
N E W S S S G H S 

JULY PROGRAM 
By Shirley Koelling 

 

Field Trip to the 1950s  
Park Forest House Museum and 

the Monee Creamery 
 

July 9 
  
Our first stop will be the Park Forest 
House Museum, located at 227 Monee 
Road, Park Forest, Illinois, and inside 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church (former 
school building).  Bring $5 and a mask. 
 
If you plan on carpooling, you may call a 
fellow member and meet at our library at 
9:30 a.m. or just go to Park Forest 
directly.  The tour begins at 10:00 a.m. 

there is a new Polish-American 
restaurant at the stoplight at 25812 South 
Governors Highway in Monee, Illinois.  
Lunch is not part of the tour, but feel free 
to make your own arrangements.   
 
We hope you will enjoy this fun and 
educational field trip.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

LIBRARY AFTER HOURS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SSGHS invites you to join us at Library 
After Hours on the third Thursday of the 
month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.   
 
Bring your laptop and research, or join 
the monthly discussion.  Let us have your 
“how-to” questions answered and help 
each other find the answers with our 
family histories.  We encourage you to 
bring snacks to share. 
 
Members and nonmembers are welcome.  
If you have never been to the SSGHS 
Library, here is your chance to check it 
out during these special evening times. 
 
Upcoming topics include:  July 21 – “Get 
into the Stacks!” – What is in the Library 
you never knew was there?  And for 
August 18 – “Who Knows What About 
GEDMatch?” – How to make sense of 
your DNA matches. 
 
This will give us another opportunity to 
share our discoveries and have some fun.  
We hope to see you at the Library!  ■ 

Since the 1950 U.S. Census was 
recently released, this is the perfect 
time to visit the 1950s Park Forest 
House Museum.  Whether you found 
yourself or your parents in the census, 
this nostalgic look at Park Forest’s 

unique history 
as the fully-
planned post-
World War II 
suburb is sure to 
bring back 
memories. 

 
Our second stop will be the Monee 
Creamery.  We heard about its 
renovation earlier this year.  The old 
creamery, built in the 1870s, is the only 
remaining limestone structure in 
Monee and is Monee’s first designated 
historic landmark.  The preservation 
effort was launched by Christi Holsten, 
a Monee native, who spoke to our 
group in March.  Her ancestor was one 
of the village founders and briefly 
owned the creamery property back in 
the 1870s.  The “Save the Creamery 
Foundation” evolved into the Monee 
Historical Society in 2013.  The 
Creamery building has been nicely 
restored and is now the Monee 
Heritage Center. 

 

POSSIBLE LUNCH STOP 
 

If you are hungry after these two stops, 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
3000 West 170th Place 

Hazel Crest, Illinois 
708-335-3340 

(door at west end of municipal building) 
Ring library doorbell for access. 

 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:     1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday:   CLOSED 

Friday:  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 
  1st & 2nd 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  3rd, 4th, & 5th CLOSED 

Sunday: CLOSED 

The 1950s Park Forest House Museum. 

The Monee Heritage Center. 
Photo courtesy of Mike Wolski. 



Michelle also showed one of the new 
tools that can use an uploaded 
photograph to animate and have your 
ancestor “tell” their story.  The photo is 
animated, and a voice is added.  The 
result is a remarkable video clip of how 
your ancestor may have sounded and 
moved.  Some find it moving and 
charming, and others find it eerie.  It is a 
fascinating use of technology. 
 
Provided was a handout with links to 
other informational websites and online 
tools to use while analyzing DNA 
matches.  The links for the sites will 
provide more details and instructions. 
 
For the first time in more than two years, 
we had refreshments courtesy of Donna 
Work and Shirley Koelling.  Those 
attending in person had coffee, juice, and 
snacks; and shared some time with each 
other.  It was great to get together again 
and have time to socialize.  ■ 

__________________ 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

S S G H S News 
 
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a 
membership benefit published monthly 
by South Suburban Genealogical & 
Historical Society.  SSGHS and the 
Society’s library serves south Cook and 
east Will Counties, Illinois.  We are an 
Illinois not-for-profit corporation and a 
501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organization. 
 

Telephone:  (708) 335-3340 
Web Address:  http://www.ssghs.org 

E-mail:  info@ssghs.org 
 
Research fee for a librarian — $20/hour  
(see website for Research Policy). 
 
The Annual Membership year     
runs from September 1, 2021, through 
August 31, 2022.  Dues are: 

 Individual   $30.00 

 Library or Society $30.00 

 Family (two people at the same 
   address)  $35.00  

 Contributing  $40.00 

 Supporting  $55.00 
 
General Membership Meetings are held 
the 2nd Saturday of each month, except 
December and January, at the Society’s 
headquarters, 3000 West 170th Place, 
Hazel Crest, in the Municipal Center 
building, between Dixie Highway and 
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of 
175th Street via California Avenue. 
 
Newsletter submissions are due by the 
15th of each month.  We do not assume 
responsibility for errors, though we will 
attempt to correct them.   
 

SSGHS News 
3000 W 170th Pl 

Hazel Crest  IL  60429-1174  
 

President:  Larry McClellan – 
mcclellan.larry@gmail.com 

 
Librarian:  

Laurie Coolidge – research@ssghs.org 
 

Editor:  
Mike Wolski – mwpullman@aol.com 

JUNE PROGRAM 
SUMMARY 

By Patty Higgins 
 

The Wonderful Toolkit at 
MyHeritage 

 

We had another hybrid meeting with 
both in-person and Zoom participation.  
We had 13 people come to SSGHS and 
18 people online.  Michelle Bray 
Wilson was here in person to present 
information about using the tools on 
My Heritage to extend your DNA 
research. 
 

Right now, all the testing companies do 
autosomal, but they differ in the tools 
they provide for analysis and matching.  
It is possible to test at another company 
and then share the results on 
MyHeritage using their website tools.  
There is a small fee to upload results 
and another fee for full use of their site.  
You do not have to subscribe to 
MyHeritage to use many of their tools. 
 
Terms may differ from site to site.  All 
give some “ethnic estimate,” but each 
calculates these results based on their 
databases and different algorithms, so 
the results vary.  It is recommended 
that you provide a pedigree chart to the 
great-grandparent level to assist in 
making matches and understanding 
connections.  Be sure to mark deceased 
people as deceased; otherwise, a name 
will get privatized, which makes it 
difficult to map out connections.  All 
companies provide a match list of 
others in the database that has DNA 
matches to you. 
 

Use a Chromosome Browser to show 
where matches connect.  There are 
specific threshold numbers to use to 
compare genetic matches to gauge the 
amount of connection and where the 
common ancestor connects individuals.  
Our speaker did a couple of case 
studies demonstrating how connections 
are made, the common ancestor is 
identified, and the connection verified.  

See page 1 

JULY PROGRAM 
LOCATION: 

To carpool, meet at 9:30 a.m., 
SSGHS Headquarters 
3000 W. 170th Place 

 

Or begin at the 1950s Park 
Forest House Museum, 

227 Monee Road, Park Forest 
 

July 9 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

Laurie accepts a matching grant check 
on behalf of SSGHS from the  

General Society of Colonial Wars. 



 
 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, July 2 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, July 4 
Independence Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Tuesday, July 5 
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting  
at 7:00 p.m. — All members welcome. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, July 9 
9:30 a.m.—Depart from SSGHS. 
10:00 a.m.—Field Trip begins at:   
the 1950s Park Forest House Museum and 
then the Monee Creamery. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, July 16 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Thursday, July 21 
Writer’s Special Interest Group, 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.   
[The library is closed otherwise].   
 

New! — Library After Hours. 
Topic:  Get into the Stacks! 
SSGHS Library open 
From 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, July 24 
Pioneer Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Tuesday, July 26 
Feast Day of Saint Anne, Patron of 
Grandparents, at St. Anne, Illinois.  
SSGHS Library open 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, July 30 
SSGHS Library closed.  ■ 

JULY CALENDAR 

mapping “the entirety of human 
relationships into a single lineage that 
traces the ancestry of all the people on 
Earth.”  The implication for medical 
research being able to genetically 
predict and treat diseases is enormous.  
For more information, use the link: 
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2022-02-
25-university-oxford-researchers-
create-largest-ever-human-family-tree 
 
Proof that in the end, we are all related.  
Happy Hunting!   ■ 

__________________ 
 

DON’T GIVE UP 
By Donna Work 

 

The 1950 Census has been out for a 
while now, and the indexing has 
happened at warp speed.  Most of us 
have been happily sweeping up our 
ancestors.  But Optical Character 
Recognition  (OCR) has produced 
some complications.  Why can’t I find 
my ancestor when I know where he 
lived?  Consider a transcription error. 
 
Even though I had an address from a 
1951 City Directory, I was unable to 
locate Dillard Hays and his wife Nell 
in Clarksdale, Mississippi.  So I went 
back to the Steve Morse Unified 
Census ED Finder and put in an 
address: “523 School St, Clarksdale, 
MS.”  That took me to Enumeration 
District 14-31, 30 pages long.  
Scrolling through the pages, I arrived 
at page 14, and the notation was noted 
as “no one at home.”  But do not forget 
the enumerator was supposed to go 
back to visit the houses he missed.  So 
I hopped ahead to page 30, and on 
page 29, at “523 School St” was 
enumerated “Dielard and Nell Haga!!!”   
 
If you find such an error in your 
searching, be sure to correct the error 
in ancestry.com in the “Add or Update 
Information” icon that is under the 
image on the abstract page.  You will 
be helping your fellow travelers in the 
future.  ■ 

EXCESS BOOK 
SPECIALS 

By Paula Malak 
 
For July, we have Excess Book Specials 
once again.  The price includes tax.  
Shipping is an additional $4 per book. 

 City Your Sources by Lackey – 
$2.00 

 Writing the Family Narrative by 
Gouldrup – $2.00 

 Planting Your Family Tree Online 
by Howells – $5.00 

 Organizing Your Family History 
Search by Carmack – $5.00 

 Family Tree Problem Solver by 
Rising – $3.00 

 

We have a Bundle Special of our 
publications for May, June, and July.  
Only two bundles are available!  They 
are $20 each, including tax and shipping.  
Each Bundle contains: 
 

 WTTC  40:3 – Acme Steel 
 RS 5 – The Greater Roseland Area 

of Chicago – Schools 
 WTTC  37:3 – Early Dutch Settlers 

in Roseland 
 WTTC  36:2 – Pullman Company – 

interviews with former employees 
 WTTC  39:1 – Roseland Memories – 

former residents remember  ■ 
__________________ 

 

WORLD’S LARGEST 
FAMILY TREE 
By Donna Work 

 
In a recent American Legion Magazine, I 
found a story about a project at the 
University of Oxford in England.  A 
team of researchers used eight genetic 
databases containing 3,609 different 
genome sequences from 215 populations 
to create a family tree containing nearly 
27-million ancestors over 100,000 years! 
 
Experts called this a first step toward 
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South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society 
3000 West 170th Place 
Hazel Crest, IL  60429-1174 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

WHAT’S NEW  
 

IN THE LIBRARY 
________________________________ 

 
Finding Your Slovak Ancestors; Alzo, 
Lisa A. [2005]. 
943.7 A-ALZ 

First Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Chicago history. 
977.311 H-FIR B 

First Boston City Directory (1789) :  
including extensive annotations by John 
Haven Dexter (1791-1876); Dexter, John 
Haven [1989]. 
974.46 D-LAI 

First Fifty 1889-1939; Babcock, F.  
Lawrence [1939]. 
665.5 BAB 

Fortune  [1921-], 
050 FOR 

Forty Years of the most phenomenal  
progress in the annals of the United 
States and of the World : The Evolution 
of a German Immigrant into an American 
Citizen; Laer, Theodore [1936]. 
973.0943 LAE 

First in Chicago:  Saint Xavier  
University; Clough, Joy [1997]. 
977.3162 H-CLO 

Ghost Towns : Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore Michigan; Kelly, 
Kerry [2014]. 
977.4635 H-KEL 

Great American Fair : The World's  
Columbian Exposition and American 
Culture; Badger, Reid [1979]. 
977.311 H-BAD 

Great Chicago Fires : Historic Blazes 
that Shaped a City; Cowan, David 
[2001]. 
977.311 H-COW 

Guide To 150 years Of Chicago archi-
tecture; Brueggemann, Robert [1985]. 
977.311 H-BRU 

Heritage of Faith, Heritage of Land : A 
History and Background of the Marley 
Community Church of Marley, Illinois  
1833-1983; Sproat, Iva Gillett [1983]. 
977.3251 H-SPR 

Hidden Chicago Landmarks; Schmidt, 
John R. [2019]. 
977.311 H-SCH 

Historical encyclopedia of Illinois and 
biographical memoirs; Bateman,  
Newton [1917]. 
977.3 H-BAT  ■ 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

July 9 – Field trip – to the 1950s 
   Park Forest House Museum and 
   the Monee Creamery. 
 

August 13 – “Pullman:  The Man, 
   the Company, the Historical Park”  
   by Kenneth Schoon. 
 

September 10 – “Back to School:  
   Making the Most of School  
   Records” by Tina Beaird. 
 

Refreshments served. 

 

 

SSGHS Library is a 
FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library  
 

SSGHS Research Library gives you 
onsite access to more than two billion 
digitized records and more, including 
400-million images not currently  
available to the public, outside of an  
Affiliate Library or a FamilySearch 
Family History Center. 
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