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To our readers: 
 
We are pleased to present a new format for Where the Trails Cross as we continue in our next 50 
years of publications.  We have shifted from this as a quarterly to publishing two times a year.  
This is available online and, for the immediate future, will also be available in print form for those 
who request it. 
 
We will inform members and friends as we plan on theme issues in the future and are always open 
to submissions for consideration in our journal categories of Family History, Genealogy Tools, 
Regional History, Gems at the Library, Regional Sources, The Cutting Edge [new and recent 
technologies], and Unique Sources for genealogists and local historians. 
 
Future issues: 
 Volume 52: 1   Fall, 2021       African American Family and Regional History 
 Volume 52: 2   Spring, 2022   Families and Commerce Across the Southland 
 Volume 53: 1   Fall, 2022       Families and Industry Across the Southland 
 
We trust you will continue to enjoy our volunteer efforts on behalf of family and regional history 
across the Chicago Southland. 
 
Sincerely,    
The Editors 
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Family History 

Coolidge Men in the Civil War  
by Laurie Coolidge 

In researching my family history, I was struck by a set of incidences involving my direct ancestor, 
Algernon Coolidge and his twin brother, Philip.  This is part of their story. 

Algernon Sidney Coolidge, and his twin, Philip Sidney Coolidge, were born in Boston on August 
22, 1830.  They were the fourth and fifth children of Joseph Coolidge and his wife Eleanor Wayles 
Randolph.   Their parents traveled to Europe in the 1840s.  The boys were educated in Switzerland 
– in Vevay (the Sillig Institute) and Geneva.  Around 1848, Philip went to Germany where he
attended the military school of Saxony – the Cadettenhaus at Dresden.  His brother Algernon
returned to the United States to attend college and medical school.

When Philip returned to the United States, he packed his life with a range of adventures and 
challenges. He was involved in the survey and construction of the Richmond and Danville Railroad 
in Virginia.  He was also involved in the government survey of the boundary line of Minnesota. 
After this, he worked at the Harvard College observatory.  In 1853, he was a member of 
Commodore Perry’s U.S. expedition for the survey of the North Pacific Ocean and the China Sea 
as an assistant astronomer and engineer.  In 1854, he returned to Harvard’s Observatory to assist 
George P. Bond in observations of the planet Saturn.   During 1855, Philip led the chronometric 
expedition of the U.S Coastal Survey to determine the difference in longitude between Cambridge 
(Massachusetts) and Greenwich, England.  He did this while attached to the observatory.  During 
1856-57, he studied the dialects and astronomical beliefs of the Indians near the Saguenay River 
and Lake Mistassini in Quebec. 

In 1858, Philip was involved in the exploration of a railroad route from Vera Cruz, Mexico, to the 
interior.  This exploration was interrupted by a revolutionary outbreak.  He joined the 
revolutionaries and took part in the battles of Cruz Blanca and Orizaba.  He was captured and 
eventually put in prison in Mexico City.  After a short imprisonment, he was freed.  In 1860 he 
took part in land-surveying in Arizona, and with war on the horizon, he returned home to Boston. 

In May 1861, Philip took a commission in the Regular army (not a state militia).  He was attached 
to the Army of the Cumberland under General Rosecrans.  He was involved in Hoover’s Gap 
(Tennessee; June 24, 1863), Tullahoma (Tennessee; July 1863) and the occupation of Chattanooga 
(early September 1863).   

In contrast with his brother Philip, Algernon was a trained physician who had graduated from 
Harvard Medical School in 1853.  When the war broke out, Algernon was a 31-year-old living in 
Boston.  He did not have the military training that his twin brother, Philip, had.  At first, Algernon’s 
involvement was drilling Harvard undergraduate students.  Later, he worked for the U.S. Army 
and the U.S. Sanitary Commission.  He was an assistant surgeon at Fort(ress) Monroe, Virginia, a 
Union Army hospital.  While he was stationed there, he witnessed the Battle of the Ironclads – the 
Merrimack and the Monitor —which occurred March 8-9, 1862.  During the Seven Days Battles 
(July 25-July 1, 1862), Algernon was stationed on a hospital ship.  
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Having become Major Coolidge, Phillip led the 16th U.S. Infantry Regiment in the Battle of 
Chickamauga, in Georgia, on September 19, 1863.  At the time of Chickamauga, Algernon was 
stationed at the Union army hospitals in Nashville.  Algernon received three telegrams in one day. 
One said his brother had been killed, another said he had been wounded, and a third said he had 
been captured. Algernon tried to find out his brother’s status.  He made inquiries through Union 
channels without success.  Algernon asked his uncle, the former Confederate Secretary of War, 
George Wyeth Randolph, to intervene.  Finally, he was given permission to go behind/across 
enemy lines to find out the fate of his twin.  By January 1864, the family declared Philip Sidney 
dead. 

Later, they found what had happened.  In 1874, a chance reunion of two Harvard graduates, 
Nathaniel Shaler and Leslie Waggener, both friends of [Philip] Coolidge, brought out the story. 
Shaler and Waggener each believed the other had been killed during the war.  Here is Shaler’s 
account of the meeting: “Waggener was the first to recover his balance enough to start 
conversation.  He began by asking me something about Coolidge, who was killed at Chickamauga. 
Then he told me the reason for his question.  The story ran as follows.  Waggener was with the 
force that broke the Federal line where the Sixteenth Infantry was stationed; as the shattered 
remnant went back, he saw Coolidge standing his place with the point of his sword up, making 
what the soldiers called a “defy.”  Waggener recognized him, knew that his signal of no surrender 
would quickly lead to his being shot, and ran toward him. When he was a few score feet away, he 
was himself shot, and did not recover consciousness for some days thereafter.”1 

The journey of Philip’s sword 

When Major Philip Sidney Coolidge died at Chickamauga, he carried a sword as was customary 
for officers in the Civil War.  The sword was inscribed “presented to Sidney Coolidge, major of 
the United States Infantry, by his friends in Philadelphia.”  What happened to his sword and how 
did it make it back to his family? 

To begin with, Confederate General Daniel C. Govan2 picked up the sword after the battle.  He 
added the following inscription to the sword: “captured at the battle of Chickamauga by D.C. 
Govan, General C.A.A..”  He wore the sword at his side until the surrender of the Confederates at 
Jonesboro (September 1, 1864).  From the surrender process, the sword ended up in the hands of 
Union Lieutenant Colonel James W. Langley3.  It was then passed to General Benjamin Butler4 
who returned the sword to Philip’s family. 

At the end of the war, Algernon was working on a Sanitary Commission ship in Richmond.  In 
June 1865, he traveled from there to visit the home of another uncle, Thomas Jefferson Randolph, 
in Virginia. 

1 Both men were from Kentucky.  Nathaniel S. Shaler was a professor of paleontology (1869-1888) and later geology 
(1888-1906) at Harvard University.  Shaler served as a Union officer during the War.  Leslie Waggener was a professor 
of English and later President of Bethel College (Russellville, KY).  He later served on the faculty of the University 
of Texas and became its first president.  Waggener was a Confederate soldier.  This quote is from Shaler’s 
autobiography (The Autobiography of Nathaniel Southgate Shaler). 
2 Govan’s Brigade (Arkansas soldiers). Govan was a colonel at the time of the battle of Chickamauga. 
3 125th Illinois Infantry Regiment 
4 Butler was dismissed from the Union Army shortly after the First Battle of Fort Fisher, December 23-27, 1864.
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After the war, Algernon was appointed surgeon at Massachusetts General Hospital and a lecturer 
at Harvard Medical School.  In 1873, he resigned from the hospital due to ill health, an aftereffect 
of blood poisoning during the war.  In spite of this, he lived almost 40 more years.  He died on 
January 4th, 1912, at the age of 81, outliving his twin brother, Philip, by 48 years.  

Maj. Sidney Coolidge, U.S.A., carte de visite; courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph 
Division, Washington DC.  
Written on verso: Major Sidney Coolidge, 16th U.S. Inf., killed at Chickamauga, Sept. 19th, 1863
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Family History 

Letters to the Editor from A. B. Hodge, 
Wilton Center Civil War Veteran

transcribed by Linda Herrick Swisher 

A. B. Hodge of Wilton Center, Illinois, wrote these Letters to the Editor of the National Tribune, a newspaper for 
Civil War veterans, in 1887 and 1888. In transcribing his wry observations, we left the capitalization and spelling 
as they appear in the paper. Following the letters, we include the history of the paper, which also ran notices of 
reunions, and ads from veterans seeking out old comrades. It later became the official newspaper of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. Might your Civil War ancestor have written to this newspaper? Check it out at Chronicling 
America: Historic American Newspapers, online through the Library of Congress. 

HOW DID THEY DO IT? 
A Perplexed Batteryman Asks a Conundrum and the Editor “Gives It Up.”1 

EDITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: I have been a subscriber to your paper since last October, and began 
to realize what I have missed by not taking it years ago.  I hope that flag the boys “planted” on Lookout 
Mountain wont grow, for if it does there will be another “fratricidal war.”  Our battery never planted any 
flags but once, and that was when we were coming home and lost our guidon.  If anyone knows anything 
about it let him notify Lieut. Charles McDonald, Carbon, Clay Co., Ind. 

The only thing I ever planted in the Southern Confederacy was “tracks,” and they were sometimes with 
the heels toward the Johnnies.  I am almost afraid to lay claim to a little mark on the hip I got when 
following the rebels, who had made a masterly retreat from Corinth, for fear some one else will rise up 
and call me to order.  Well, if he will only take all the aches and pains and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, he is welcome to the pesky thing.  If the cavalryman who was wounded in the arm and rode 
back to Booneville with me that day is alive, I should like to hear from him.  I think he belonged to the 
2d Iowa Cav.  He was shot in the left arm, and came back riding his own horse and leading another.  My 
Captain assisted me from my own horse to the one the cavalryman was leading, and we got back to the 
ambulance together and rode in the same ambulance to Booneville, Miss., June 4, 1862. 

Can any comrade supply me with a copy of THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE containing Maj. Wiseman’s 
article on the battle of Jonesboro, Ga? 

I wish some of the White Stars had been shining on Lookout Mountain when our battery first crossed it 
on our way to Chickamauga.  It was one of the darkest nights I ever saw.  I suppose those Stars were 
shining somewhere else. 

Mr. Editor, I believe you were a solder; now, in strict confidence, I ask you a question.  How, in the 
name of all that’s wonderful, could those privates, Corporals, Sergeants, Lieutenants or even Captains 
see so much of what was going on all around them in time of action?  I never could, because I didn’t 
have time.  I was kept too busy serving my gun or watching my horses.  I guess the most of Dan 
McCook’s Brigade must be in the same fix I am, for there are not many of them “writing history.”  I do 
not dispute that those men saw all they claim to have seen, but I simply want to know how they did it, 
so I can “do so, too” in the next war.  
1The National Tribune. (Washington, D.C.), 07 July 1887. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Library 
of Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/1887-07-07/ed-1/seq-3/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/1887-07-07/ed-1/seq-3/
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— A. B. HODGE, Battery I, 2d Ill. Art., Wilton Center, Ill. 

AT RINGGOLD. 
The Battery on the Hill, and How it was Hauled Down.2 

EDITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: I saw Comrade Stanford’s reply to Gen. Wiley, and I wish to criticize 
his article very slightly; also, Gen. Grant’s Memoirs.  I will begin with the General first, because he is 
dead and can’t hit back.  Gen. Grant says that when he came to Chattanooga to take charge of affairs, he 
found the horses of our army all used up, not a single battery having horses fit to move it.  I guess the 
General overlooked us in the excitement of crossing the Tennessee along with Uncle Billy.  Our horses 
— thanks to the energy and foresight of our Captain — were in good trim and hauled our guns from 
Chattanooga to Knoxville, or nearly there, and back again. 

Now arises Comrade J. N. Stanford and, to be real sure that he is right, claims to have been one of the 
detail who helped to haul the guns by hand to the top of the hill at Rossville on Monday, the 21st, at 
Chickamauga.  I never knew of more than one battery on that hill that day, and only four guns of that. 
Our two Napoleons were left at the foot of the hill; the four others were hauled up by the horses belonging 
to them.  The 18th Regulars may have “rolled on the wheels.”  I am not certain as to that, but I am sure 
as to the horses going up the hill, for I was lead driver on one of the guns, and had one of my own horses 
wounded as we stood in the rear of our gun. 

I am sure we had our horses up there on the hill, because when we had orders to leave that night we were 
alone, and the Johnnies were so close to us that we had to make as little noise as possible.  We tore up 
our blankets and muffled our wheels and horses’ feet; then carefully leading our horses and bringing our 
guns down by hand, we hastily hitched up, mounted and started on a gallop for Chattanooga.  We never 
had our blankets replaced until we came back from the Knoxville trip, about Christmas.  Now I know I 
have told the truth about this, for the cold chills run up and down by back yet when I think about sleeping 
without blankets when there was snow and ice on the ground and the thermometer away down below 
zero.  I expect to get my hair pulled (figuratively speaking), but I trust my comrades of the battery and 
of the 19th Ill. will rise up and call me blessed.  

— A. B. HODGE, Battery I, 2d Ill. Art., Wilton Center, Ill. 

Booneville and Blacklands.3 

EDITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: In Gen. Pope’s article of recent date he mentions Blacklands.  Well, 
that’s where I got mine, so I have reason to remember it.  I also remember the way we got there and the 
way I came back. 

On the night before we entered Booneville, where the train load of arms and ammunition was destroyed 
by the cavalry, we were skirmishing with the enemy.  The infantry would move slowly ahead, and then 
would come a volley of musketry, and after a while the enemy would fall back and we would close up 
with the infantry, and then they would move ahead and we would wait a while and then close up again. 
The night was as dark as Erebus (whatever that is); in fact, the darkness was so dense that you could 

2 The National Tribune. (Washington, D.C.), 06 Oct. 1887. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 
Library of Congress. https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/1887-10-06/ed-1/seq-3/ 
3 The National Tribune. (Washington, D.C.), 26 July 1888. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. 
of Congress. <http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/1888-07-26/ed-1/seq-3/> 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/1887-10-06/ed-1/seq-3/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/1888-07-26/ed-1/seq-3/
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have hung your hat upon it.  I know that to be so, for I left my hat hanging up somewhere in the swamp 
that night, and have never since been able to lay hands on it.  However, I did not start out to tell you 
about losing my hat, for I expect there was one or two more lost during the war, but what I meant to 
speak about was my horse.  Not long ago “The Boy Spy” spoke of the affection existing between the 
soldier and his horse, and that the soldier could slip his bridle-rein over his arm and lie down in front of 
his horse and go to sleep in safety, knowing that his horse would not step on him.  I can vouch for the 
“Boy’s” truthfulness in that, as I have done that very trick more than once, and the night of our approach 
to Booneville, Miss., was one of those times. 

We had just got through the swamp and entered a lane (though I doubt if any one knew of the fences, 
unless some one who ran up against them in the dark) when we had to halt, and to keep from going to 
sleep on my horse (being lead driver) I dismounted, and finding a sort of bank within two feet of my 
horse I sat down on it.  The rain was falling steadily, silently, soakingly, but in spite of rain and skirmish 
firing I went to sleep, and did not wake until after daybreak, and then I thought a cannon-ball had carried 
away both my legs, for they seemed to be nothing but stumps, and they to be numb at that.  I soon 
discovered what was wrong.  My horses were lying down in the road, and I being a six-footer, my feet 
were out in the road and my saddle-horse had his head pillowed on my feet and was sleeping soundly.  I 
aroused myself, and upon looking around discovered that I was the only man in the battery who was 
awake; men and horses were lying and sitting in almost every shape, sound asleep.  Putney soon gave us 
a blast on the bugle that brought men and horses out of their sleep and onto their feet.  We had an apology 
for breakfast and then went into Booneville.  In the afternoon we went out scouting with some cavalry 
and came back and spent the night in Booneville, and the next day went out with two regiments of cavalry 
to Blacklands and got into the “bang-upest” skirmish we ever struck, and after I got loaded in the hip 
with a piece of rebel shell we all came back and went into Summer quarters a few weeks after at Rienzi. 
Now, Mr. Editor, I have refrained from giving names or numbers of regiments here for fear some 
comrade will rise up to tell me I am mistaken.  I am almost afraid to give you my own name for fear 
some one else will claim my wound and the munificent $6 per month which I am drawing.  If they would 
only take the aches and pains and the disability with it, they would do me a favor, for in that case, being 
only 45 years old, I might reasonably hope to live to read the conclusion of “The Boy Spy.” 

— A. B. HODGE, Battery I, 2d Ill. Art., Wilton Center, Ill. 

Digging Deeper: 

We may not think to look for our ancestors in newspapers other than those daily or weekly papers that 
were published in our ancestor’s localities. However, there are many special newspapers that may also 
contain information: employee or occupational newspapers (as you will see later in this issue, where we 
transcribed several biographical sketches that were published in a farm publication); hobby or fraternal 
newspapers; and papers such as this one. What was The National Tribune?  

The National Tribune4 

The National Tribune was founded as a monthly newspaper for Civil War veterans and their families in 
October 1877.  Its aim was “to secure to soldiers and sailors their rights, and to expose their wrongs to 
public inspection so that correction may be made…”  The Tribune included articles on the experiences 
of both commanding officers as well as ordinary soldiers, ranging from detailed battle descriptions to 
personal narratives. 

4 Information found online at the Library of Congress, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82016187/
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The paper showed a particular interest in the Civil War as its founder, George E. Lemon, was himself a 
Union veteran.  An attorney and accountant, Lemon intended the National Tribune to advocate on behalf 
of veterans rights and specifically for laws to ensure the receipt of pensions by veterans and their 
families.  Later, in 1881, Lemon added to the paper’s motto a quotation from Abraham Lincoln’s second 
inaugural address: “to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan…” 
During its first few years of publication, the National Tribune covered Congressional news related to 
pension laws and the Pension Office, as well as providing narratives, tables, and statistics about past 
wars.  Relying on his background as a lawyer, Lemon frequently printed simple, yet valuable advice to 
veterans on claiming their pensions.  The paper also covered lighter topics and included anecdotes, 
poems, and jokes.  Large illustrations, many drawn by Thomas Nast, a well-known political cartoonist 
for Harper’s Weekly, appeared on its front page.  Later the Tribune became known for its regular feature, 
“Fighting them Over: What Our Veterans Have to Say About Their Old Campaigns,” which solicited 
memoirs from veterans of all ranks and backgrounds.  This column established the National Tribune as 
a forum for discussion, debate, and reminiscence for veterans around the country, eventually becoming 
the official paper of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Like many other papers, the National Tribune underwent changes over the course of its history.  On 
August 20, 1881, it shifted to a weekly publication schedule and adopted a new masthead and 
motto.   The Tribune gave rise to several special interest papers focusing on the veterans of specific wars, 
including the American Standard and the National Guardsman.  Eventually, the Tribune absorbed these 
titles, changing its name in 1917 to the National Tribune, incorporating the National Guardsman and 
the American Standard.   Between 1926 and 1927, the paper was briefly renamed the National Tribune, 
Stars and Stripes, the National Guardsman, the American Standard, preceding the penultimate name 
change on January 7, 1926, when it became known as the National Tribune, the Stars and Stripes, 
representing a merger with the Stars and Stripes, the official publication of the American Expeditionary 
Force from World War I.  A final name change to Stars and Stripes, the National Tribune followed in 
1963, and afterwards it was printed as an independent newspaper reporting on the activities of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans’ organizations, as well as veterans legislation in Congress. 

Who was A. B. Hodge? 

• A list of pensioners in the Indianapolis Journal lists Allen B. Hodge of Wilton Center, Illinois.5

• A list of Will County Pensioners in 1883 on the US GenWeb Archives6 says that Allen B. Hodge
was wounded in the right hip.

• A lengthy biography of Allen Benson Hodge in the book Past and Present of Will County, 19077

identifies him as the deputy postmaster of Peotone, and notes that he had been a resident of Will
County since 1866.  There is information on his forebears as well as on his wife and children.Hodge
is buried in Peotone Cemetery.  Note the discrepancy regarding his date of death: the date of death

5 “Pensions for Veterans” The Indianapolis Journal. (Indianapolis, Ind.), Oct.6, 1890.  Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers. electronic newspaper, archived, (https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015679/1890-10-
06/ed-1/seq-6/ : accessed November 8, 2021), p. 6, col. 4, para. 10. 
6 http://files.usgwarchives.net/il/will/military/civilwar/pensions/will461nmt.txt 
7 Stevens, W. W., Past and Present of Will County, Illinois. Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1907 
[biography contributed to US GenWeb Archives, http://files.usgwarchives.net/il/will/bios/hodge2447nbs.txt]

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87062382/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87062382/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87062383/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87062383/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87062310/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82006524/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015679/1890-10-06/ed-1/seq-6/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015679/1890-10-06/ed-1/seq-6/
http://files.usgwarchives.net/il/will/military/civilwar/pensions/will461nmt.txt
http://files.usgwarchives.net/il/will/bios/hodge2447nbs.txt
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on his gravestone is January 16, 19118 but his obituary appears in the Joliet Evening Herald of 
Wednesday, January 17, 1912.9 

• The following webpage was found on Rootsweb.com:10

Name: lockwd -- Families of DU PAGE, GRUNDY, KENDALL, LA SALLE, and WILL
Counties in northeastern Illinois 

Updated: 05-07-2019 01:05:70. Owner: John 
Person Info 
• Name: Allen B Hodge
• Sex: M
• Birth: 20 Sep 1843 in Decatur (Macon) Illinois
• Death: 16 Jan 1911 in <Peotone (Will) Illinois>
• Burial: Peotone Cemetery in Peotone (Will) Illinois.
• Person Id: I336523
• Tree Id: 175437

Search for Allen B Hodge in Fold3 Civil War 
Records Search for Allen B Hodge in Newspapers 
41789 Possible Record Matches on Ancestry Parents 
Father: 

• Unknown
Mother:
• Unknown

Family 
Marriage: 
• Married: Mary Eliza Brereton on 7 Dec 1876 at Will County Illinois.
• Mary Eliza Brereton: Birth: 25 Nov 1855 in Du Page Township (Will) Illinois. Death: 27 Jul 
1933 in Peotone (Will) Illinois

Children: 
1. Joseph Newton Hodge: Birth: 13 Oct 1877 in Wilton Center (Will) Illinois. Death: 5 Sep 1947 
in Chicago (Cook) Illinois
2. Raymond H Hodge: Birth: 13 Sep 1881 in Wilton Center (Will) Illinois. Death: 1 Dec 1944 in 
Joliet (Will) Illinois
3. Ida Elizabeth Hodge: Birth: Jan 1887 in Illinois. Death: 19 May 1968 in Kankakee County 
Illinois

8 Find A Grave.com, digital record, Find A Grave (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43067345/allen-benson-
hodge: accessed November 8, 2021), memorial for Allen B. Hodge, Find A Grave Memorial #43067345, Peotone, Illinois  
9 “Veteran of Civil War Dies at Peotone Home” Joliet Evening Herald (Joliet, Ill.), Jan. 17, 1912. electronic 
newspaper, archived, (https://www.newspapers.com/image/548554747: accessed Nov. 8, 2021), p. 3, col. 1, para. 1.  
Subscription required. 
10 https://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=lockwd&id=I336523  

https://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/trees/175437/I336523/allenb-hodge/individual
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Decatur%20(Macon)%20Illinois
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=%3CPeotone%20(Will)%20Illinois%3E
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Peotone%20Cemetery%20in%20Peotone%20(Will)%20Illinois
https://www.fold3.com/search/?full-name%7E=Allen%20B+Hodge&military.conflict=Civil+War+(Union);Civil+War+(Confederate)&version=new&xid=2302
https://www.newspapers.com/search/#dr_year=1843-1911&query=Allen%20B+Hodge&xid=2107
https://www.ancestry.com/search?name=Allen+B_Hodge&birth=1843_Decatur+(Macon)+Illinois&death=1911_%3CPeotone+(Will)+Illinois%3E&gender=m&spouse=Mary+Eliza_Brereton&child=Joseph+Newton_Hodge&child2=Raymond+H_Hodge&child3=Ida+Elizabeth_Hodge&name_x=psi
https://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/trees/175437/I336522/maryeliza-brereton/individual
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Will%20County%20Illinois
https://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/trees/175437/I336522/maryeliza-brereton/individual
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Du%20Page%20Township%20(Will)%20Illinois
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Peotone%20(Will)%20Illinois
https://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/trees/175437/I336525/josephnewton-hodge/individual
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Wilton%20Center%20(Will)%20Illinois
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Chicago%20(Cook)%20Illinois
https://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/trees/175437/I80635/raymondh-hodge/individual
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Wilton%20Center%20(Will)%20Illinois
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Joliet%20(Will)%20Illinois
https://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/trees/175437/I336524/idaelizabeth-hodge/individual
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Illinois
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Kankakee%20County%20Illinois
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Kankakee%20County%20Illinois
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43067345/allen-benson-hodge
https://worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=lockwd&id=I336523
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Genealogy Tools 
 

Prepare Now for the 1950 U. S. Federal Census 
by Carole Carr Magnuson 

 
I suspect that the 1950 census will be of great interest to many of us born before 1950.  We have found 
our parents, grandparents, and many generations of ancestors in past census returns.  Now, it’s our turn 
to see our names appear on the census page with family members. 
 
The 1950 census will be released on Friday, April 1, 2022.  If its rollout is anything like the release of 
the 1940 census, demand will be significant and response times may slow down access.  However, 
technology has greatly improved since 2012, so it is hoped all will run smoothly. 
 
Some of the information that follows is excerpted from Dick Eastman’s blog.1 
 
Questions asked in this census are similar to past census returns. 
 

• address 
• residence is a house or a farm 
• name 
• relationship to head of household 
• race 
• sex 
• age  
• marital status 
• birthplace 
• if foreign born, whether naturalized 
• employment status (for persons 14 years of age and over) 
• hours worked in a week 
• occupation, industry and class of worker 

 
Like the 1940 census, individuals were asked supplementary questions.  The 1950 census questions 
cover income, marital history, fertility, and other topics.  However, instead of only two individuals 
selected per page, six individuals were asked to provide additional information.  A maximum of 30 
people is listed on each page.  So, there is a 20 percent chance that one of our ancestors was selected to 
provide additional information. 
 
A blank 1950 U. S. Census Form can be viewed on the Census Bureau’s web site at: 
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1950_population_questionnaire.pdf.  You will need to use the zoom 
feature to read the fine print. 
 
Like the 1940 census, the 1950 census will not be indexed when released.  If you don’t want to wait until 
the indexers get the job done (estimated to take about six months this time), there are steps you can take 
to make the job of finding your family less daunting. 
 

 
1 Eastman, Dick, www.eogn.com, Only 1 More Year to the Release of the 1950 U. S. Census, dated March 25, 2021 
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I recently attended a webinar presented by Thomas MacEntee, titled Getting Ready for the 1950 
U. S. Censuses.  Thomas provided excellent tips that can help me “hit the ground running” when the 
census is released so I can find my families with little effort.  Based on Thomas’ tips, I prepared a 
spreadsheet listing the families I want to find in the census.  With just a little preparation on your part, 
you can do the same.  Here is the process I used. 
 
Without an index, we must locate the correct enumeration district where our family lived on April 1, 
1950.  This is the date the Census Bureau determined as “Census Day.”  You will need an address, or at 
least two intersecting streets, where a family lived.  You might find this information in your family 
documents, city directories, newspaper articles, address books, old letters, Christmas cards, etc.  
Ancestry has a selection of U.S. city directories through 1955. 
 
Create a spreadsheet or word document listing the name of the person, home address, age in 1950, and 
enumeration district where the address was found.  I have included a copy of my completed spreadsheet 
for your information.  Note that I don’t have exact addresses in all instances, but have written comments 
to help me search when the time comes. 
 

Name Address Year in 
Residence 

Age in 
1950 

Enumeration 
District(s) Comment 

John Ploger 8559 S. Morgan 
Street, Chicago 1950 63 103-1855   

Donald Carr 7659 S. Wabash, 
Chicago 1949-51 29 103-1759 or        

103-1760   

Bert Graff/Daisy Queen near 1110 E. 52nd St., 
Chicago 1950 55 103-510 

Building torn down so no 
address at Google Maps. Lived 
at 816 E. 42nd Street in 1940 

Jesse Carr Hammond, Indiana 1950 58 97-63 Lived at 3124 Crane Place, 
Hammond, IN from 1952-1956 

Jesse Carr 1504 Columbus Drive, 
East Chicago, IN 1936 58 93-38 Try this address if not on Crane 

Place 

Spence Magnuson 2668 E. 78th Street, 
Chicago 1950 30 103-861   

Josephine Rutherford 3390 Windsor, 
Dubuque, IA 1939-1959 81 31-34 or 31-

40   

Sadie Myers Carr 5412 W. 25th Place, 
Cicero, IL 1950 79 104-44 Lived with son, LeRoy, age 59. 

Jean Carr Jensen 4613 Edina Blvd., 
Edina, MN 1940-1950 54 27-29 

Lived at 4613 Edina Blvd., Edina, 
MN per 1940 census; same 
address per 1950 Minneapolis 
City Directory  

Louis & Mae Kampf 7951 S. Muskegon, 
Chicago, IL 1950 53 103-866   

Gunhild Magnuson 7834 S. Burnham 
Avenue 1950 59 103-866   

 
Once you have prepared your list of names, use the Steve Morse One Step website to locate an 
enumeration district.  Go to stevemorse.org and scroll down to the US Census (1790-1950) category.  
Find and click the link that says, “Unified 1880-1950 Census ED Finder.”  The following page will 
appear. 
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Enter the state, county (if known) and city or town.  Once you do, you will be able to enter the house 
number and street.  In the example below, I have entered John Ploger’s address – 8559 S. Morgan Street. 
Note that when you look for a street name, do not include the directional information.  Begin typing the 
street name first.  When you type the first or second letter, you have to use the down arrow to search for 
the entire street name.  At that point, you will select the name with the directional information, i.e., 
Morgan S.  
 

 
 

Once the address has been entered, several ED numbers may appear.  Don’t be alarmed.  You can narrow 
the number of enumeration districts down to one or two by entering a cross or back street on the same 
city block.  Keep entering more cross streets to narrow the field, as needed.  In this example, I only 
needed to enter 86th street to get down to one ED number, which I entered on my spreadsheet.  Do this 
for each address on your list and you will be ready when the time comes to search through the 1950 
census by enumeration district.  It will still take time to search line by line through the census pages of 
that enumeration district, but it will be a more manageable task.  Good luck!  
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Gems at the Library 

The Will County Fair 
by Donna Work 

When my kids were small, a late summer trip to the Peotone Will County Fair was an annual ritual.  Forty-six 
miles south of Chicago with easy highway access, it was the perfect opportunity for “city folk” to visit “country 
folk” and to learn and see things you otherwise never would.  Animals, produce, machinery, rodeos and circuses, 
tractor pulls, horse shows, carnival games and rides were all part of the great fun we found at the fair! 

The Will County Fair in Peotone, Illinois was founded late compared to other county fairs in the state.  The first 
Illinois Agricultural Fair was held in Naperville, Illinois in 1841.  By 1900, there were 102 county fairs in Illinois.1 
But it wasn’t until 1904 that Peotone was established as the home of the Will County Fair. 

Once their fields were planted, the citizens of Peotone and the surrounding townships pulled the Fair together in 
about three months.  They were men of action.  Three “committees of three” were formed.  The first solicited 
subscriptions and sold 150 shares at $5 each to gain the funds needed to finance the fair.  The second drafted rules 
and defined the premium list.  The third filed the paperwork with the Secretary of State for a license to hold a 
fair, and a charter was received on July 23, 1904.2 

Officers and a board of nine directors were selected:  John Cann, General Superintendent; Elisha Esson, President; 
David H. Morrison, Vice-President; Albert W. Lawrence, Treasurer; and John P. F. Conrad, Secretary.  Directors 
were Michael Collins, William Young, Henry H. Schroeder, James Morrison, Herman Cowing, William G. Piper, 
George Barton, Nickolas Younker, and John M. French. 

September 21st and 22nd were set as the scheduled days for the “Eastern Will County District Fair.”  Represented 
were the townships of Wilton, Will, Manhattan, Green Garden, Monee, Peotone, Wilmington and Crete.  Also 
included were the townships of Rockville, Manteno and Sumner in Kankakee County.  By early September, the 
seed money earned by selling the $5 shares had netted $1000.  First prizes would earn the winner $5, second 
prizes $3, and third prizes $2 and blue, red and white ribbons, respectively.  The Peotone Cornet Band would earn 
$25 for concerts each afternoon and $15 for one evening.  Exhibitors would pay $2 for 100 feet of space and $3 
for anything larger.  Two policemen were hired for each day at $2 each and two more for each night at $2.50.  A 
carpenter was hired, and frame buildings were put up in Small’s Grove in the northeast part of town.  All fair 
officers and directors assisted in the construction.  A 40- by 68-foot tent was ordered and smaller tents were to be 
rented.  Gatekeepers and cashiers were selected.  Entrance to the fair would cost 25¢ for those over the age of 12 
years and 15¢ for children.  All teams entering the grounds would be charged a 25 cent fee.3 

Did you ever wonder about the evolution of fair food and entertainment?  In keeping with tradition and a spirit of 
bi-partisanship, Wednesday was appointed Democratic Day and Thursday was Republican Day.  Each day was 
to have a representative speaker.  Concessions were let to the highest bidder. 

• Ed Duclos – Ice Cream Stand $33
• Ed Duclos – Cigars & Tobacco $5
• Conrad & Carstens – Fruit & Popcorn Stand $11
• Lawrence Dedrich – Cane & Knife Rack $10

1 “County Fairs,” Encyclopedia of Chicago, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/345.html 
2 Johnson, Loretta. Will County Fair Peotone, Illinois 100 Years of Country Pride (Manteno, Illinois: F. Weber Printing Co, 2004), p 
2. 
3 Ibid., p 3. 

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/345.html
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• E. E. Barton – “Hit the Babies” Rack $5
• Martin Lohrbach – Shooting Gallery $5
• Carl Schroeder – Barrel Throwing $6.25
• Harry F. Conrad – Merry-Go-Round: Fair to get 25%

A week before the fair was to open, the Illinois Central Railroad reported it would reduce the roundtrip fare to a 
one and one third fare to Peotone for all points between Riverdale, south of Chicago, and Gilman, south of 
Kankakee.  In addition, the ladies of the First Methodist-Episcopal Church would be serving hot meals, under a 
tent, for 25 cents!  School teachers and their “scholars” could attend the fair for free on the first day, and schools 
were closed around the townships.  The printing committee ordered one thousand 15-cent and one thousand 10-
cent tickets.  

The success of Peotone’s first fair filled The Peotone Vedette with news on the morning of September 23, 1904. 
It was “the biggest thing of the kind ever given in this end of the county…a bigger success than the most sanguine 
of promoters ever imagined it would be!!”  The exhibits were crowded to the limit and could have filled twice the 
space.  Stockmen were still seeking entries even after all the sheds and pens were filled.  More than 50 draft horses 
and “roadsters” were shown, 21 cattle, 48 hogs, 41 coops of chickens and 2 pens of sheep. 

“The weatherman was in a gracious mood and clear skies encouraged people to come.”  Delegations were sent 
from neighboring towns of Joliet, Manhattan, Wilmington, Manteno, Kankakee, Grant Park, Beecher, Crete, 
Matteson, Monee and Frankfort.  An estimated 4,000 people attended the fair.  Receipts from ticket sales were 
$553.90. “After all expenses and premiums were paid the association will be in splendid shape for next year’s 
fair.”  The Methodist ladies “did a rushing business at their dining tent,” earning $128 and serving 512 meals. 

Not only farmers benefitted from the exhibition and advertising, but businessmen as well.  Schroeder Brothers 
rented a tent to display the full line of their pianos and entertained the large crowds with music played by H. H. 
Schroeder, one of the owners, and Morris Morel of Clifton, a talented player and singer.  John Conrad displayed 
the latest farm implements and “hardware specialties.”  The Jurres Brothers showed the most modern farm 
machinery.  F. A. Schlauder exhibited vehicles and harness.  It was the beginning of the “motor” age and farm 
machinery powered by air cooled gasoline engines drew as much interest as the prized Percheron draft horses. 
Jacob Gross and James McPherson displayed the advantages of electric belts.  W. H. Kimmelshue showed off his 
cream separator, and Dennis & Beutien their fertilizers. 

Baseball was the national pastime, and every township had its own team of boys.  The games at the fair drew 
large crowds.  On Wednesday there was a double-header.  In the first, the Happy Greens defeated the Glory Start 
11 to 10.  “Then the Will boys spit on their hands and went after the Greens.  Will drew 4 times and the Greens 
got a basket full of goose eggs.”   

There was so much interest in the ball games and exhibits that Democratic Day was a bust.  A big Democratic 
picnic in Joliet on Wednesday kept the better-known politicians away.  The speaker, Dr. Daniel R. Grover of 
Chicago, though he spoke eloquently on behalf of his party’s presidential candidate, Alton B Parker, was heard 
by only a very small crowd.  But fortune favored the Republicans the following day with warm weather and no 
baseball.  A large crowd gathered to hear Iowa National Committeeman Harry J McFarland’s “splendid address” 
on behalf of Teddy Roosevelt.  Roosevelt would go on to defeat Parker in the November election by the largest 
popular vote majority since James Monroe’s election in 1820.4 

4 “1904 United States Presidential Election,” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1904_United_States_presidential_election 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1904_United_States_presidential_election
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Peotone’s first fair was such a success that in 1905 the fair was held over three days and two nights, September 
20, 21, and 22.  Electric arc lights illuminated the fairgrounds, and a three-day pass cost 50¢.  An Industrial Parade 
opened the fair and an All Livestock Parade took place in the afternoon.  Games were greatly expanded to include 
foot races, sack races, pony races, fat men’s races, and ladies’ races. There were riding contests for both men and 
women, and tug of war games. There was a new class for the judging of dogs.  Women vied for Best in “Corset 
Covers” and Home Laundry which included classes in “Ladies Shirtwaist, Child’s Dress, and Collar and Cuffs.”  
Keeping your laundry white with the hard well water of the prairie was no small feat!   

A “dastardly act” darkened the 1905 Fair on Opening Day.  Julius Hirsch and John Kampe of Frankfort, Illinois 
had brought their prize jack, one of the best in the country valued at $2,100, to show at the fair.  A jack is a male 
donkey used to breed mules.  Someone entered the jack’s stall and cut six inches off its tail, taking three segments 
of bone.  The animal nearly bled to death before it was discovered.  The fair directors offered a $100 reward, but 
the perpetrator was never discovered.5 

The ensuing years demonstrated increasing enthusiasm and success for the fair, and the fair directors realized 
profits each year.  They signed a five-year lease with Mrs. Jane Barbour for the Small’s Grove site and built a 
permanent structure, 72 feet square.  In 1907, a Baby Contest earned the winner a $3 prize from the Citizens Bank 
and the runner up received $1 from the Bank of Peotone.  It wasn’t easy finding judges for the contest. “…Three 
out of town gentlemen were finally secured and they did their best to give a perfectly fair verdict.  A large crowd 
closely watched their work.”6  The Handsomest Baby was first, Fay Piper and second, Marie Fletcher.  The Best 
Dressed Baby was first, Darline French and second, Fredrick Mohr. The Baby Contest has remained a fair favorite 
up to the present day. 

The Public School Department was an interesting class of the fair.  All grades from 1st to 12th participated, and 
the rules were very strict.  Premiums were “paid in full.”  First prizes ranged from 50¢ to $1.25; second prizes 
35¢ to $1; and third prizes 25¢ to 75¢, increasing by grades.  There were no entrance fees.  Work had to be done 
by the pupil.  All cards, drawings and maps had uniform requirements.  Neatness and accuracy were the first 
requisite of the judges, and the State course of study was the basis of each contest. 

• 1st Grade: Overall Boy Calendar - a cut out, Crayola colored picture of an Overall Boy
• 2nd Grade: Sunbonnet Baby Poster – a cut out, colored and labelled picture of a Sunbonnet Baby
• 3rd Grade: two prizes; Writing, first two stanzas of Longfellow’s Children’s Hour and Paper Cuttings,

illustrating any one of Aesop’s Fables
• 4th Grade: two prizes; Writing, first stanza of Longfellow’s Ride of Paul Revere and Drawing, a Crayola

landscape
• 5th Grade: two prizes; Writing, products and industries of the Northeastern States and Geography, map of

eight Northeastern States
• 6th Grade: two prizes; Writing, an order for books you would like to own from American Book Co. and

Geography, a papier maché map of Asia
• 7th Grade: two prizes; Map of the Panama Canal Zone in plaster of paris or putty and Illustrated Theme –

Coffee
• 8th Grade: two prizes; Plan of the Battle of Gettysburg and Mounted prints of Leaves
• Freshmen: Anatomy and Physiology Chart
• Sophomores: Chart in the form of a tree showing derivations from Latin
• Juniors: two prizes; Botanical flora or plant study and Solid Geometry
• Seniors: two prizes; Map of Territorial Expansion of the United States and Physics Chart

5 Johnson, Will County Fair Peotone, Illinois 100 Years of Country Pride (Manteno, Illinois: F. Weber Printing Co, 2004), p 13. 
6 From The Peotone Vedette, Sept. 27, 1907; Ibid. p. 14. 
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And for the Country School Pupils Only: Give work and analysis of the following examples (lest you think the 
word problem a more modern form of torture!)  “If a wagon box contains 50 bushels of wheat worth 89¢ a bushel, 
how many loads must be drawn to carry $311.50 worth?  And “An expert typewriter working by the hour receives 
$32.40 a week, working 9 hours daily except Sunday.  How many hours a day must he work to earn $19.20 in 
four days at the same rate?” 

In 1907 heavy rain extended the fair for another day.  Saturday afternoon was the parade of prize-winning 
livestock, “headed by the automobiles owned in the town.”  The age of the automobile had arrived.  In 1908, a 
racetrack was made for $50 to be used by horses, automobiles, bicycles and feet.  Clearly, there was keen interest 
in racing, as the prizes for the winners far exceeded other classes.  A Pony Race and a Bicycle Race earned each 
of the winners a $5 prize.  A farmer’s four wheeled Vehicle Race winner earned $15 and the Horse Race winners 
earned $25.  No doubt betting enriched the spectators.  By 1909 there were even prizes for the best kept mile of 
road within a fixed radius around Peotone. By 1910, a special entrance gate for automobiles was required and 
parking them cost 25¢. 

The 1910 Fair reported the first major injury to two young ladies.  Miss Mae Porter’s arm was severely broken 
when her dress sleeve became wound around the upright shaft of the Lover’s Tub on the Merry Go Round.  Her 
thumb and wrist, the radius and ulna below the elbow, and the humerus a few inches below the shoulder, were all 
broken, and the muscles of her arm were torn and bruised.  Her friend, Miss Charlotte McMahon, had her dress 
completely torn from her body but “braced herself in the tub and by main strength kept from revolving with the 
shaft…The physicians did not anticipate any serious or permanent injury, but the excitement put an end to further 
interest in the fair.”  Farmers were well acquainted with such injuries, but they still seem shocking to the modern 
observer.7 

In 1912 a grandstand was built at the baseball diamond by 100 members of the Fair Association.  Seating for 
spectators was a happy addition.  The most popular exhibit was a real telephone switchboard from the Chicago 
Telephone Company.  Races continued their popularity, and everyone wanted to be included: under and over 14- 
year-olds, boys and girls, and married women.  Prizes were given for heaviest, and lightest, and longest married 
couples, and oldest bachelors!  Vaudeville and carnival were alive in America and free shows were part of  county 
fair entertainment.  Alfresco, the Elastic Equilibrist; Steve Lacy, the light and heavyweight juggler; Woods & 
Woods, comedy acrobat par excellence; Lorenzo the King of Fire Eaters; and the Aerial Sherwoods Trapeze Act 
were only a sample of the shows on tour across the county fair circuit. 

Every year continued to see increasing attendance.  By 1914, the crowds had attracted pickpockets to the Peotone 
Fair.  Elderly men were the easiest marks, and one was parted of his wallet and $40.  But on Thursday evening, a 
couple of Joliet detectives spotted a “gang of four” and they were busted.  Offered a lock up or a ride out of town, 
they opted for the latter!  Bad weather hampered the fair for several years.  In order to boost attendance in 1916, 
the Fair Association organized an Auto Tour five days before opening day.  Thirty automobiles visited seventeen 
towns, and a Peotone speaker would tell the audience about the fair as they admired the automobiles.  Advertising 
paid off and new records for attendance were set. 

In 1917 and 1918, heavy rains kept the farmers in their fields late in the season, and unsettled conditions due to 
the War in France and cold weather kept participation and attendance down.  But the 1919 Fair was a great 
celebration.  Decorated floats were now part of the street parade on opening day, and the Country Schools vied 
for $6 prizes for 1st place and $4 for 2nd place.  Homecoming Day celebrated returning soldiers who were feted 
by fairgoers and entered for free.  Moving pictures made their debut at the fair.  Victory movies and Charlie 
Chaplin’s A Dog’s Life were big hits. 

7 Ibid. p. 16. 
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By 1920, the Peotone Fair was looking around for more space.  The Will County Driving Park Association was 
formed by selling 1,000 shares at $25 each, and with capital stock of $25,000 they began looking for property to 
build a standard half mile racetrack.  Twenty acres of land south of West Street were secured and a lease was 
offered to the Fair Association.  Moving the Fair required all new buildings.  The Driving Park Association would 
build the track and a covered grandstand.  The Fair Association would be responsible for the livestock barns and 
exhibition halls.  The track was ready for the 4th of July and three races were scheduled: a Free For All Horse 
Race, a Trot or Pace Race, and a Farmer’s Race. There were no entry fees, and the purses were $200, $150, and 
$75, respectively. In addition, there were two games of Baseball with a $100 purse and a debut of the new game 
of Basketball with a $25 purse.  On September 2, all business houses in Peotone closed and everyone went to 
work on the new fairgrounds.  About 200 men, mostly farmers, arrived “to make things hum” and soon the new 
buildings were ready for action.8 

By 1922, rain in September became such a problem that the Fair Association insured the first three fair days 
against rain for $1,000 and $500 for the last day.  They were able to collect when rain closed the fair on opening 
day.  The fair was extended through Saturday and all past records of attendance were broken.  Railroad service 
by the Illinois Central and the Chicago, Milwaukee & Gary Railway provided easy access to Peotone.  The 
Chicago & Southern Traction Company electric line ran cars from Kankakee to 79th and Halsted and connected 
with the Joliet & Eastern line in Chicago Heights.  The Stewart House opened a first-class hotel charging $2 per 
day. A three-day pass now cost $1. 

Horse racing continued to draw large crowds at the fair.  New games, shows and premiums appeared each year.  
Cow calling became a big contest.  A silver cow bell, donated by Blue Valley Creamery Co., was awarded to 
Treffle Soucie of Manteno.  Delmar Snyder’s Greater Flying Circus, the Flying X Ranch of Montana Rodeo, and 
a Winnebago Indian Village entertained fairgoers over the years.  Nearby airfields advertised aeroplane rides for 
$3 and auto races, featuring “noted cars and drivers,” were scheduled year-round at the racetrack.  In 1929, the 
first Bathing Beauty Contest was held in front of the grandstand with 20 contestants.  All the girls wore silk face 
masks until the winners were announced.  The first-prize winner, Miss Geneva Roberts of Storm Lake, Iowa 
earned $100 in gold! 

By 1932, automobile races were increasingly popular, so the half-mile oval track was graded, banked, widened 
and oiled to accommodate three car heats in 5- and 15-mile races.  In 1934, at the height of the Great Depression, 
it was advertised that “a live baby would be given away” on the last day of the Fair.9  Before you gasp in horror, 
the live baby turned out to be a piglet, won by Arthur Weber.  A Popularity Contest in 1934 earned the winner, 
Miss Phyllis Harsh of Peotone, a seventeen-jewel Waltham gold wristwatch and bracelet.  As automobiles became 
more prolific, the horse shows became larger and more elaborate.  Not just draft horses were shown, but hunters 
and jumpers and five-gaited saddle horses, too, in 29 classes, earning $30, $20, and $15 premiums.  

Financial difficulties threatened the Fair Association, but 4th of July celebrations and auto races earned revenue 
to fund the fair now held over Labor Day.  In 1937, a loan for $7,650 was negotiated with the Peotone Bank to 
renew the mortgage of the property and buildings.  In the 1940s, there was trouble among the Association 
members over the election of new directors.  Proxy voters created controversy and three elections were held 
before the matter was settled by 585 voters (317 by proxy), the largest number ever gathered at a meeting.  The 
following year a lawsuit was filed against the Fair Association by a family wanting to take over the fair, and 

8 Ibid. p. 22. 
9 Ibid., p. 38. 
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certain farmers were barred from showing at the fair.  The State of Illinois urged the county fairs to sell War 
Bonds, but gas rationing through the War kept attendance down. 

The 1946 Fair almost didn’t happen.  All poultry shows were prohibited by an outbreak of Newcastle Disease and 
the Baby Contest was called off by the rapidly increasing spread of Infantile Paralysis.  But post-War euphoria 
was hard to stop and soon the fair took off again with 20,000 people attending in 1947.  In July 1948, the covered 
grandstand, a ticket office and part of the track fence burned.  Temporary grandstands were built for the late 
August fair and the big draws that year were motorcycle races and a WLS National Barn Dance several times 
daily.  Rural electrification had made “all things electric” a sensation both inside and outside of the house. The 
fair’s exhibit “Better Methods” featured an electric farm show, every type of new appliance for the home, and a 
long-distance telephone demonstration.  

In 1954, draft horses disappeared from the Peotone Fair Premium List.  Farming had entered the age of heavy 
machinery.  Tractor Pulling and Stock Car Races became ever more popular.  Fifty years of the Peotone Fair had 
demonstrated all the dynamic changes that transformed the closely knit, agrarian farm community into the rapidly 
mechanizing powerhouse agriculture would become.  The Peotone Fair continues to this very year alongside the 
ever-encroaching urban sprawl of the Chicagoland area, holding fast to its country pride.  Mrs. Loretta Johnson’s 
Will County Fair Peotone, Illinois 100 Years of Country Pride is available at the SSGHS Library.  Photo used  
by permission of the author. 
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Regional Sources 

Will County Historical Society 
Museum and Research Center 
by Sandy Vasko, Executive Director 

The Will County Historical Society … 

Its major activities are based in the historic I & M Canal Administration Building built in 1837.   As the 
offices and museum for the Will County Historical Society, the building is under constant use. 
Volunteers staff the office almost daily, and several days a week volunteers are doing research to 
document the holdings of “the Vault.”  This secure space has literally thousands of documents related to 
the history of the Canal and Will County and much is not fully organized.  In addition, the Museum and 
Research Center is open on weekends and by appointment.   

The Research Center holds a growing number of Will County-related documents and is becoming a 
frequent source of research for families looking at their histories in the County.  We have an extensive 
and varied collection of approximately 70,000 archival documents and artifacts that describe the period, 
places, and people of Will County and the Illinois and Michigan Canal. Some of the items that are in our 
possession date back to the mid-1800s and consist of:  
- Canal, county, and court records
- Church records
- Local newspapers on microfilm
- Architectural surveys
- Photographs
Our Research and Genealogical Room is available to the public for their research needs.  Our staff is
happy to help with your research and genealogy questions/projects.

Some files for genealogical and research purposes stored at the museum are now available for 
download. In addition to online resources, local sources used for genealogical research 
include: - Early 20th century Will County African American genealogical records
- Obituaries
- School yearbooks
- Mortgages
- Cemetery books

The Historical Society has, only in the past several years, completely reorganized a set of historic 
buildings to create the Will County Heritage Village six blocks north along the Canal.  Summer 
programing is being developed at the Heritage Village, and some of these activities connect with the I 
& M Canal building and its resources. 

The I & M Canal building is one of the most significant public buildings in Illinois in existence from the 
1830s. This is reflected in its designation as a site on the National Register of Historic Places in 1972, 
and its inclusion in the National Register designation of the Downtown Lockport Historic District in 
1974.  Through its state-wide markers program, the Illinois State Historical Society established a formal 
state marker at the building in 1976.  In 2017, it was added to the national listing of important sites on 
the Underground Railroad by the Network to Freedom program of the National Park Service.  At least 
ten times a year, local public-school groups tour the building.  It is also a real attraction during the annual 
“Canal Days” festival held in Lockport.   
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The Museum and Research Center is at 803 S. State St., Lockport, Illinois 60441.  To contact us, go to 
our website at www.willhistory.org, follow us on Facebook, or contact us with Facebook Messenger, or 
call at 1-815-341-0226. 

Current view of the I & M Canal Building 

Marker erected in 1976 

http://www.willhistory.org/
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Regional Sources

The Diamond Mine Monument 
by Susan Bain-Williams 

On September 5, 1898, the United Mine Workers’ Union erected this monument to recognize and 
remember those who lost their lives in the Diamond Mine Disaster on February 16, 1883.  The thaw of 
the winter snow was accompanied by warm rains.  Water had risen so fast that it burst through an 
abandoned shaft.  The break was on the east side of the mine property, but the water rose so quickly, it 
closed tight the trap doors, trapping miners.  Despite valiant attempts to save miners, the water, muck, 
and mud practically sealed the mine.  There was no alternative but to seal the mine.  It would take 38 
days and nights of pumping out the shaft for rescue squads to go back into the mine.  Twenty-eight 
bodies were retrieved before the final decision was madeto permanently seal the mine, leaving 46 
miners below.   

There was no miners’ union at the time of the disaster.  When the United Mine Workers’ Union 
formed, Braidwood Local One insisted on the monument.  In total, 72 miners and two of the rescue 
miners lost their lives in the Diamond Mine Disaster.  Their ages ranged from 13 to 54 years.  It was 
determined that those who did not drown were taken by the accumulation of gas.  The mine, Shaft #2, 
was owned by the Wilmington Coal Mining and Manufacturing Company.  There is a plaque on the 
site explaining the events of the disaster, erected by the Illinois Department of Transportation 
and the Illinois State Historical Society in 1984.    

__________ 

Digging Deeper: The Coal City Public Library District website has information on the Diamond Mine 
Disaster at https://www.ccpld.org/coalmining/diamond/diamond_minedisaster.html and lists the miners 
who died at https://www.ccpld.org/coalmining/diamond/diamond_victims.html 

The location of the Diamond Mine Disaster Marker, according to The Historical Marker 
Database (https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=6868) is as follows: 

Location: 41° 17.319′ N, 88° 15.03′ W. Marker is in Diamond, Illinois, in Grundy County. 
Marker is on East Division Street / Johnson Road (Illinois Route 113) one mile west of 
Interstate 55, on the right when traveling west.  

A photograph of the Diamond Mine Disaster Marker and Monument can be found on the inside of the 
back cover. The size of the photograph of the Marker and Monument would not allow you to have a 
good view of either the marker or the monument if we placed the photograph in the empty space that 
was on this page. 

The photograph and additional information on the marker and the monument can be found at this 
website link:   https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=6868 

https://www.ccpld.org/coalmining/diamond/diamond_minedisaster.html
https://www.ccpld.org/coalmining/diamond/diamond_victims.html
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=6868
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=6868


67 

Regional History 

Religious Life in the Southland 
by Larry A. McClellan 

Faith communities and religious institutions generally start and grow in two broad directions.  They are 
priestly and pastoral, that is, they focus on inner directed concerns.  How do we worship, how do we 
care for one another, how do we support and express our traditions, our rituals, our spiritual paths?  And 
they can be, mostly or in part, prophetic and service oriented, that is, they focus on outer directed 
concerns.  How do we evaluate the condition and the needs of the world and our own communities and 
how do we support through service, through understanding, through healing, through critiques of current 
practices?   Both broad streams lead to community building, to the forming of congregations to worship 
and serve together.  Both broad streams have been evident in the life and work of religious communities 
in the Southland. 

For hundreds of years, communities across the Southland were those of the Council of the Three Fires: 
the Ojibwe, Ottawa (Odawa), and Potawatomi (Bodewadmi) nations.  Many others — including the 
Miami, Ho-Chunk, Sac, and Fox — also called this area home.  These communities were located at the 
intersection of historic trails and across this transition area between the great waterways of Lake 
Michigan and the Illinois River/Mississippi River watershed.  A fortified village sat on the east side of 
Thorn Creek near present-day Thornton, occupied over several hundred years by the Miami, Illini, and 
Potawatomi until 1832.1  A Potawatomi village sat for many years on the side south of Hickory Creek 
at what is now the eastern edge of New Lenox.2  A permanent settlement was on the banks of the Little 
Calumet River near Blue Island and another on Forest Island next to the Saganashkee Slough.  Integral 
to their lives were traditions, rituals and understandings that connected them to what others would call 
their religious life.  Scattered examples of the remnants of mound building and some possible ritual 
artifacts remain to express this life.  Their spiritual legacies are continued in the lives and families of 
Native Americans living in the region today. 

Following their imprint on the land and in the midst of their removal, the shaping of the Southland in its 
current form continued with individuals and families from the eastern states and workers imported from 
Europe creating settlements related to the building of the I & M Canal.  Especially among Irish workers, 
this led to mission efforts and then the congregation of St. James of the Sag.  This Roman Catholic parish 
was established in 1833, with its cemetery organized in 1837.  Walking among the tombstones on a ridge 
above the old canal, the graves of early Irish canal workers and some of their families can be visited.  In 
addition, responding to these Irish workers was a major reason for the growth of St. Patrick’s Church in 
Lemont, beginning in 1840.3  At the eastern edge of the Southland, another Catholic church began in 
1839 in Strassburg which would become Sauk Village.  This congregation for German settlers started as 
St. Jacob’s but was renamed St. James during World War I. 

East of the Canal and across the Southland, in the 1830s, early settlers were overwhelmingly New 
Yorkers and New Englanders, and almost all came from Congregational, Baptist, Presbyterian, and 

1 See the research work of the Thornton Historical Society, most recently the creation of a historical marker at the site of the 
Hoxie Farm and Potawatomi village. 
2 William Schofield, The Trail of the Potawatomi (Lockport: Will County Historical Society, Spring, 1978), 3.  Reprinted by 
the Society in 1990. 
3 “St. Patrick’s Church,” Where The Trails Cross [WTTC] vol 7: 3, 105. 
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Methodist traditions.  Most of these arrived in 1834-35-36, as the land was available through Federal 
land offices.  Prior to that, families had created farms either through negotiations with Native American 
leaders or by simply squatting on the land, anticipating that it could be purchased later.  The area that 
became Homer, New Lenox and Orland Townships had families on the land by 1831 forming what 
would become the Yankee Settlement and the Hickory Creek Settlement.  Before 1835, John Kinzie had 
purchased from Native persons the area that he platted as the settlement of Thornton.4    

In the days before Protestant congregations were formed, itinerant preachers would stop and preside over 
worship services attended by most of the folks settled in the vicinity.  One striking example remembered 
by early settlers was the visit of an itinerant missionary named Marcellus McGowan.  He was traveling 
through Thornton on his way from Missouri back to Ohio, between the two homes for the new religious 
path being advocated by John Smith, for those called the Mormons, soon to be known as the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  His visit sparked great curiosity and a large audience gathered in a 
local farmhouse in 1836 to listen to this “long-haired apostle” of the new Mormon tradition.5 

Aided by missionaries traveling through, the Hadley Congregational Church grew out of a congregation 
formed in 18336 near the center of Homer Township and the Beebe’s Grove Congregational Society 
started in 1839.  These congregations connected with a handful of other Congregational churches across 
northern Illinois and by 1843 were providing leadership in the growing anti-slavery movement.  The 
Beebe’s Grove group became part of the Crete Congregational Church, and issued in 1842 one of the 
earliest church resolutions in Illinois declaring opposition to slavery.7 

The southern parts of Homer Township and reaching 
into Orland Township was the area known as the 
Yankee Settlement.  Here, parallel to the development 
of the Hadley Church was the organizing of the 
O’Plain Baptist Church, also in 1833.  This was the 
first organized Baptist congregation in northern 
Illinois.  At one point this was called the Hadley 
Baptist Church, and it eventually evolved into the 
Marley Community Church now located in New 
Lenox Township.8  A few miles to the south, in the 
Hickory Creek Settlement, a Methodist class was 
started by itinerant Methodist missionaries in 1836 or 
37 which became part of the base for a Methodist 
congregation formed in New Lenox in 1845.9  In 
Thorn Grove, on the old Vincennes Trace, a Methodist 
class started in 1836 and moved to Crete in 1841.10 

4 Alfred T. Andreas, The History of Cook County, Illinois (Chicago:  A. T. Andreas, Publisher, 1884), 860. 
5 Andreas, 859. 
6 Ron Otto, “Homer Congregational Church, 1833-1976,” WTTC vol 13: 1, 3. 
7 Larry A. McClellan, The Underground Railroad South of Chicago (Crete:  Thorn Creek Press, 2019). 
8 Ron Otto, “Early Homer Township Churches,” WTTC, vol. 13: 1, 1; “Marley Community Baptist Church,” WTTC, vol. 14, 
108. On the two early congregations, see also George Woodruff, The History of Will County, Illinois (Chicago:  Wm.
LeBaron, Jr. & Co, 1878), 523.
9 Woodruff, 511.
10 Ibid, 560.

Started as the O’Plain Baptist Church 
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Following these early developments, significant church organizing came in the 1840s and 1850s.  In 
Richton, which became Richton Park, the first settlers in 1836 were Henry and Christina Merker, German 
immigrants.  With other German farmers, they helped establish the German Lutheran Church in 1841. 
In Thorn Grove [Chicago Heights], families settled along Hubbard’s Trail/Vincennes Trace in 1834-36 
and then, in 1843 formed the Presbyterian Church of Thorn Grove.  By 1843, families were gathering to 
form a Methodist congregation in the settlement that became Bremen and eventually Tinley Park.11  In 
1847, German Lutherans began meeting together in Cooper’s Grove and within a few years organized 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church (now in Country Club Hills).  By 1849, a German Lutheran 
Church was underway in Crete.12 

During the next several years, in the 1850s, congregations grew in communities across the Southland, 
most for families with northern European backgrounds.  Dutch immigrants settled in Roseland and South 
Holland in the late 1840s and established several congregations.  German families arriving in the 
Southland came with differing traditions and established churches as Catholics, as Lutherans, and as 
German Evangelicals, the last being close to Congregationalists and Baptists in their church life. 

A variety of congregations emerged.  German Baptist societies formed in Mokena in 1851 and Green 
Garden Township in 1855.  Methodist churches emerged in Lemont in 185313 and Peotone in 1858. 
German Lutheran churches began in Mokena in 1850, Frankfort in 1853, Eagle Lake (Beecher) in 
1854,14 and Palos Township in 1855.  German Evangelical churches started in Monee in 1854, Mokena 
in 1862, Thornton Station (Homewood) in 1862, and Green Garden in 1863.  German families gathered 
at the beginnings of what would become Homewood to support their religious, educational, and cultural 
needs by forming the German School-Parish of Thornton Station, the Deustsche Schulgemeinde zu 

Thornton Station, Cook Co. Ill.15  

A Dutch Reformed congregation started in Lansing in 1863.  The 
only congregation in Will Township began as a Presbyterian 
Church in 1864, known widely as simply “The Will Church.”16 
Following these congregations, as the communities of the 
Southland grew, additional churches of varying denominations 
were established.  African American families in Harvey started 
Schaffer Chapel in 1896 as a congregation of the AME, the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church.  By 1905, Shiloh Baptist 
Church was in operation among Black families in Chicago 
Heights.  In 1928, this congregation joined with two others to 
eventually become Union Evangelistic Baptist Church.  In 1907, 
Payne Chapel, AME, was established in the Heights.17 

11 Andreas, 884, 887, 882. 
12 Woodruff, 561. 
13 In 1861, the Methodist built a church in Lemont, now well-regarded and known as “The Old Stone Church.”  See “The Old 
Stone Church,” WTTC vol 7: 3, 93. 
14 “Churches of Washington Township,” WTTC vol 22: 2, 62. 
15 Larry A. McClellan, St. Paul Community Church, 135 Years of Worship, Fellowship and Service, (Homewood:  St. Paul 
Community Church, 2000), 5. 
16 Alice De Boer, “The Will Church,” WTTC vol. 16:  1, 24. 
17 On Shiloh Church, see “The Forum, social news of the Colored People,” Chicago Heights Star, June 1, 1928.  Union 
Evangelistic Baptist Church (Chicago Heights:  by the church, 2002), 4. 
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From the 1860s to the end of the nineteenth century, a number of Roman Catholic parishes were 
established, often related to the growth of ethnic communities and neighborhoods in the Southland.  The 
historic St. Mary’s Church in Mokena began as a German congregation in 1864.  In 1867, St. Alphonsus 
began, serving German Catholics in the region around Lemont.  By the end of the century, Poles were 
settling in Posen and Lemont, and Italians in Chicago Heights, leading to the creation of Catholic 
parishes.   

Early in the 20th century, two Jewish congregations grew in support of Jewish families in and near 
Chicago Heights.  These became Temple Anshe Shalom in Olympia Fields and Congregation Am Echad 
in Park Forest.  They both trace their roots to Synagogue Beth Israel, established in Chicago Heights in 
1905.  In 1911, a group of Italian Waldensians, a historic Protestant tradition, settled in Chicago Heights. 
They formally organized as a Presbyterian congregation in 1912 and built a small church in “The Hill” 
section of Chicago Heights.  A Greek Orthodox parish was organized at about the same time in Chicago 
Heights, followed by the creation of Saint Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church in 1918 to serve Greek 
families in the Palos communities.18 

Today in the Southland, most of these early congregations continue and are now part of around 800 
congregations spread across the region.  Most recently faith communities in the Muslim and Hindu 
traditions have established their own congregations and buildings, and a wave of mega-churches 
emerged.  In the 1950s, there was general agreement that religion in American meant: “Protestant-
Catholic-Jew.”  Today, and this is also true for the Southland, American religious traditions can be 
characterized as: “Protestant-Orthodox-Catholic-Jew-Muslim-Hindu-Buddhist.”  With these, there is 

18 “Palos Township Churches,” WTTC vol. 20: 4, 146. 

Catholic Churches in Chicago Heights and Steger 
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also a handful of other organized groups who consciously see themselves as spiritual or religious 
communities outside of traditional names and categories. 

Historically, these faith communities have not only built churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, and 
worship centers, but also have supported important movements and institutions beyond themselves.  This 
is the second great stream that is outer directed, that finds the bases for ministry and outreach.  This path 
is both prophetic, declaring a desired path or supporting cultural and social concerns, and a path of 
service, addressing specific needs for healing, education, and wholeness. 

Perhaps the earliest organized movement from religious groups was that in support of abolition.  In the 
years before the Civil War, a few communities like the Congregational churches were very specific in 
their support of abolition and in both Hadley and Crete, members were active with the Underground 
Railroad assisting freedom seekers who escaped from bondage in the South and were headed for Canada. 
Abolitionists within a variety of religious traditions saw their commitments as expressions of their faith. 

During the Civil War, Southland congregations were clear about support for the Union and for their 
members who went off to fight.  Following the War, one of the great social questions was support for or 
opposition to Temperance, that is, the “war against drink,” the call for the prohibition of alcohol.  Many 
Protestant congregations were vocal in their support for political and social action supporting the 
Temperance Movement.  At the end of the 19th century, the planned city of Harvey developed in good 
measure as a Protestant-backed Temperance town.  This commitment led the world-famous Black 
evangelist Amanda Berry Smith to open in Harvey the first orphanage for Black children in northern 
Illinois.  Support for Temperance among Protestant congregations continued well into the 20th century 
assisting in the passage of the 18th Amendment. 

Also, in the early 20th century, support from some Southland congregations could be found for the 
national movement for “Robust Health,” in the directions as influenced by Teddy Roosevelt.  In addition, 
some congregations and religious leaders were very public in supporting their local communities by 
advocating the “Good Roads” movement, pushing for state action to “Get Illinois out of the Mud!”  In 
1913, several Southland congregations joined with others across the nation in observing the last Sunday 

Historically linked congregations in Homewood and Thornton 
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in October as a day for prayer and dedication for the newly designated Lincoln Highway, the latest effort 
to unite the country! 
In the first quarter of the 20th century, various forms of religious support emerged, especially from 
churches out of northern European traditions, for movements to “save the culture” in the face of 
immigrant settlement.  The advent of movies, radio and automobiles led to various movements for 
censorship.  Some church support also emerged for meetings of the Klu Klux Klan, which sponsored an 
outdoor rally in Lemont in the 1920s, drawing over 20,000 observers and participants.  

In Chicago Heights, programs began in 1917 as a ministry from the Italian Presbyterian Church to serve 
Italian immigrants.  In 1937, this continued in the newly built Jones Center on the east side of the city. 
This became, and continues as, a classic “neighborhood house,” serving generations of immigrant 
groups.  

Although the Southland has several historic Black communities and neighborhoods, discriminatory 
practices were in full sway throughout the region from the 1900s thru the 1960s.  Black congregations 
carried traditions of providing help for their congregants and communities.  During this period, there is 
little, if any, evidence of white faith communities expressing public opposition to racial discrimination. 

Park Forest saw the beginning of questions and actions related to integration in housing in the 1950s. 
Related to this was the formation in the 1960s of the South Suburban Human Relations Committee, 
formed by members from several Southland congregations.  These early efforts led to struggles over the 
next several decades and the eventual embrace of the values of racial diversity by communities and 
congregations across the region. 

Other recent developments include congregations participating in Earth Day and a range of 
environmental concerns, and the emergence of several interfaith groups to welcome and foster 
cooperation among Christian, Jewish, and Muslim groups. 

Parallel to the range of movements supported by faith communities have been processes of institution 
building.  In this, faith-based education has been important to Catholic parishes and to some Protestant 
churches.  In the latter half of the 19th century, parishes were supporting Catholic schools and some 
Lutheran and Dutch Reformed churches fostered their own schools.  Many of these are going strong 
today. 

Religious based higher education came in 1870 with the establishment of the German Baptist Academy 
in Monee.  Started by German pastors and professors, this lasted for only five years.  Some congregations 
and business interests, particularly around Blue Island, supported the growth of Morgan Park Baptist 
Theological Seminary.  This was organized in 1863 and began classes in 1868.  In 1892, this institution 
became the base for the Divinity School of the newly formed University of Chicago.  Trinity Christian 
College, located in Palos Heights, was founded by local business and church leaders in 1959 with 
particular relationships with congregations in the Dutch Reformed traditions.  Tolentine College was 
established in 1958 in Olympia Fields as a Roman Catholic seminary for men preparing to enter the 
Augustinian Order.  Tolentine was closed in 1973 and in 1985, the dormitories were converted into 
senior housing.  One of Chicago’s oldest institutions began in 1846 as the Saint Francis Xavier Female 
Academy.  Eventually this evolved into Saint Xavier University in 1992 and has been a strong 
educational resource for the Southland.  Officially within the City of Chicago, the campus boundaries 
find Evergreen Park on its north and east with Oak Lawn on the west. 
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Religious communities were also central to the development of most of the hospitals in the region.  St. 
Francis Hospital in Blue Island began in 1904 with four sisters from the Sisters of St. Mary order.  They 
started in a mansion with a 30-bed capacity.  St. James opened in Chicago Heights through the work of  
the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration.  This opened on Thanksgiving Day in 1911 with a 50-
bed facility.  Sisters of the Little Company of Mary was engaged with nursing care and visitation 
ministries in Chicago.  In 1930, they opened Little Company of Mary Hospital in Evergreen Park with a 
4-story, 150-bed facility.  Palos Community Hospital was initiated in 1972 by the Sisters of Religious
Hospitallers of St. Joseph.

South Suburban Hospital was organized in 1966 as a continuation of a community-based institution 
started as Hazel Crest Hospital in 1946.  Christ Community Hospital was established in 1950, sponsored 
by the Evangelical Hospital Association of Chicago, a health services group organized by religious 
leadership in 1906.  This Association merged with the Lutheran Health Systems in 1995 to form 
Advocate Health Care Systems.  Advocate Christ was part of this merger and South Suburban came into 
the Advocate system in the 1990s. 

Silver Cross Hospital in New Lenox opened in 2012 as the replacement institution from its location in 
Joliet.  This had started there in 1895, established by the Will County Union of the King’s Daughters 
and Sons.  This local organization was part of a nation-wide movement initiated by Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Episcopalian laypeople.  The emblem for the movement was a silver Maltese cross, 
hence the name. 

In addition to schools and hospitals, religious leaders and communities have developed various health 
and service organizations across the Southland, including senior housing projects and day care centers. 
Among these are two unique institutions located in Lemont.  The Lithuanian World Center was 
established in 1987 serving Lithuanians in the metro region and world-wide.  It offers a wide range of 
services and programs and its religious expressions focus on the Blessed Jurgis Matulastic Mission. 
Across the Des Plaines River valley, nested on a hillside, is the Hindu Temple of Great Chicago.  With 
major facilities in operation in 1986, it offers worship, educational and service opportunities. 

It is intriguing to realize how much has been built by faith communities as facilities for their own uses, 
such as church buildings, etc. and as institutions serving the broader communities, especially regarding 
education and health care.  Across the Southland, these continue to be visible historic statements of their 
life together and their commitments to service.   

Also, of note: 
• In the Southland, several church buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic Places:

St. James of the Sag (built in 1852), the Lemont Methodist Episcopal Church (built in 1861), and
the Orland Park Methodist Church (built in 1898), known as the "Twin Towers Sanctuary."

• The Crete United Methodist Church worships in what may be the oldest sanctuary in continuous
use in Northern Illinois (a main section was built in 1852).
Local history museums are maintained in historic church buildings in Lemont, Tinley Park, and
Thornton.  Thorn Creek Nature Center in Park Forest is in the historic church building of a
Lutheran congregation that worshiped on Sauk Trail in Richton Park.  The building was moved
to Thorn Creek Woods.
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Malak in WTTC, Vol. 38, No. 4, Summer, 2008: “Church History Index for Cook County,” and “Church 
History Index for Will County.”         

   “Twin Towers Sanctuary”19 

19 Image from old brochure printed by the Old Orland Heritage Foundation, circa 1987. 



75 

The Armenians of West Pullman 
by Donna Work 

Armenia is a landlocked country in Western Asia, located south of the Black Sea and the Caucasus Mountains of 
Georgia, east of Turkey, north of Iran and west of Azerbaijan.  It is an ancient land, with a long and storied history. 
Tradition holds that Noah’s Ark struck land after the Great Flood on Mt Ararat in the Armenian Highlands, and 
his descendants became the Armenian people.  Historically, it has been an important crossroad between Europe 
and the Far East.  Its people have been Christian since the first century AD, converted by the Apostles Thaddeus 
(aka Jude) and Bartholomew.  In 301 AD, St Gregory the Illuminator baptized King Tiridates III and Christianity 
became the state religion.1  Sadly, the country has only intermittently and briefly ever been an independent nation. 
It has been ruled throughout its history by contesting Empires: Assyrian, Persian, Greek, Roman, Mongol, Turkish 
and Russian.  That unrelenting pressure forced the people to spread throughout the Middle East.  In many ways, 
the Armenian people came to resemble the Jewish people in feature, character, and condition.  They intermingled 
with the local populations but never fused with them.  They attained great success in commerce and finance.  They 
were deeply attached to their faith and cherished the idea of a national restoration.  And like the Jews of Eastern 
Europe, the Armenians have long suffered religious persecution, most especially by the Moslems in the waning 
days of the Ottoman Empire in 1895, 1909, and throughout the First World War.  It was that religious persecution 
which was the main driver of the Armenian diaspora.2 

       Figure 1: Armenia in 1756 by Henry Moll 

The community of West Pullman in south Chicago, bounded by 115th St, the Illinois Central Railroad, the Calumet 
River, and Blue Island and Ashland Ave, was a multi-ethnic, working-class neighborhood established in the 1920s 
by combining the area known as Kensington along the ICRR and the village of Gano to the west.3  Germans, 
Scandinavians, Italians, Poles, Hungarians, and Lithuanians lived there.  Drawn to the community by affordable 
housing, the residents were mostly factory workers in the steel mills, the International Harvester plant and the 

1 “Are An Ancient Race” The Chicago Inter Ocean, Jan. 13, 1896, p 5; https://www.newspapers.com (subscription 
required) 
2 Ibid. 
3 “West Pullman, Chicago” Wikipedia; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Pullman,_Chicago 
Figure 1 from https://imgur.com 

https://www.newspapers.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Pullman,_Chicago
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Pullman Standard Car Works.  The area was to become a safe harbor for refugees of the Armenian genocides 
at the hands of the Ottoman Turks, especially after the World War.  

The first large wave of Armenians came to Chicago in the 1890s.  These were mostly single men, coming 
to start small businesses or to study at universities.  They were the sons of an Armenian merchant class 
that had prospered and spread throughout the Ottoman Empire.  The new arrivals soon established 
businesses as grocers, shoemakers, barbers, tailors, rug merchants, physicians and lawyers.  Many 
intended to return home, but their new business success and increasing religious persecution in Turkey, 
made their stay in America permanent.  Marriages, to “picture-brides,” were often made by arrangement 
with contacts back home in Turkey or in other Armenian communities in America.  Soon a steady stream 
of chain migration and continuing persecution at home had increased the Armenian population in the 
United States to 100,000 by 1924.4 

The post War refugees to Chicago and West 
Pullman found a large network of support 
organized by those who had arrived before the 
turn of the century.  There was a chapter of the 
Armenian Relief Society (a part of the Red 
Cross) that helped them locate affordable 
housing.  The Armenian Benevolent Union, 
founded in 1906, helped them find jobs.5  By 
1924 the Armenian population had grown and 
prospered to such an extent that they were able 
to establish their own Holy Savior Armenian 
Apostolic Church.  In that year, they moved 
into the former First Congregational Church 
building on a residential street at 12032 S. 
Wallace Ave., and the church was consecrated.6  Later, they opened an independent Armenian school 
for new arrivals, allowing students to study in their native language while learning English.  Friendship 
societies, theatrical groups and patriotic associations were organized.  An Armenian National Chorus 
competed city-wide against other ethnic Choruses and gained national acclaim.  

Communal bathhouses and coffee shops were important gathering places for men to discuss the 
important political and labor issues of the day concerning their new country and old.7  Armenian 
language newspapers circulated widely, connecting the communities around the United States in Boston, 
New York, Detroit, and St Louis.  Meanwhile, there was great sympathy throughout America for the 
plight of the Armenian people.  The national newspapers of the day were filled with stories about Turkish 
and Kurdish atrocities against the Christian Armenians.  Using this publicity, the women of the West 
Pullman Armenian community were actively engaged in fund raising and organizing relief for the 
thousands of orphans and displaced persons in Armenia. 

At the end of World War I, the Ottoman Empire was broken up and Armenia had briefly organized as 
an independent Republic in 1918 to the great excitement of Armenian people around the world.  But the 

4 Encyclopedia of Chicago History. http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html 
5 Ibid  
6 “Churches of the Greater Roseland Era” Jan Helge and Paula Malak. WTTC: South Holland IL, 1988; p 36. 
Figure 2 from googlemaps 
7 Encyclopedia of Chicago History. http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html 

Figure 2: The former Church of the Holy Savior today

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html
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sudden influx of Ottoman Armenian refugees, combined with a weak banking system, the lack of 
economic opportunity and absence of any exportable natural resources, quickly overwhelmed the new 
government.  Disease and starvation were widespread.  In America, the State Department under 
Woodrow Wilson proposed making Armenia an American protectorate, but the prospect was quickly 
discarded, complicated by geography and distance.  Territorial disputes and war soon followed.  The 
newly established Turkish Republic wanted to regain control of the Armenian territory lost in the Russo-
Turkish War of 1877-1878 and invaded Armenia from the west in December of 1920.  Meanwhile, the 
Soviets descended from the North to occupy the eastern territory of Armenia.  In February 1921, a 
remnant of the Independent Republic of Armenian forces sought refuge in the southern mountains, 
hoping for international support, but none was forthcoming.  By the end of 1921, the Republic was dead. 
The west was returned to the Turks and the east was absorbed into the Soviet Union.8  

The demise of the short-lived Republic fractured the close-knit community of Chicago Armenians. 
Many continued to agitate for independence and backed the Armenian Revolutionary Federation, ARF 
or Tashnag.  But others supported the Armenian Progressive Party, APP or Henchag.  The latter, after 
the failure of the Western powers to intervene on behalf of the Republic, saw the strength of the Soviet 
Union as the best chance of protection against the Turks.  During the Great Depression, this partisanship 
boiled over, impacting the Apostolic Church itself.9 

Figure 3: Flag of the Republic of Armenia  Figure 4: Flag of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Armenia 

At Chicago’s Century of Progress in 1933, July 1st was declared Armenian Day.  Fair goers jammed the 
Hall of Sciences to take in concerts that featured famous Armenian opera stars and accompanying 
musicians.  There was folk dancing, a costume parade, and a traditional wedding ceremony was 
performed.  The program was declared a great success.  At the end of the day, approximately three 
thousand proud Armenians, from all over the US remained to listen to an address by Leon Tourian, the 
newly appointed Archbishop of the Armenian Apostolic Church in America.  A small group of young 
men, eager to demonstrate their support for an independent Armenia, attempted to plant the red, blue 
and orange flag of 1918 on the speaker’s platform.  Archbishop Tourian refused to speak unless the flag 
was taken down.  He was concerned that the Soviets might retaliate against the Armenians in the Soviet 
Republic.  The chairman of the Fair’s “Nationalities Commission” put the question to the crowd and it 
was overwhelmingly voted to take the flag down.  When the flag was removed a general riot ensued. 
Men were “overturning chairs and engaging in personal combat.”  Fifty policemen were required to 
break up the melee.  Five men were arrested, including one Soviet representative, and two policemen 
were injured.  Police were unable to determine whether the Nationalists/Tashnags or the Soviet 

8 “Armenia.” Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia#First_Republic_of_Armenia 
9 Encyclopedia of Chicago History, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html 
Figures 3 and 4: Flags of the Republic of Armenia and the Soviet Socialist Republic of Armenia; wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia#First_Republic_of_Armenia
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html
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representatives had started the brawl.10  The great success of the day turned into a national 
embarrassment. 

The fight did not end there.  Suddenly, every Armenian in America had an 
opinion about what happened in Chicago.  Armenian newspapers across the 
country debated the question.  Many condemned the Archbishop for being 
a tool of the Soviets and not defending a free Armenia.  Others demanded 
he be accorded the respect of his position as the head of the Church and 
argued for “faith over country.”  

On August 13 in Westboro, Massachusetts outside of Boston, Archbishop 
Tourian was attending a Church picnic with nearly one thousand 
parishioners, when “a truckload of Tashnags attacked him, causing a riot.” 
Consequently, he was urged to hire an armed bodyguard.  Finally, on 
Christmas Eve in New York City at the Church of The Holy Cross, as he 
was processing toward the altar to preside over mass, undefended in the 
safety of his own church, the Archbishop was surrounded by a dozen men 
and stabbed to death in front of the horrified congregation.  In the bedlam 
that followed, many of the assailants were able to escape.  But two men were 
beaten and arrested at the scene.  They were identified as Tashnag 
Nationalists.11 

Back in West Pullman, the issue of faith or country was 
so hotly contested that the parishioners of Holy Savior 
Church had to go to court in 1934 to settle the dispute 
over which faction would have possession of the church. 
Other Armenian churches in the Chicago area aligned 
themselves with one side or the other.  Ultimately the 
Court found in favor of the Nationalists who were 
awarded control and the Conservatives seceded.12  

It would take more than 20 years, and a new generation, 
for the parishioners who left Holy Savior to organize themselves into a new church.  Throughout the 
Depression and WWII, they gathered first in each other’s homes and later in the rented sanctuary of a 
nearby Episcopalian Church.  Finally, in 1957, thirteen families pledged enough money for a down 
payment and with an interest free loan, they found a suitable building for their new church.  The first 
parish of Saints Joachim & Anne (the parents of the Virgin Mary and the names of the largest 
benefactors) was consecrated in 1958 in a renovated storefront, located at the corner of 119th Street and 
Normal Avenue.  By 1965, the parish had prospered enough to build its own church on adjacent property 
at 445 W. 119th St. and that sanctuary was consecrated in 1966.  During this period, the church population 

10 “Agitators Ejected” Chicago Tribune, July 2, 1933, p 5; http://www.newspapers.com (subscription required). 
11 “Assassins Kill Head of Armenian Church” New York Daily News, Dec. 25, 1933, p 3-4; http://www.newspapers.com 
(subscription required).  
Figure 5: Ibid. 
12 Encyclopedia of Chicago History, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html  
Figure 6: google maps 

Fig 6: the former 2nd SS. Joachim & Anne 
in West Pullman today 

Fig 5: Archbishop 
Tourian 

http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/69.html
https://saintsjoachimandanne.net/about
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continued to grow on the strength of new immigrants from the Middle East.  With the support of the 
already established Armenian community, the new arrivals quickly assimilated.  

By 1974, the West Pullman church was sold and the congregation moved to its present location in 
suburban Palos Heights. A church hall was used for services until the new church could be completed 
and consecrated in the spring of 1983.  

Ever since, the church has grown and prospered as a center of Armenian faith and culture for the South 
Chicagoland and Northwest Indiana.  The ever-growing congregation supports programs for its youth 
and seniors.  Dinners, dances, cultural events, language programs, sports and choir enrich the lives of 
the parishioners and keep them deeply connected to their ancestral home.  In 2001, a ten foot “Khachkar,” 
an Armenian cross-stone, was dedicated to the memory of more than one million people who lost their 
lives in the genocide of 1915-1918.13 

Armenians in the Chicago Southland and around the world continue to support the “new” Republic of 
Armenia that emerged from the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.  

Digging Deeper 

This story came about as a result of compiling 2840 names of West Pullman residents buried from the 
Carlson Funeral Home between 1950 and 1975.  I was struck by how many of those were Armenian. 
The collection of  Carlson Funeral Home Records at the SSGHS Library is a treasure trove of 
genealogical information, including an initial death record, notes for an obituary, and a record of the 
funeral program and expenses. A searchable index is available at the SSGHS Library and will soon be 
posted on the SSGHS website. 

13 Saints Joachim and Anne Armenian Apostolic Church, https://saintsjoachimandanne.net/about 
Figures 7 and 8 from Saints Joachim and Anne Armenian Apostolic Church, https://saintsjoachimandanne.net/photos 

Fig 7: Sts. Joachim and Anne Church today Fig 8: The Khachkar of Sts. Joachim and Anne 

https://saintsjoachimandanne.net/photos
https://saintsjoachimandanne.net/photos
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Coal City, Illinois Library 
by Susan Bain-Williams 

Ready for a research day trip?  Consider Coal City Public Library District Library in Will County, 
Illinois.  It is a short trip that could reap big rewards.  Coal City is easy to find off I-55, Exit 236, to IL-
113. After a short drive through Diamond, Illinois, you arrive in Coal City.  Our history buffs might
want to stop at the Diamond Mine Memorial, located on the north side of IL-113 in Diamond.  Coal City
Library has parking in front, on the north side of the library and an adequate parking lot to the south.

The genealogy section is located on the second floor, accessible by stairs or elevator.  There is ample 
room to work with excellent lighting and everything you need is located in this space.  The staff is 
gracious and ready to help.  Coal City Library is the home of the former Will/Grundy County 
Genealogical Society.  The WGGS Collection is limited to “in library use only.”  There are twenty-five 
pages listing the holdings of this collection.  All the titles can be viewed on the Coal City Library 
Website.  Just click on the Local History/Genealogy tab on the right side of the bar on the bottom of the 
screen. 

Here’s what you can access at Coal City Library: 

Circulating Collection: 
This is Grundy County by Helen Ulrich 
Black Coal for White Bread by Maurice Marchellou 
Goose Lake Township Centennial September 1897-September 1997 by Pete Kodat 
The Braidwood Story by Modesto Joseph Donna     
Miners of the Prairie:  Life and Labor in the Wilmington, Illinois Coalfield by Richard Joyce 
Cardiff & Cardiff 2 by Jim Riddings 
Across the Ocean to the Land of Mines by Pier Giorgio Ardeni 

Circulating Genealogical Resources: 
Official Guide to Ancestry.com 
Unofficial Guide to Familysearch.org 
Genealogy for Dummies 
Walking with Your Ancestors 
How to Archive Family Keepsakes 
Basic Genealogy 

In House Resources: 
Ancestry.com 
Familysearch.com 
Newspapers.com 
HeritageQuest 

Microfilm: 
Coal City Courant  1917-2013  2014-present hard copy of paper 
Braceville Herald July 14, 1893-March 16, 1894 
Morris Herald  January 28, 1876-July 25, 1890 
Wilmington Advocate  July 7, 1882-December 21, 1906 
Wilmington Independent September 26, 1861-December 21, 1906 
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Various Joliet newspapers  1885-1906 
Grundy County Birth Records 1877-1905 
Grundy County Marriage Records 1841 
Grundy County Death Records 1878-1904 
Will County Marriage Records 1901 and before 

The history and genealogy of the Will, Grundy and Livingston Counties cannot be overlooked.  Coal 
mining and farming drew other industries to the area as well.  For instance, the first Schlitz Beer Brewery 
was in Cardiff, a coal mining town now ghost town.  Also, Chicago’s Mayor Anton Cermak was once a 
resident of Braidwood.  As the mining industry declined, the immigrants followed the work.  Those 
in the mining industry moved on to Indiana, as was the case with part of my family, laborers 
moved to Chicago, yet another part of my family, and farmers moved West. 

Enjoy your day trip!  Remember that SSGHS is also a FamilySearch Affiliate Library if you need to 
follow up on an idea later.  As always, Happy Hunting!  

Coal City Library  Hours: 
85 N Garfield Street Monday – Thursday 9:00 a. m. – 8:00 p. m. 
www.ccpld.org Friday   9:00 a. m. – 6:00 p. m.  
1-815-634-4552 Saturday  9:00 a. m. – 4:00 p. m. 

http://www.ccpld.org/
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Family Profiles from the Farmer’s Weekly Review, 
Serving Will County 

extracted by Linda Herrick Swisher 

You never know in which newspapers you may find family history. The Farmer’s Weekly Review, 
billed as “the official organ of the Will County Farm Bureau,” began in 1921 and continues today. 
Digitized issues of the Farmer’s Weekly Review from April 24, 1929 - March 31, 2011 are online at 
Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections <https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/> via the University of Illinois. 

This paper published a feature called “The Weekly Historical” for several months in 1929, in which 
readers were asked to submit sketches of their family history.  We have transcribed the sketches of 
families from eastern Will County townships covered by SSGHS.  We did not transcribe sketches of 
residents from other Will County townships; these are listed in a table at the end of this article.  Issues 
were checked through the end of 1929; no additional sketches were found other than those listed.  As 
we are unable to access digital issues earlier than April 24, 1929, it is possible that earlier issues 
contained The Weekly Historical and therefore included more families than those listed here. 

We thank the Farmers Weekly Review1 for their kind permission to reprint the following sketches. 

FRANK J KOHLHAGEN2 

Frank J. Kohlhagen, a popular citizen of Frankfort, has been a resident of Will County his entire life. 
He was born in Frankfort Township, Dec. 17, 1871, the son of John and Marie (Westfahl) Kohlhagen. 

Both John Kohlhagen and his wife were born in Butso, Macklenberg [sic], Germany.  He was born 
June 29, 1849, and his wife on Feb. 25, 1852.  John Kohlhagen was the son of Frederick and Sophia 
Kohlhagen, who came to the United States in 1865 and settled first in New Lenox Township, later 
removing to Frankfort Township, Will County, Ill.  He was a farmer.  He and his wife are buried in 
Hadley Cemetery, Hadley, Ill.  

John Kohlhagen was 16 years of age when he came to the United States, with his parents.  He was 
reared on his father's farm and in 1870 was married to Maria Westphal.  He purchased a farm of 160 
acres and followed grain farming and dairying.  He conducted this farm until 1892, when he retired 
and moved to Frankfort.  On Nov. 1, 1895, with his son Frank J., he organized Kohlhagen’s general 
store, but he was never actively engaged in the business.  He sold his interest to his son in 1911.  He 
lives in Frankfort.  His wife died Oct. 18, 1918, and is buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Frankfort, Ill. 
Mr. Kohlhagen is a member of St. Peter’s Evangelical Church and has served on the building 
committee and as trustee of same.  To Mr. and Mrs. Kohlhagen three children were born: Frank J., the 
subject of this sketch; Lily, married Otto B. Herschbach, a hardware merchant; and Emma, married 
Frank W. Logan, an ice cream manufacturer of Chicago Heights.  Mrs. Logan died Feb. 3, 1924, and 
is buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Frankfort.  

1 Thanks to editor Nick J. Reiher; the most current issue is online at https://www.willcfb.com/farmers-weekly-review 
2 Farmer’s Weekly Review (Joliet, Ill.) 24 April 1929; https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290424.1.3 

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/
https://www.willcfb.com/farmers-weekly-review
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290424.1.3
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Frank J. Kohlhagen attended the public schools of Frankfort and graduated from Bryant and Stratton’s 
Business College, Chicago, in 1890.  In 1892 he went to Joliet as deputy County Clerk, under Henry 
H. Stassen.  In the spring of 1895, he returned to Frankfort, and on Nov. 1st of that year in partnership
with his father he established the Kohlhagen General Store, and served as manager.  In 1911 he
purchased his father’s interest, since which time he has been sole owner.  He has met with success in
this undertaking and has one of the largest stores of its kind in the city.  In October, 1928, he held a
sale, closing out his entire business and retired.  Mr. Kohlhagen was one of the organizers of the
Frankfort State Bank in 1913, and was elected a director and secretary, in which capacity he is still
serving.  He is also agent of the Public Service Company of Northern Illinois, and a director in the
Frankfort-Hall Company.

WILSON F. SMITH3 

Among the prominent citizens of Will County is Wilson F. Smith, who is living retired at Plainfield. 
He was born in Lockport Township, in Will County, September 10, 1855, the son of John H. and Lydia 
(Fouser) Smith. 

John H. Smith was born in Summit County, Ohio.  He came to Will County in 1854 and after several 
years returned to Ohio with his family, where he died in 1868, at the age of 40 years.  His widow later 
returned to Will County with her children.  After many years she removed to Iowa, where she died at 
the age of 84 years.  Wilson F., the subject of this sketch, was the second child in a family of seven. 

Wilson F. Smith received a meager education in the district schools of Lockport Township, being 
required to go to work as a farm hand when fifteen years of age.  After his marriage in 1878 he rented 
land in Plainfield Township, which he occupied for 30 years.  He then purchased his present farm of 
45 acres which is located on the north side of Plainfield.  For many years Mr. Smith was a well known 
breeder of Englishshire horses, and made many exhibits at the Plainfield Township Fair.  He was 
president of the Fair Association. 

On January 1, 1878, Mr. Smith married Miss Jemima Hartong, who was born in Plainfield Township, 
August 19, 1855, the daughter of Elias and Christina (Schrer) Hartong.  Mr. Hartong was a native of 
Pennsylvania and an early settler of Will County.  His wife was born in Germany and was 12 years of 
age when her parents emigrated to the United States.  Mr. and Mrs. Smith, who celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary January 1, 1928, are the parents of the following children: Arthur, lives at 
Plainfield; Lloyd G., lives at Winona, Ill., where he is high school superintendent; Lucretia, lives at 
home; Lyda, married Dennison Green, lives at Bloomington, Ill.; Beatrice, married Mark Green, lives 
in Kendall County, Ill.; Dale, lives at Plainfield; Ada and Columbus, both deceased.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith have 14 grandchildren. 

Mr. Smith served as president of the local school board for eight years, and was instrumental in 
obtaining the consolidated schools for Plainfield.  The fine new high school was built during his term 
as president of the board.  He has always been keenly interested in education.  He was one of the 
founders of the Will County Grange in which he has always been an active worker. 

3 Farmer’s Weekly Review (Joliet, Ill.) 1 May 1929; https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290501.1.3 

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290501.1.3
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H. E. EHLERS4 
 

One of the well known men of Beecher is H. E. Ehlers, who is cashier of the Farmers State Bank of 
Beecher.  He was born in Washington Township, Will County, the son of Herman and Louise (Meyer) 
Ehlers. 
 
Herman Ehlers came to the United States from Germany where he was born in 1854, and settled west 
of Chicago.  About 1870 he removed to Washington Township, Will County, where he owned and 
operated a mill until 1888.  He then located on a farm east of Grant Park.  For a time he resided at 
Beecher, but later lived retired in Chicago, where he died in 1913.  His wife was born at Madison, Ill.  
She is also deceased.  Mr. and Mrs. Ehlers are bureid [sic] in Forest Home Cemetery, Chicago.  They 
were the parents of nine children, of whom H. E., the subject of this sketch, was the third in order of 
birth.   
 
H. E. Ehlers is a graduate of the public schools of Washington Township and later attended Valparaiso 
College.  For 20 years he was associated in business at Grant Park in partnership with his brother, Fred 
Ehlers.  In 1905 he became sole owner of the business which he continued until 1915.  He has been 
connected with the Farmers State Bank of Beecher since 1916 and has held the office of cashier for 
the past five years.   
 
In 1903 Mr. Ehlers married Miss Emma Korthauer, of Beecher, the daughter of John and Louise 
Korthauer, both deceased.  Mr. Korthauer was a veteran of the Civil War and an early settler of 
Beecher.  To Mr. and Mrs. Ehler were born four children; Viola, a graduate of Bloom Township High 
School, eployed [sic] in the Farmers State Bank as bookkeeper; Herman, Vernon and Garnita.   
 
Mr. Ehlers takes an active interest in the civic affairs of Washington Township, and is now serving as 
supervisor. 
 

 
WILLIAM JURRES5 

 
William Jurres, retired, is a highly esteemed citizen of Peotone, where he has spent practically his 
entire life.  He was born on a farm in Wilton Township, Will County, November 23, 1862, the son of 
Frederick and Lesette (Barton) Jurres.  
 
In 1864 Frederick Jurres brought his family to Peotone Township, where he became owner of 160 
acres of well improved land. This farm is now owned 1 by his widow, Mrs. Jurres.  
 
At the age of 16 years William Jurres left his father’s farm and was employed in various capacities for 
a time. Later he entered the employ of Martin Collins, hardware merchant of Peotone. In 1896 he 
purchased the business from Mr. Collins, in partnership with his brother, Fred Jurres. About 1920 
William Jurres became sole owner of the business. He retired two years later and turned over his 
interests to his son, Gilbert Jurres, who is now associated with his brother-in-law, Stacey Barton. The 

 
4 Farmer’s Weekly Review (Joliet, Ill.)  8 May 1929; https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290508.2.8 
5 Farmer’s Weekly Review (Joliet, Ill.) 15 May 1929; https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290515.2.6 

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290508.2.8
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290515.2.6
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firm is known as Jurres-Barton and Co., and is among the largest hardware houses in this county. Since 
his retirement Mr. Jurres has been extensively interested in real estate.  
 
On February 22, 1893, Mr. Jurres was united in marriage with Miss Mary Deidrich, who was born in 
Wilton Township, Will County, September 28, 1870, the daughter of Henry Deidrich. Mr. Deidrich 
died in 1904 and his wife in 1885. They are buried in West Peotone Cemetery. Mrs. Jurres died July 
22, 1918, and is buried in Peotone Cemetery. Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Jurres: Gilbert, 
born in Wilton Township, March 15, 1898, married Miss Helen Ruppert, of Crete, and they have two 
daughters, Delores, and Marion; and Elsie, who married Stacey Barton, and they have a son, Billy B. 
Barton. 
 

 
WALTER F. LUEHRS6 

 
Walter F. Luehrs, president of the Commercial National Bank of Wilmington, is one of the prominent 
figures in the business life of Will County, and a man who is highly esteemed in the community in 
which he lives.  He was born at Matteson, Ill., May 30, 1892, the son of Henry and Mary (Vatter) 
Luehrs.  
 
Henry Luehrs, deceased, was a native of Illinois.  He was born at Monee, in Cook County, and was 
one of the earliest settlers of Matteson.  In 1901 he retired from business and located in Joliet, where 
he died Sept. 9, 1901.  His wife died March 13, 1927.  They are buried in St. John’s Cemetery, Joliet; 
Walter F., the subject of this sketch; Elmer, lives in Joliet, Henry, a World War veteran, lives in Joliet; 
Emma, married Alexander R. Keir, Jr., a farmer, Henry, a World War veteran, lives at Joliet [sic- 
Henry is mentioned twice]; May, married A. S. Nahin, real estate, lives in Chicago; Arthur, a World 
War veteran, lives in Joliet, these are the six children born of their marriage.  
 
Walter F. Leuhrs [sic] was reared and educated in Joliet.  He also attended Putland’s Business College, 
and began his banking career in 1900, with the First National Bank of Joliet, with whom he was 
`identified for 11 years.  In December, 1919, Mr. Luehrs came to Wilmington as cashier of the 
Commercial National Bank.  He was elected President, Nov. 30, 1926.  For many years Mr. Luehrs 
was also cashier of the First National Bank of Braidwood, Ill., and is still a member of the board of 
directors.  
 
On May 25, 1920, Mr. Luehrs was united in marriage with Miss Josephine Bissel, who was born at 
Joliet, Oct. 7, 1889.  They have four children: Ruth Louise, born Jan. 1922; Walter F. Jr., born Oct. 
1923; Frederick, born Feb. 1925; and Margaret Mary, born Jan. 1927.   
 
On Sept 5, 1918, Mr. Luehrs volunteered for service in the World War and was sent to Camp Grant, 
Ill.  He was transferred to Camp McArthur, Texas, and was discharged from the service, Dec. 29. 
1918, at Camp Grant, Ill. 
 

 
 
 

 
6 Farmer’s Weekly Review (Joliet, Ill.) 19 June 1929; https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290619.2.6 

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290619.2.6
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ELMER L. COOPER7 
 

[Editor’s note: some lines of this sketch were typeset incorrectly, making the article difficult to read. The 
sketch appears as it was published. Also, the sketch mentions Goodenow, Ind. but Goodenow is in Illinois.] 
 
Elmer L. Cooper, member of the firm of Cooper and Hostert, is among the enterprising and progressive 
business men of Mokena. He was born at Orland, Cook County, Illinois, July 14, 1879, the son of 
James and Mary (Daniel) Cooper.  

 
James Cooper, deceased, was a ntaive [sic] of Illinois. He was born at Orland and throughout his life 
was well known in that section as a farmer and stockman. He was the owner of three well improved 
farms, containing a total of 354 acres, and he specialized in dairy  
 
In 1922 he retired, and setlted [sic] at Mokena, where he died March farming.  
31 , 1924. His first wife, Mary (Daniel) Cooper died April 1, 1890, and is buried at Orland, Ill. To this 
union were born three children: Thomas, Elmer L., the subject of this sketch; and Celia M., who lives 
at Mokena. Mr. Cooper was married (second), to Miss Catherine Weiler, who resides at Mokena. She 
has two children, Everett and Cora.  
 
Elmer L. Cooper grew up on his father’s farm where he remained until he was 22 years of age. He 
attended the public schools of Orland and in early life engaged in general farming and stock raising, 
having removed to Goodenow, Ind., where he spent five years. He then returned to Orland and in 1916 
came to Mokena, where he engaged in the automobile business, being the first dealer in this city. 
Cooper and Hostert are local dealers for the Ford automobile. They have an attractive salesroom, well 
equipped garage, and render high grade service to their many patrons. 
 
 

JOHN CAPPEL8 
 

John Cappel, well known retired farmer, now living one-quarter mile south of Mokena, was born in 
this city, August 26, 1862, a son of Fred and Catherine (Schweser) Cappel.   
 
Fred Cappel, deceased, was born on the Rhine, in Germany.  He came to the United States with his 
parents when a small boy, the family locating in Frankfort Township, Will County, where the father 
purchased a farm.  He later removed to Green Garden, Illinois, where he followed farming.  He sold 
this farm and purchased a cafe in Frankfort which he conducted a year, then removed to Three Points, 
Joliet Township, where he operated a cafe for five years.  He went to Perry, Dall County, Iowa, where 
he engaged in farming for five years.  From there he went to Laurelville, Calhoun County, Iowa, 
remaining a year, later going to Ridgway, Missouri, where he purchased a farm, and remained for six 
years.  He was engaged in farming for two years in Kimball, S. D., from there going to Woodbury 
County, Ia.  He returned to Mokena, where he died in 1888.  There were eight children in the Cappel 
family: Katherina, Emma, Louise, Mary, Fred, all deceased; Christie, married George Lang, Chicago; 

 
7 Farmer’s Weekly Review (Joliet, Ill.) 17 July 1929; https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290717.2.6 
8 Farmer’s Weekly Review (Joliet, Ill.) 14 August 1929; https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290814.2.10  
Note how this sketch in particular may be helpful in genealogy: as the family moved around a great deal, a chronology of 
their residences may be difficult to compile by using the usual sources. 

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290717.2.6
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=FWR19290814.2.10
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Carrie, married Fred Yunker, Mokena; and John, the subject of this sketch.  Mrs. Cappel, who was 
born in Luxemburg, Germany, died in 1883, and is buried at Ridgway, Missouri.   
 
John Cappel was educated in the public schools of Mokena.  He traveled all through the West with his 
father and returned to Mokena in 1884, where he worked for John Cappel, buying cattle and farming.  
He later engaged in business for himself buying and selling cattle and hogs. He continued in this 
business until 1926 when he retired. 

 
In 1895 Mr. Cappel was married to Elizabeth Stork, a daughter of George and Nettie Stork, natives of 
Germany, and later residents of Mokena.  They are both deceased.  Mr. and Mrs. Cappel have two 
children: Carrie, married Gilbert Hurly, of Mokena, they have two children, Arthur and Violet; and 
Walter a fireman on the Rock Island Railroad, lives at home.   

 
Mr. Cappel has an excellent standing in the town and is highly esteemed. 
 

 
SSGHS did not transcribe sketches of other Will County families featured in The Weekly Historical 
feature in the Farmer’s Weekly Review, but we have included information about them so that family 
members can locate the appropriate issue: 
 

Person Residence Issue 
Carl Alvin Pilcher Wheatland Twp. May 22,1929 
John B. Clow Wheatland Twp. May 29, 1929 
John F. Uhde Joliet June 5, 1929 
George H. Tower Wheatland Twp. June 12, 1929 
Homer George Wheatland Twp. June 26, 1929 
Louis Meader Lockport July 3, 1929 
William Leppert Wheatland July 10, 1929 
W. H. Cryder Plainfield Twp. August 7, 1929 
James W. McIntyre Wilmington Twp. August 21, 1929 
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The Cutting Edge 

DNA Clusters Can Help You Identify Great-Grandma 
by Linda Herrick Swisher 

 
Testing your autosomal DNA (the DNA you receive from both parents) can be useful in cases of 
adoption, of misattributed parentage (i.e., when a parent is not who you think it is), when identifying the 
egg or sperm donor of a donor-conceived child, and they can be used to connect with cousins.  A 
cautionary reminder: DNA testing is a tool and should be always used in conjunction with regular 
genealogical research.  

Once you have your autosomal DNA results, you need to determine if your matches are related to you 
on your paternal (father’s) line, or on you maternal (mother’s) line, or on both.  You can use your matches 
to create color-coded DNA clusters (sometimes called shared matches or genetic networks) so that you 
can more easily tell on which family line(s) you and others match.  (NOTE: The grayscale images 
required for the print version of this journal do not reflect the distinct colors in the following examples.) 

Leeds Method 

Genealogist Dana Leeds developed the Leeds Method of DNA Color Clustering1, which uses a 
spreadsheet to sort DNA matches into color groups based on shared ancestors.  It usually creates groups 
of DNA matches based on four grandparent lines. 

Using AncestryDNA, Leeds created clusters of matches that Ancestry identified as second or third 
cousins — those sharing between 90 centimorgans (cM) and 400 cM.  She does not include matches 
higher than 400 cM. As she says on her website, “The key is to not include anyone who you share two 
grandparents with.”  Note: Leeds has updated this procedure.2  While she still does not use matches 
higher than 400 cM to form clusters, she does include all higher matches on the chart, because you’re 
more likely to know whether these matches are paternal or maternal, or to know how they connect to the 
Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA). 

Here’s how the Leeds Method works: 

Open a spreadsheet.  List the names of your highest matches down the left side of the spreadsheet.  (If 
you know that cousins have tested, you may already know to which side of the family they belong.  List 
them on the sheet, but we will not use them to create clusters.)  Select those autosomal DNA matches 
with whom you share between 90 and 400 cM. 

Leeds now recommends adding the number of cM either in a separate column, or in parentheses next to 
the match.  In another column, add an asterisk (*) if that match has a family tree connected to it.  

Select your first match, then assign it a color.  Let’s say, for instance, that your first match is named Jane, 
and that you’ve assigned Jane the color BLUE.   Her surname is that of a maternal great-grandfather, so 
you put an M at the top of that column.  Open Jane’s profile and identify all Jane’s matches.  Add any 
shared matches not already on your spreadsheet, then assign your and Jane’s matches the color blue.   

 
1 DNA Color Clustering: The Leeds Method for Easily Visualizing Matches https://www.danaleeds.com/dna-color-
clustering-the-leeds-method-for-easily-visualizing-matches/ 
2 “3 Improvements to the Leeds Method” https://www.danaleeds.com/3-improvements-to-the-leeds-method/ 
 

https://www.danaleeds.com/dna-color-clustering-the-leeds-method-for-easily-visualizing-matches/
https://www.danaleeds.com/dna-color-clustering-the-leeds-method-for-easily-visualizing-matches/
https://www.danaleeds.com/3-improvements-to-the-leeds-method/
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Go back to your matches.  Select the next match that doesn’t already have a color.  Your second match 
is Carl.  Assign Carl a color — we’ll pick YELLOW.  Open Carl’s profile.  Carl has a tree, so we’ll put 
an asterisk by his name.  Although Carl does not share matches with Jane, his tree connects to another 
pair of your maternal great-grandparents, so we’ll put an M at the top of that column.  Identify all Carl’s 
matches; then add any shared matches not already on your spreadsheet.  Assign your and Carl’s matches 
the color yellow. 

Rinse and repeat for your third match, K_mc, and your fourth match, Brody.  (Why is a match called 
K_mc? DNA testers frequently use initials, nicknames, or aliases for privacy reasons.) Assign K_mc a 
color — how about GREEN?  Open K_mc’s matches; add any shared matches not already on your 
spreadsheet; and assign K_mc’s matches the color green.   Some of her matches share a paternal surname, 
so we’ll label that column with a P.  Let’s assign Brody the color PURPLE. Go through Brody’s shared 
matches and color-code them all purple. 

By this time, all your 2nd and 3rd cousin matches should be grouped into color-coded clusters. If you still 
have a few without a color, then assign another color to one of those cousins; open the cousin’s match 
list; and assign all those shared matches that same color. You may have matches identified with more 
than one color.  Your spreadsheet may look something like this:  

If your sheet shows four distinct colors, it likely reflects your four sets of great-grandparents.  Fewer 
than four colors may mean that no cousin at the 2nd or 3rd level has tested for that set of great grandparents. 
Your spreadsheet may have some overlap (when matches have more than one color), or a lot of overlap, 
due to endogamy (when cousins marry cousins).  Leeds’s website explains why this might occur. 

You can use the Leeds Method the “old school” way with graph paper and colored pencils or go more 
high-tech with an Excel or Google spreadsheet.  You can use the Leeds Method no matter where you 
tested, so long as you have a list of shared matches. 

Then check your matches’ trees to see where their tree and yours intersect.  If you can’t find a common 
ancestor, does a match’s tree give you enough information to build that tree out to the point where they 
DO intersect?  This is sometimes referred to as a “Quick and Dirty Tree.” 

Ancestry Match List 

AncestryDNA came up with 24 different color-coded dots and a star that you can use to group your 
matches.  The colored dots follow the same principle as the Leeds Method.  You can also name these 
groups, as well as add notes to your matches. 
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I use Ancestry’s dots.  My paternal lines are mostly English, while my maternal lines are all Polish, and 
so it’s fairly easy for me to separate matches.  Also, one Polish grandparent immigrated from West 
Prussia, while the other one’s lineage is Russian Poland, so again, they did not intermix.  As they say,  

“your mileage may vary” if you descend from indigenous people, or people 
who arrived in America early on, or from people who were enslaved, or if 
your matches reflect endogamy. 

But I still have some roadblocks. While my paternal grandma’s line was quite 
prolific, paternal grandpa’s tree was pretty bare.  Many of my matches have 
no tree, or we share a match with only one or two other people.  So I created 
groups named Unknown, Unknown B, etc., and assigned each Unknown 
group a color, as shown at right.  Then I can assign the “outlier” match to a 
group, even if the match is the only person in the group.   

Sometimes I’ll get a match (let’s call her Mary) who has both a shared match 
to Unknown and two matches to Unknown E.  I code Mary with both colors.  
Right now I still don’t know where Mary fits, but I know that groups Unknown and Unknown E are 
somehow linked, and that Mary somehow fits into that Unknown group.  A mystery to solve! 

You can use whatever colors Ancestry makes available to color-code and name your groups whatever 
you wish.  You can sort your matches in different ways, including by amount of shared cMs, by newest 
result to oldest result, by matches that you’ve viewed and not viewed, by matches with public trees or 
private trees, etc. 

Auto Clusters 

A few testing sites offer the ability to group your matches into clusters automatically.  Auto Clusters are 
presented as a visual chart or in a list.  Each colored cell represents the intersection between two 
matches: both individuals match you, as well as each other.  Each colored box is a group of shared 
matches.  By reviewing the family trees of your clustered matches, you may be able to piece together 
that family line. Autoclusters is a tool developed by Evert-Jan Blom of Genetic Affairs.3  Blom has 
several other tools at the site, including AutoSegment™, AutoKinship, AutoTree, and more.  

If you test at FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA) and 23andme, you can use Blom’s Autocluster technology, 
while MyHeritage enhanced Blom’s tools to create its own Autocluster feature. (MyHeritage also 
recently added labels for DNA matches, similar to Ancestry’s Match List.)  The image below is a portion 
of my DNA Autocluster from MyHeritage (match names are redacted for privacy). 

 
3 Genetic Affairs www.geneticaffairs.com 

http://www.geneticaffairs.com/
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Chromosome Mapping 

Some sites such as DNA Painter offer chromosome mapping – identifying and assigning specific DNA 
segments on specific chromosomes to specific ancestors.4  If you know from which ancestor a specific 
segment came, then if an unknown match shares that same segment, you can more easily identify where 
they fit in your tree.  You identify the chromosome, and the start and end point of each matching segment 
(also referred to as the segment data), which you get from 23andme, FamilyTreeDNA, Gedmatch or 
MyHeritage.   

Digging Deeper: 

DNA and genetic genealogy is an entire study unto itself, and can’t be explained in just a few pages. The 
following sites and resources can help: 

• Dana Leeds writes about the Leeds Method, how to use it on Ancestry results, and more: 
https://www.danaleeds.com/the-leeds-method/ 

• See this post and others about DNA clustering on Kitty Cooper’s Blog at 
https://blog.kittycooper.com/2018/12/more-automated-dna-match-clustering/ 

• Roberta Estes explains DNA clusters and other concepts at https://dna-explained.com/ 
• Diahan Southard, Your DNA Guide, blogs about “MyHeritage AutoClusters: How They Work” at 

https://www.yourdnaguide.com/ydgblog/myheritage-autoclusters?rq=DNA%20clusters 
• DNA Painter https://dnapainter.com/ is a site developed by Jonny Perl. It also hosts the popular tool 

What Are the Odds? (WATO), which helps determine the percentage of probability that a match is 
related to you. 

• If you’re a more visual learner, YouTube has many videos on DNA clusters and autoclusters. Just 
enter those terms in the YouTube search box.  

 
4 DNA Painter https://dnapainter.com/ 
 
 
 

https://www.danaleeds.com/the-leeds-method/
https://blog.kittycooper.com/2018/12/more-automated-dna-match-clustering/
https://dna-explained.com/
https://www.yourdnaguide.com/ydgblog/myheritage-autoclusters?rq=DNA%20clusters
https://dnapainter.com/
https://dnapainter.com/
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Popular Facebook DNA or Genetic Genealogy Groups 

The following are private Facebook groups (you must request to join, and be approved by a group 
administrator, before you can post or see content): 
• Genetic Genealogy Tips & Techniques, by Blaine Bettinger: https://www.facebook.com/ 

groups/237902130006828 
• The DNA Roundtable, by Leah LaPerle Larkin: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 

1587685288089570  
• DNA Detectives, by CeCe Moore (popular with those seeking answers in adoption, misattributed 

parentage and donor-conceived situations): https://www.facebook.com/groups/798315666906219 
• Search Squad is a free locator group for adoptees, birth parents, biological family and genealogy 

searches. Volunteer “search angels” assist those requesting assistance. Many (but not all) Search 
Squad searches involve DNA: https://www.facebook.com/groups/searchelpers/ 

• DNA Painter User Group, by Jonny Perl: https://www.facebook.com/groups/dnapainter  
• WATO user group: a dedicated Facebook group for that tool at https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 

WhatAretheOdds/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/237902130006828
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237902130006828
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1587685288089570
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1587685288089570
https://www.facebook.com/groups/798315666906219
https://www.facebook.com/groups/searchelpers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dnapainter
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WhatAretheOdds
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WhatAretheOdds
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Ploger, John, 56, 57  
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Saroyan, William, 79  
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Schrer, Christina, 83  

Schroeder, Henry H., 58  
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Smith, John, 68 
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Smith, Wilson F., 83 

Smith, John H., 83  

Smith, Arthur, 83  

Smith, Lloyd G., 83  
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Smith, Ada, 83  
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Stassen, Henry H., 83  
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Tower, George H., 87  

Uhde, John F., 87  

Vatter, Mary, 85  

Waggener, Leslie, 48  

Weber, Arthur, 62  
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Young, William, 58  

Younker, Nickolas, 58  

Yunker, Fred, 87

  



 
 
Photographer: Cldisme 
Taken: April 3, 2008 
Caption: Close Up of the Monument 
Additional Description: Monument reads “Sacred to the memory of our Deceased Brothers who 
lost their lives by the flooding of the Diamond Mine February 16, 1883.” 
Submitted: April 3, 2008, by Cldisme of Joliet, Illinois. 
Database Locator Identification Number: p20633 
File Size: 1.846 Megabytes 
Inscription on Marker: 
The Diamond Mine of the Wilmington Coal Mining and Manufacturing Company, located near Braidwood on 
the Grundy-Will County line, was the site of a major mine disaster in Illinois. 
 
The mine was on a marshy tract of land that had no natural drainage. At midday of February 16, 1883, the 
east side of the mine collapsed from the weight of melting snow, ice, and heavy rains. An alarm was 
sounded, and miners who were near the escapement shaft hurried to the surface. The main passage to the 
shaft flooded rapidly, and the weight of the water sealed the ventilation doors in the tunnels. Escape 
became impossible, and rescue attempts were futile. 
 
Other mines in the area suspended operations, and their workers helped build a dam on the site. For thirty-
eight days seven steam pumps removed water from the mine. Volunteers descended the shaft on March 
25, and the first bodies were recovered on March 26. The recovery effort was hampered by accumulations 
of debris and gas as well as by falling rock. Several days later the mine was sealed with the remaining forty-
six bodies entombed. 
 
Numerous men and boys died in the disaster; two were thirteen years of age, and two were fourteen. 
Contributions for families of the victims were received from across the United States and totaled more than 
$42,000, including $10,000 appropriated by the Illinois General Assembly. In 1898 the United Mine Workers 
of America placed a monument at the site. 
 
Erected by The Illinois Department of Transportation and the Illinois State Historical Society, 1984. 
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