family line and the 
button came to light in Homewood, Ill. 
250 years later! 

Carole Magnuson relayed a painful tale 
of waking up to a computer crash.  She 
fortunately stored on the cloud. 

CONT PG 4... 

several genealogical and historical 
societies.  Prior to her move she was 
President of Tinley Moraine 
Genealogists, Executive Board member 
of Ridge Historical Society in the 
Beverly Hills & Morgan Park 
neighborhoods of Chicago, and 
Volunteer Librarian at our library.  For 
30 years she has researched family 
lines in the Chicago area, the Midwest, 
New England, and New York state plus 
in Europe, where she lived for five 
years.  She worked as a Health Care 
Executive for over twenty years, prior 
to moving to England and as an 
Instructor at Northern Illinois 
University for five semesters, prior to 
moving to Hong Kong.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Donna Work 
 

The 2020-21 Slate of Officers:  
Larry McClellan, Interim President 
Donna Work, V. P. for Membership 
Shirley Koelling, Vice President for 

Programming 
Laurie Coolidge, Recording Secretary 

Mary Ann Boggs, Treasurer 
Susan Blaine Williams, 
Corresponding Secretary 

Patty Higgins, Director 2020-2023 
 
We are still in need of two volunteers 
to join the Board as Directors.  Please 
consider helping the Society as we 
move forward.  The Board meets on 
Tuesday before the 2nd Saturday each 
month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the 
SSGHS Library.  Terms start May.  ■ 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
3000 West 170th Place 

Hazel Crest, Illinois 
708-335-3340 

(door at west end of municipal building) 
Ring library doorbell for access. 

 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:     1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday:   CLOSED 

Friday:  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 
  1st & 2nd 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  3rd, 4th, & 5th CLOSED 

Sunday: CLOSED 

 

Arthur Melville Pearson  
Series Continues... 

  
Part 2 of 3 . . . See pages 2-3 



For anyone searching their Swedish 
roots, knowing where your forebears 
came from is pure gold.  For centuries, 
the Lutheran Church – the official state 
religion of Sweden until 2000 – kept 
excellent records down to the parish 
level.  Through a combination of 
Ancestry, Family Search, and 
ArkivDigital (online Swedish records), I 
managed to track my grandfather’s 
birthplace to the parish of Bräkne-Hoby, 
situated in Blekinge, the second smallest 
cultural province in Sweden, found along 
its southern coast. 
 
Carl Emil was the youngest of five 
children, born to Pehr Sonesson and 

Anna Mattisdotter.  At the age of 19, my 
grandfather spent two years at an 
agricultural school, preparing for life as a 
farmer.  However, as the youngest of five 
he had no chance of inheriting the family 
farm.  So, Carl Emil became the first in 
his extended family to leave for America.  
He left at the height of the Great 
Migration, a fifteen-year period between 
1879 and 1893 in which one in five 
Swedes emigrated to the United States. 
 
In 2014, my wife and I made our first trip 
to Sweden.  We found the church →→ 
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S S G H S News 
 
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a 
benefit of membership, published 
monthly by South Suburban 
Genealogical & Historical Society.  
SSGHS and the Society’s library serves 
south Cook and east Will Counties, 
Illinois.  We are an Illinois not-for-profit 
corporation and a 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt 
Organization. 
 

Telephone:  (708) 335-3340 
Web Address:  http://www.ssghs.org 

E-mail:  info@ssghs.org 
 
Research fee for a Librarian — $20/hour  
(see website for Research Policy). 
 
The Annual Membership year     
runs from September 1, 2019 through 
August 31, 2020.  Dues are: 

 Individual   $30.00 

 Library or Society $30.00 

 Family (two people at same address)
   $35.00  

 Contributing  $40.00 

 Supporting  $55.00 
 
General Membership & Program 
Meetings are held the second Saturday 
of each month, except December and 
January, at the Society’s headquarters, 
3000 West 170th Place, Hazel Crest, in 
the Municipal Center building, which is 
located between Dixie Highway and 
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of 
175th Street via California Avenue. 
 
Newsletter submission deadline is each 
board meeting.  We do not assume 
responsibility for errors, though we will 
attempt to correct them.   

 
SSGHS News 

3000 West 170th Place 
Hazel Crest  IL  60429-1174  

 

Co-Presidents:  
Patricia Higgins — pattyinfo@att.net 

Kathy Wellington-Nassios — 
ssghskathy@aol.com 

 
Editor:  

Mike Wolski — mwpullman@aol.com 

RETURNING TO MY 
ROOTS – PART TWO 
By Arthur Melville Pearson 

 

In Part One, the Pullman records at 
SSGHS launched me on a journey of 
discovery about my grandfather, Carl 
Emil Pearson.  In Part Two, the journey 
continues through more records and 
two trips to Sweden. 
 
Once again, Jan Helge was a big help.  
Knowing my grandfather was born in 
Sweden, she reviewed the membership 
lists of the Evangelical Lutheran Elim 
Church of Chicago, housed at SSGHS.  

Elim was established in 1886 to meet 
the needs of Pullman’s growing 
Swedish population – by 1890, there 
were more foreign-born Swedes living 
in Pullman than any other ethnic group.  
Jan found an entry for “Person, Carl 
Emil.”  Not unusual for the last name to 
be spelled differently, but the birth date 
of May 1, 1863 confirms this was my 
grandfather.  The record contains two 
additional, vital bits of information: 
“Blek and Hoby.” 
 

Photo courtesy of A. M. Pearson.  Arthur 
Melville Pearson and his cousin Mia 
Karlsson, taken at Hakarp—one of the 
historic homesteads of their forebears. 
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In an effort to keep our community 
healthy and safe, and to help reduce the 
spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19), our Library will be closed and all 
meetings cancelled until April 
30th.  Please check back for updates.  
 
Volunteers will still be checking emails. 
 
Tuesday, April 7 
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting  
at 7:00 p.m. — T.B.D. 
SSGHS Library closed.   
 
Sunday, April 12 
Happy Easter! 
SSGHS Library closed.   
_________________________________ 

 

  

APRIL CALENDAR 

photos and other mementos, back and 
forth, filling in gaps in our shared 
family tree.  Among the things Mia 
was hoping to learn was the fate of two 
of her great aunts, who emigrated to 
America.  Back home, I tracked them 
down to Pullman, where they spent 
time with my grandfather.  This, in 
turn, surfaced yet another close 
relative, with descendants living close 
by in Chicago—about which I will tell 
you in Part Three. 

 
SSGHS member Arthur Melville 
Pearson has restored two historic 
rowhouses in Pullman.  As the long-
time co-chair of the Beman Committee 
of the Pullman Civic Organization, he 
pioneered a financial incentive 
program to help homeowners restore 
the façades of their historic homes and 
led the effort to document the original 
façades elements of 600 units of 
housing in South Pullman.  He was 
part of the local leadership team that 
worked with the National Parks 
Conservation Association to achieve 
National Monument status in 2015.  He 
was the founding board president of 
PullmanArts, a co-developer of the 
Pullman Artspace Lofts, which opened 
in 2019.  For more information, go to 
arthurmelvillepearson.com.  ■ 

__________________ 

where my great grandparents are buried, 
but could not find their actual grave until 
we happened to meet someone who 
worked for the Swedish agency that 
monitors family burials.  She looked up 
the names of my relatives and showed us 
to the gravesite.  In Sweden, graves are 
meticulously maintained.  Curiously, the 
grave of my great grandparents was in 
bad shape, assumedly because no living 
relatives remained to tend it.  I spent a 
few hours pulling weeds, cleaning the 
headstone, and planting flowers. 
 
Fast forward to our second trip in 2018.  
Thanks to Shirley Koelling, a volunteer 
at SSGHS and the Swedish-American 
Museum, I discovered I had living 
relatives in Sweden.  Mia Karlsson is my 
second cousin, once removed.  She is 
descended from Johanna Persdotter, 
sister to my grandfather, Carl Emil 
Pearson.  When we met at the gravesite 
of our shared relatives – Pehr Sonesson 
and Anna Mattisdotter – Mia shared the 
story that her mother, still living, 
frequently visited the grave but was too 
old to care for it.  She was surprised one 
day to find that someone had tidied it up.  
That someone had been me. Small world. 
 
Mia and I met another relative, Vanja 
Stjernberg, who is a master genealogist.  
She took us inside the church to meet 
Peder Torbjörnsson.  He is buried in a 
place of high honor – in the center aisle, 
before the altar.  His elaborately carved 
floor stone reveals he was a shoemaker 
who was appointed by the king as the 
sheriff of the parish – a position he held 
for 36 years, before his death in 1651. 
 
Vanja also toured Mia and me around to 
a cluster of historicfarmsteads inhabited 
by our forebears.  Among them was 
Anneberg – a beautiful farm, a mere 
stone’s throw from the Baltic Sea, where 
my grandfather was born and raised. 
Swedish hospitality is second to none.  
Cousin Mia, her husband Lars-Olof and 
daughters Jeanette and Emelie, along 
with Mia’s parents, Brita and Harald, 
welcome us into their homes and their 
hearts.  We keep in close touch, sharing 

 

SSGHS Library is a 
FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library  
 

As a FamilySearch Affiliate Library, 
the SSGHS Research Library gives 
you onsite access to more than two 
billion digitized records, including 400 
million images not currently available 
to the public outside an Affiliate  
Library or a FamilySearch Family  
History Center. In addition, you get the 
helpful assistance of SSGHS volunteer 
library staff.  Information on affiliated 
Libraries:  https://www.familysearch. 
org/blog/en/familysearch-affiliate-
library-faq/?cid=bl-fsb-8385 

 

NEEDED! 
 
SSGHS needs some computer mice 
to use with our laptop computers 
and if anyone has an old USB 
mouse that they can donate, we 
would gladly accept it! 

 

LIBRARY! 
 
The library is currently closed due 
to Covid 19 thru April 30th.   
 
At that time, the Board will re-
assess to determine if it will remain 
closed and meetings can-
celled.  Please watch our website 
and facebook page for updates.  
Always call the library before you 
come.  
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SHOW AND TELL Cont... 
 

Ken Carlborg told a story about visiting 
Oakwood Cemetery where many of his 
relatives are and discovering three, previ-
ously unknown, children who died within 
three weeks of each other of diptheria. 

Dave Ryan told a story of tradition car-
ried on by his Irish for three generations. 
His parents married Thanksgiving, 1948; 
grandparents married Thanksgiving, 
1926; and great grandparents in 1900.  
Wedding dresses and rings passed down. 

Donna Work talked about Thru Lines on 
ancestry DNA.  They led her to an 8th 
GGF, Sussex Cammack, an English Puri-
tan Pirate!  He was the first man to plant 
the English Jack on land in Nicaragua in 
1630.  Ordered to “preserve the true wor-
ship of God and repress sin,” he was not 
a very successful pirate, he delivered a 
new “silk” grass flax to the King, rather 
than Spanish gold.  His island base in 
Providencia was too far West to capture 
the Spanish galleons coming out of Cart-
agena and Maricaibo to the East.  

Paula Malak was researching her daugh-
ter-in-law’s family tree and found a pub-
lished Bounds family history.  She re-
minded us all that such books are  invalu-
able in family research. 

Eugene Korzenko inherited a large col-
lection of family pictures from a maiden 
aunt, including wedding photos and 

school graduations.  He was also given 
an uncle’s wood handled golf clubs.  A 
successful traveling salesman, his uncle 
had collected postcards on his road 
trips. 

Linda Swisher told of losing her father 
Herrick’s line in 1850, knowing only 
that he was a coach driver, born in New 
York and married in Washington 
County, Penn.  But researching on 
Internet Archive produced a History of 
the National Pike, written in 1870, that 
referenced her ancestor and put into 
context the important role the coach 
driver played in early transportation of 
goods and persons.  Today they are still 
teamsters, the horses are long gone. 

Greg Robinson received from his sister 
his 3rd GGF’s original marriage certifi-
cate that was copied in duplicate in Jan 
1839 and the original indenture of 40 
acres of land purchased by him and his 
new bride in Clinton County, Mich. 

Doreen Gordon brought two large  
family portraits.  The first was of her 
father’s large family in the living room 
of their home in Chicago in 1932.  Her 
father was the youngest child.  The 
other was a similar family portrait of 
her father’s father and his parents and 
siblings in 1888.  It is the family that 
knits and keeps us together.  God Bless.  

Refreshments were provided by Linda 
Swisher and Eugene Korzenko.  ■ 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

April 18 – “Pandemics, Epidemics,  
   and Diseases” by Peg Kapustiak. 

Location or online to be 
announced via www.ssghs.org. 

 
May 9 –  SSGHS Birthday –  
   “Terminal City:  Chicago’s  
   Passenger Stations in the Golden  
   Era of Rail” by David Clark. 
 
June 13 – “Chicago Catholics”  
   by Ginger Frere. 
 
July 11 – “DNA Painter”  
   by Jason Kruski. 
 
August 8 – “WPA” Kathryn Barrett. 
 
September 12 – “Geology is Destiny  
   —across the Chicago Portage; a  
   Story of Glaciers, Voyageurs, and  
   Carp!” by David Dolak 
 
October 10 – “Mayflower    
   Anniversary” by Jenny Warner. 
 
November 14 – “Boots on the 
   Ground:  Using Archives to Trace 
   Your Veteran Ancestor”  
   by Tina Beaird. 

 

 


