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Pandemics, Epidemics, Diseases, 
Sudden Death, Disasters,  

and Events 
 

February 13 
 
Peg Kapustiak is a well-known speaker 
for SSGHS as well as being a board 
member and a volunteer at our library. 

sending the finished product to the 
Publication Chair. 
 
2.)  In order to complete the partial index 
of surnames, there are a number of issues 
of WTTC that were not indexed because 
their contents were in alphabetical order.  
These were cemetery readings, censuses, 
will records, and some church records.  
The surnames in these issues will have to 
be entered directly into an Excel file and 
sent on to the Publications Chair to be 
integrated into the partial index. 
 
3.)  We need to have digital copies of all 
of our publications.  We do have some, 
but not all.  This project would involve 
scanning those publications that have not 
yet been done.  This could be done at 
home on your own equipment or at the 
Library using the equipment there. 
 
If any of these projects appeal to you, 
call me (Paula) at 708-829-7096 with the 
good news!  If you have questions, call 
me and I will try my best to answer them.  
“Many hands make light work!”  ■ 

__________________ 
 

MOST PEOPLE HATE 
AMBIGUITY 

From Donna Work 
 
Most people hate ambiguity.  We want 
simple answers of yes or no.  Anything 
in-between makes for uncertainty, can 
lead to indecision, and doubt.  Yet in an 
increasingly complex world, we are 
challenged to learn as much as we can on 
a subject if we hope to make a decision.  
 
For many Americans, keeping a job, 
paying housing expenses and educating 
the children is more than enough to 
dominate their attention.    

 

AMBIGUITY cont pg 2... 

With more than 115 talks for 45 
different organizations in the past 15 
years, including the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society Conference, you 
will enjoy her timely presentation 
“Pandemics, Epidemics, Diseases, 
Sudden Death, Disasters, and Events”.  
It was originally scheduled for last 
April, back in the days before Zoom, 
when our speakers had to be physically 
present.  Peg will be giving her 
presentation from her part-time home 
in Florida.  The handout provides 34 
examples plus numerous websites for 
your use.  We welcome everyone back 
to our monthly programs.  Please watch 
SSGHS for any notices about a Zoom 
virtual program.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

WANT TO HELP YOUR 
SOCIETY?? 
by Paula Malak 

 
We have three projects that may be of 
interest to you (at least I hope they 
will). 
 
1.)  In order to complete the partial 
index of surnames that have appeared 
in Where The Trails Cross (WTTC), 
there are about 11 volumes that need to 
have their indexed names added.  We 
think that the easiest way would be for 
a volunteer to scan the indexes that are 
printed in the quarterly as a PDF and 
convert that to an Excel file.  That file 
would then be sent to the Publications 
Chair to be integrated into the partial 
index.  I suppose an alternate method 
would be to type the index information 
directly into an Excel file.  The first 
method supposes that you would have a 
program that would do the conversion.  
The second would just involve putting 
the information into Excel directly and 
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their successor dictators is incredible. 
 
So we look to a story of a family settling 
on the Illinois prairies with buildings, 
artifacts, letters, diaries, acres of 
farmland, and even unplowed prairie 
surviving from 180 years ago to help us 
understand a point in America’s history.  
Looking to their neighbors, extended kin 
and subsequent generations, we see 
world events mirrored in their 
experiences of daily life.  
 
For each of us we take away lessons and 
ideas from that American experience to 
pave our way and set course on our 
future.  If America has changed so much 
in just 180 years, can we lay the best 
plans for the next 100 years?  
 
For those harried parents and students 
overwhelmed by future prospects –– 
there is a respite:  a discovery of the 
Garfield Farm story and its people that 
may be just the calming, the revealing 
experience they need to go confidently 
into tomorrow’s world.  
 
The best way to honor our predecessors 
is to learn from them, to impart 
knowledge to our young successors who 
count on the legacy we were given to 
bequeath them.  Miss Garfield and her 
peers, our deceased founders, and their 
late friends did their part.   
 
Will we too embrace and step up to this 
responsibility?   
 
Info:  Garfield Farm Museum,  
Post Office Box 403, LaFox, Illinois 
60147; www.garfieldfarm.org, 
info@garfieldfarm.org.  ■ 

__________________ 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

S S G H S News 
 
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a 
benefit of membership, published 
monthly by South Suburban 
Genealogical & Historical Society.  
SSGHS and the Society’s library serves 
south Cook and east Will Counties, 
Illinois.  We are an Illinois not-for-profit 
corporation and a 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt 
Organization. 
 

Telephone:  (708) 335-3340 
Web Address:  http://www.ssghs.org 

E-mail:  info@ssghs.org 
 
Research fee for a librarian — $20/hour  
(see website for Research Policy). 
 
The Annual Membership year     
runs from September 1, 2020, through 
August 31, 2021.  Dues are: 

 Individual   $30.00 

 Library or Society $30.00 

 Family (two people at same address)
   $35.00  

 Contributing  $40.00 

 Supporting  $55.00 
 
General Membership Meetings are held 
the 2nd Saturday of each month, except 
December and January, at the Society’s 
headquarters, 3000 West 170th Place, 
Hazel Crest, in the Municipal Center 
building, between Dixie Highway and 
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of 
175th Street via California Avenue. 
 
Newsletter submissions are due by the 
15th of each month.  We do not assume 
responsibility for errors, though we will 
attempt to correct them.   
 

SSGHS News 
3000 W 170th Pl 

Hazel Crest  IL  60429-1174  
 

President:  Larry McClellan – 
mcclellan.larry@gmail.com 

 
Librarian:  

Laurie Coolidge – coolidge_l@msn.com 
 

Editor:  
Mike Wolski – mwpullman@aol.com 

AMBIGUITY cont from pg 1… 
 
Yet taking time to learn the facts is 
critical to make successful decisions.  
Knowing the history of this country, 
what its people have been through to 
secure any freedoms is a civic and 
personal responsibility.  That is why 
Garfield Farm Museum can be an 
important resource for children and 
adults to discover what happened in 
times past, the good, and the bad, how 
those can help us face the present day 
to shape the future we collectively 
aspire for America. 
 
2020 seems to be the year that has it all 
— A pandemic sweeps the land.  
Millions of livelihoods have been 
decimated.  Racial strife challenges the 
sense of justice and freedom.  Political 
division becomes part of daily life.  
Natural disasters devastate 
communities.  World adversaries grow 
powerful. 
 
Smallpox, yellow fever, cholera, 
tuberculosis, the Spanish flu are just 
some of the American epidemics that 
took so many lives.  America has been 
through more than four-dozen panics, 
recessions, and depressions.  Riots and 
deaths are too many to list as seemingly 
every race, nationality, religion, and 
economic class have been victims of 
intolerance.  Brawls at political 
campaigns were typical.  In1856, U.S. 
Senator Brooks beat abolitionist 
Senator Sumner unconscious on the 
Senate floor — shows how extreme 
politics have been in America.  In 
1900, Galveston, Texas disappeared 
under a hurricane surge.  In 1906, San 
Francisco was devastated by 
earthquake.  The concurrent 1871 
Chicago and Peshtigo, Wisconsin fires 
are just part of America’s disaster 
landscape.  How a 1776 America could 
overcome England, the then world’s 
greatest power, re-form our country 
after a bloody civil war, go on to defeat 
archaic 20th-century monarchs and 
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Please call the library before you come. 
 

Tuesday, February 2 
Groundhog Day. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, February 6 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, February 9 
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting  
at 7:00 p.m. — All members welcome. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, February 13 
10:00 a.m.—General Membership Meeting. 
Program:  Pandemics, Epidemics, Diseases, 
Sudden Death, Disasters, and Events –  
by Peg Kapustiak 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, February 14 
Valentine’s Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Monday, February 15 
Presidents’ Day. 
Washingon’s Birthday observed. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Wednesday, February 17 
Ash Wednesday. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, February 20 
Writer’s Group — at SSGHS, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.   
Library closed. 
 
Saturday, February 27 
SSGHS Library closed.   ■ 
_________________________________ 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

MORE NEW BOOKS  

IN THE LIBRARY 
_______________________________ 

 

Connecticut Vital Records: Marriages 
& Deaths : Selected Years   [2000]. 
CD 974.6 D-CON 

Crawford County genealogy   [1978-]. 
974.897 P-CRA G 

Crossroads of the American 
Revolution : A Guide to New Jersey's 
American Revolutionary War Sites; 
Chidley, Anne [2008]. 
974.9 H-CHI 

Dawes Commission And The 
Allotment Of The Five Civilized 
Tribes, 1893-1914, The; Carter, Kent , 
1946-  [c1999]. 
9701. D-CAR 

Descendants of Barrett and Jane 
(Babb) Condit 1840-2017; Polster, 
Marilyn Petty [2018]. 
F H CONDIT 

Dictionary Of Ashkenazic Given 
Names, A : Their Origins, Structure, 
Pronunciation, And Migrations; 
Beider, Alexander. [c2001]. 
296 BEI 

Dictionary of Jewish Names and their 
History; Kaganoff, Benzion C. [1977]. 
296 KAG 

Dictionary Of Jewish Surnames From 
The Russian Empire; Beider, 
Alexander [1993]. 
947 D-BEI 

Die judischen Friedhofe in Frankfurt; 
Senger, Valentin [1985]. 
943.41 H-SEN 

Die Landauer Judengemeinde : ein 
Abriss ihrer Geschichte; Hess, Hans 
[1969]. 
943.43 H-HES  ■ 

WE HAVE CELEBRATED 
50 YEARS OF SSGHS 

By Paula Malak 
 
We have published 50 years of Where 
The Trails Cross (WTTC)!  That is fifty 
years of valuable local information about 
“our” area of the South Suburbs! 
  
To see a list of our publications, go to 
ssghs.org and click PUBLICATIONS.   
There you will find a list of many of the 
items your Society has published in the 
past, order forms to use, and instructions. 
When you find something you cannot 
live without, then send your order in and 
our crack order fulfillment team will get 
it right out to you. 
  
To further entice you – here is the first of 
our Special offers – “ U Pik-5”, your 
choice of any 5 issues of WTTC for the 
unbelievably low price of $20, tax and 
s&h included.  If it does indeed entice 
you, use the line on the order form 
marked SSGHS SPECIAL to order 
it.  U will also need to Pik the 5 WTTC’s 
you want us to send you.  Put their 
Volume/Issue numbers after the word 
SPECIAL.  Total up your entire order on 
the form and send it to us along with 
your payment.  Do not delay — this 
special is good only through March 31. 
  
Some of our issues are in short 
supply.  If, by chance, someone else has 
already ordered one you want, we will 
contact you for further instructions.  We 
can do that only if you have put your 
phone number and email address where 
indicated on the order form.  ■ 
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WHAT’S NEW  
 

IN THE LIBRARY 
________________________________ 

 
Chicago and the Illinois Central  
Railroad; Downey, Clifford J. [2007]. 
977.311 H-DOW   

Chicago Historical Society 1856-1956: : 
An Unconventional Chronicle; Angle, 
Paul M [1956]. 
977.311 H-ANG 

Chicago Jewish History; Chicago Jewish 
Historical Society [1976-]. 
977.311 P-CJH 

Chicago Stock Exchange 1930 : A Re-
cord of Progress  [1930]. 
977.311 H-CHI 

Chicago Transit:  an illustrated history;  
Young, David M. [1998]. 
977.311 H-YOU 

Chicago:  Port to the World; Rice, Mary 
Jane Judson [1969]. 
977.311 H-RIC 

Cicero Revisited; Deuchler, Douglas
[2006]. 
977.314 H-DEU 

City Directories:  Massachusetts 1885-
1897 : Selected Cities & Years  [2000]. 
CD 974.4 D-CIT 

City Directories:  New England States 
1881-1902 : Selected Cities & Years   
[2000]. 
CD 974 D-CIT 

City Directories:  Northern Midwest 
1884-1898 : Selected Cities & Years   
[2000]. 
CD 977 D-CIT 

Clarke County Georgia Tax Digests 
1811-1820; Abbe, Mary Hoit [2005]. 
975.818 D-ABB 

Clues To Our Family Names   [1986]. 
929 STE 

Comprehensive Guide to Arkansas : 
Genealogical Research in the Natural 
State; Norris, Rhonda S.  
976.7 A-NOR 

Confederacy: : A Guide to the Archives 
of the Government of the Confederate 
States of America; Beers, Henry Putney 
[1986]. 
973.713 BEE 

Congregation Beth Shalom : "We Re-
member Them"   [n.d.]. 
977.312 D-CONG BETH 
 

MORE BOOKS cont on pg 3... 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

February 13 – “Pandemics,  
   Epidemics, Diseases, Sudden  
   Deaths, Disasters, Events”  
   by Peg Kapustiak. 
 
March 13 – “German Immigration  
   to America—When, Where, Why,  
   and How” by Steve Szabados. 
 
April 10 – “Terminal City:   
   Chicago’s Passenger Stations in  
   The Golden Era of Rail”  
   by David Clark. 
 
May 8  – SSGHS Birthday. 

 

 

 

SSGHS Library is a 
FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library  
 

SSGHS Research Library gives you 
onsite access to more than two billion 
digitized records, and more, including 
400-million images not currently  
available to the public. 

 


