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WHILE WE HAVE BEEN 
AT HOME 

By Laurie Coolidge 
 
While we have been staying at home, the 
building where the Society is located has 
been undergoing construction.  The 
Hazel Crest Municipal Center moved to a 
new building last fall.  The Police 
Department is remaining in the old 
building.  The building is being 
remodeled for them.  The floor and 
ceiling tiles have been removed, but 
nothing has changed in our space.  We 
are anxious for the “Shelter in Place” 
order to be over, so that we get back to 
“normal”.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

MAY PROGRAM 
 

Meeting  
and  

Program 
Cancelled 

■ 

A NOTE FROM...  
Larry McClellan 

 
To friends and colleagues in the SSGHS: 
 
As you may know, I have been asked to 
serve as Interim President for the Board.  
As we transition over the next few 
months, I am glad to have an opportunity 
to serve with you.  Of course, we had no 
idea that our daily lives and interests 
would become so complicated with the 
pandemic, but I am confident that 
together we will sort out what this means 
for the SSGHS.  In fact, this may end up 
becoming an interesting time for stay-at-
home research on our families and 
communities.  AND we will be figuring 
out how our resources and the library can 
be most accessible and useful. 
 
Although not super active with SSGHS, I 
have been a member for close to 50 
years!  After finishing my graduate work 
at the University of Chicago, I was 
invited to help create Governors State 
University.  I did not really plan on it but 
ended up spending 30 years at GSU.  
Along the way, I became involved with 
community and history projects all over 
the south suburbs, including leadership 
with the South Suburban Heritage 
Association.  In addition, I served as a 
pastor for congregations in several 
communities, and as mayor of Park 
Forest South in the 1970s.  Some of you 
may recall that for ten years, I authored a 
regional history column for the Star 
Newspapers.  I have completed two 
books on the Underground Railroad and 
am working on three new manuscripts, 
one of the Underground RR and two on 
the history of the south suburbs. 
 
I am really looking forward to working 
with the leadership of the SSGHS and 
hope to have opportunities to connect 
with many of you over the next year.  ■ 

NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Donna Work 
 

UPDATE:   
Since a meeting of the membership (for 
non-profit organizations) is required 
and the current bylaws do not permit 
mail-in ballots or proxy voting, a 
membership meeting will be needed for 
the Nominating Committee to present a 
slate, to take nominations from the 
floor with consent, and for the 
members to elect the slate to officially 
start.  The current election is on hold 
until the next possible General 
Membership Meeting, possibly in June.  
Notification will be via the newsletter.  
Meanwhile, interim and current officers 
and directors will retain their positions. 
 

The 2020-21 Slate of Officers:  
Larry McClellan, Interim President 
Donna Work, V. P. for Membership 
Shirley Koelling, Vice President for 

Programming 
Laurie Coolidge, Recording Secretary 

Mary Ann Boggs, Treasurer 
Susan Blaine Williams, 
Corresponding Secretary 

Patty Higgins, Director 2020-2023 
 
We are still in need of two volunteers 
to join the Board as Directors.  Please 
consider helping the Society as we 
move forward.  The Board meets on 
Tuesday before the 2nd Saturday each 
month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the 
SSGHS Library.  Terms are from May 
to May (normally).  ■ 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
3000 West 170th Place 

Hazel Crest, Illinois 
708-335-3340 

(door at west end of municipal building) 
Ring library doorbell for access. 

 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:     1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday:   CLOSED 

Friday:  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 
  1st & 2nd 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  3rd, 4th, & 5th CLOSED 

Sunday: CLOSED 

 

Arthur Melville Pearson  
Series Continues... 

  
Part 3 of 3 . . . See pages 2-3 



Pullman, staying with their cousin, Sigrid 
Bernardina Jönsdotter.  Sigrid arrived a 
few years earlier and stayed with her 
cousin – my grandfather – Carl Emil 
Pearson.  There, she met her husband, 
who worked in the machine shop of 
Pullman, and became Sigrid Bladholm. 
 
Sigrid and her husband eventually moved 
to Minnesota, but some of their 
descendants found their way back to 
Chicago.  A little more sleuthing led to 
my discovery of two cousins living 
within a half hour drive from Pullman. 
Even more astonishing is the passion we 
share for making art glass. Sharon 
Bladholm, the founder of Opal Glass 
Studio, has undertaken major 
commissions for original design and 
restoration work throughout the 
Chicagoland area.  Her brother, Eric 
Bladholm, founded Chicago Glassworks, 
one of the area’s premier glass blowing 
facilities.  Unlike my cousins, I do not 
make my living through glass work, but I 
have made more than 40 original art glass 
works for my home in Pullman. 
→→ 
 
Photo courtesy of Arthur Melville Pearson. 
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S S G H S News 
 
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a 
benefit of membership, published 
monthly by South Suburban 
Genealogical & Historical Society.  
SSGHS and the Society’s library serves 
south Cook and east Will Counties, 
Illinois.  We are an Illinois not-for-profit 
corporation and a 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt 
Organization. 
 

Telephone:  (708) 335-3340 
Web Address:  http://www.ssghs.org 

E-mail:  info@ssghs.org 
 
Research fee for a Librarian — $20/hour  
(see website for Research Policy). 
 
The Annual Membership year     
runs from September 1, 2019 through 
August 31, 2020.  Dues are: 

 Individual   $30.00 

 Library or Society $30.00 

 Family (two people at same address)
   $35.00  

 Contributing  $40.00 

 Supporting  $55.00 
 
General Membership & Program 
Meetings are held the second Saturday 
of each month, except December and 
January, at the Society’s headquarters, 
3000 West 170th Place, Hazel Crest, in 
the Municipal Center building, which is 
located between Dixie Highway and 
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of 
175th Street via California Avenue. 
 
Newsletter submission deadline is each 
board meeting.  We do not assume 
responsibility for errors, though we will 
attempt to correct them.   

 
SSGHS News 

3000 West 170th Place 
Hazel Crest  IL  60429-1174  

 

Co-Presidents:  
Patricia Higgins — pattyinfo@att.net 

Kathy Wellington-Nassios — 
ssghskathy@aol.com 

 
Editor:  

Mike Wolski — mwpullman@aol.com 

RETURNING TO MY 
ROOTS – PART THREE 
By Arthur Melville Pearson 

 

In Parts One and Two, I chronicled 
how the Pullman records helped me 
track down my grandfather’s family 
ties to Pullman and Sweden.  In this 
third and final part, the journey leads to 
the discovery of more family living 
close by in Chicago. 
 
My grandfather, Carl Emil Pearson, 
was one of five children.  Two of his 
siblings never married and remained on 
the family farm in Bräkne-Hoby, 
Blekinge, located along Sweden’s 
southern coast.  One sibling married 
but died bringing her only child – 
Sigrid Bernhardina Jönsdotter – into 
the world.  The final sibling married 
and remained in Sweden.  Among her 
descendants is Mia Karlsson, with 
whom I keep in close touch having 
visited her in Sweden. 
 
Mia had two great aunts who emigrated 
to America.  True to the experience of 
many immigrants, they went where 
they had family.  They ended up in 
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In an effort to keep our community 
healthy and safe, and to help reduce the 
spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19), our Library will be closed and all 
meetings cancelled until May 30th.  At 
that time, the Board will re-assess to  
determine if it will remain closed or 
open.  Please watch our website and 
Facebook page for updates.  Always call 
the library before you come.  Thanks!  ■ 
_________________________________ 

 

A MESSAGE FROM  
CO-PRESIDENT  

 

Kathy Nassios-Wellington  would like to 
thank everyone at SSGHS for their  
support.  Kathy has been busy working 
and taking care of her mom full time.   
Therefore, if anyone has any questions 
regarding SSGHS to direct them to Patty 
Higgins, other board members, or the 
Librarian for a quicker response.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

 WHAT’S NEW IN  
THE LIBRARY CONT… 

 

How The States Got Their Shapes;  
Stein, Mark [2008]. 
917.3 STE  

How To Use Evernote For Genealogy : A 
Step-by-step Guide To Organize Your 
Research And Boost Your Genealogy 
Productivity; Scott, Kerry [Blue Ash,OH]. 

929.1 SCO  

Illinois Vital Records: Marriages 1791-
1900; Ancestry.com [2000]. 
CD977.2 D-ANC  

Index to the Virginia Genealogist :  
Volumes 1-20  1957-1976; Dorman, 
John Frederick [1981].   
975.5 P-VIR G  ■ 

MAY CALENDAR 

HOUSE MADE OF 
TOMBSTONES 
By Laurie Coolidge 

 
I saw a blurb in “Ripley’s Believe it or 
Not” about a house constructed of 
Union soldier tombstones. We 
investigated further and found the 
following information. It was 
constructed in 1934 from the bottom 
half of government-issued marble 
tombstones which had previously 
topped the graves of Union soldiers in 
Popular Lawn Cemetery in Petersburg, 
Virginia. The soldiers had been killed 
during the siege of Petersburg (June 
1864 to April 1865). During the 
Depression, the city of Petersburg cut 
the tombstones in half and laid the top 
halves (which had the soldiers' 
information) flat on the ground. This 
was done to save money on cemetery 
maintenance costs. The bottom halves 
of 2200 tombstones were sold for $45. 
Oswald Young used them to build a 
house.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

More astonishing still, before we learned 
we were related, Sharon and I both had 
artwork featured in an exhibition at the 
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum.  In the 
book that accompanied the exhibition – 
City Creatures, published by the 
University of Chicago Press – our names 
are listed directly next to each other in 
the artist credits. 
 
When I first moved to Pullman a quarter 
century ago, I hoped to learn a little bit 
more about my grandfather.  With the 
help of SSGHS and its wonderful 
volunteers, I have discovered no fewer 
than 20 relatives who once worked for 
the Pullman company.   
 
I have connected with living relatives in 
both Sweden and Chicago, which has 
reknit our family ties to Pullman, to a 
beautiful farm in Sweden called 
Anneberg, and most of all to each other.   
What a wonderful journey.  What a 
wonderful family. 

 
SSGHS member Arthur Melville Pearson 
has restored two historic rowhouses in 
Pullman.  As the long-time co-chair of 
the Beman Committee of the Pullman 
Civic Organization, he pioneered a 
financial incentive program to help 
homeowners restore the façades of their 
historic homes and led the effort to 
document the original façades elements 
of 600 units of housing in South 
Pullman.  He was part of the local 
leadership team that worked with the 
National Parks Conservation Association 
to achieve National Monument status in 
2015.  He was the founding board 
president of PullmanArts, a co-developer 
of the Pullman Artspace Lofts, which 
opened in 2019.  For more information, 
go to arthurmelvillepearson.com.  ■ 

__________________ 
 
 
 
 

 

SSGHS Library is a 
FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library  
 

As a FamilySearch Affiliate Library, 
the SSGHS Research Library gives 
you onsite access to more than two 
billion digitized records, including 400 
million images not currently available 
to the public outside an Affiliate  
Library or a FamilySearch Family  
History Center. In addition, you get the 
helpful assistance of SSGHS volunteer 
library staff.  Information on affiliated 
Libraries:  https://www.familysearch. 
org/blog/en/familysearch-affiliate-
library-faq/?cid=bl-fsb-8385 
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WHAT’S NEW  
 

IN THE LIBRARY 
________________________________ 

 

Genealogy for Beginners : based on the 
orginal book by Arthur J. Willis;  
Proudfoot, Karin [2003]. 
942 A-PRO  

Genealogy In Ontario : Searching The 
Records; Merriman, Brenda Dougall. 
[c1988]. 
971.3 A-MER  

German People of New Orleans, 1850-
1900; Nau, John Fredrick [[199?]]. 
976.3355 H-NAU  

German-American Names; Jones, 
George F [1995]. 
929973.0943 JON  

God's Playground : A History Of Poland; 
Davies, Norman, 1939- [1982]. 
943.8 H-DAV  

Grupe and Knigge Family Tree; Conley, 
Cathie Richardson [2013]. 
F H GRUPE  

Guide To Genealogical Resources in the 
British Isles; Owen, Dolores B. [1989]. 
929942 A-OWE  

Hangmen Of England : a History Of 
Execution From Jack Ketch To Albert 
Pierrepoint; Bailey, Brian [1992]. 
942 H-BAI  
 
Historic Trails And Tales Of Northwest 
Indiana; Black, Harry G. [c1985]. 
977.299 H-BLA  

History Of Germany, 1815-1945, A; 
Carr, William, 1921-1991. [1979]. 
943 H-CAR  

History of Gibson County Indiana : her 
people, industries, and institutions; 
Stormont, Gil R. [1977]. 
977.235 H-STO  

History of Poland; Halecki, Oscar. 
943.8 H-HAL  

History of Rehoboth, Bristol County, 
Massachusetts : comprising a history of 
the present towns of Reheboth,  
Seekonk, and Pawtucket;  
Bliss, Leonard, Jr. [n.d.] 
974.485 H-BLI  

History of the Gateway to the Green 
Hills 1976; Bicentennial History Book 
Committee [1976]. 
977.824 H-BIC  

Homewood, East Hazel Crest, Floss-
moor telephone directory, January 
1933; Illinois Bell Telephone Company 
[1933]. 
977.3167 D-ILL  

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

May 9 – SSGHS Birthday –  
– Meeting and Program – 

– Cancelled – 
 
June 13 – “Chicago Catholics”  
   by Ginger Frere. 
 
July 11 – “DNA Painter”  
   by Jason Kruski. 
 
August 8 – “WPA” Kathryn Barrett. 
 
September 12 – “Geology is Destiny  
   —across the Chicago Portage; a  
   Story of Glaciers, Voyageurs, and  
   Carp!” by David Dolak 
 
October 10 – “Mayflower    
   Anniversary” by Jenny Warner. 
 
November 14 – “Boots on the 
   Ground:  Using Archives to Trace 
   Your Veteran Ancestor”  
   by Tina Beaird. 
 

Refreshments served. 

NEW BOOKS cont page 3... 

 


