
N E W S S S G H S 

AUGUST PROGRAM 
By Mike Wolski 

 

Pullman:  The Man, The 
Company, The Historical Park 

 

August 13 
  
Pullman is the name of a man, a 
company, a town (today a Chicago 
neighborhood), and a type of railroad car.  
The name Pullman brings to mind 
luxurious accommodations on Pullman 
cars and identifies the porters who served 
in those rail cars and the first major 
railroad strike.  The story of his company 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 
By Donna Work 

 
August marks the end of our 2021-2022 
Membership Year.  The Spring/Summer 
2022 Where the Trails Cross Journal on 
“Commerce in the Southland” will be out 
to you soon, so we will finally be 
current!  In the upcoming year, we will 
continue to ZOOM our monthly meetings 
for our members to attend remotely.  We 
have initiated “Library After Hours” 
programs to bring more members into the 
Library.  The Writer’s Special Interest 
Group continues to grow.  Ancestry 
Library Edition and our FamilySearch 
Affiliate status, available to patrons in 
the Library, continue to help us expand 
our family research.  And classes are 
being planned for the Fall. 
 
We will end this calendar year with 207 
members.  Your continued support is 
vital to the future of our Society.  Despite 
these inflationary times, there are no 
plans to increase your dues.  We will 
enclose a renewal application in the 
September newsletter, or your member-
ship can be renewed via the ssghs.org 
website.  Why not encourage a friend to 
join you, and we will continue to grow 
our family trees into the future!  ■ 

__________________ 
 

LIBRARY AFTER HOURS 
 
SSGHS invites you to join us at Library 
After Hours on the third Thursday of the 
month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Our final 
summer topic on August 18 is “Who 
Knows What About 
GEDMatch?” – How to 
make sense of your 
DNA matches.    
Members and guests 
are welcome!  ■ 

town encompasses important segments 
in the history of urban planning, 
industrial efficiency, and labor versus 
management.  More than 160 years 
ago, George Mortimer Pullman realized 
that many railroad passengers would 
pay extra for comfort.  In 1869, George 
founded Pullman’s Palace Car Co.  He 
built luxurious passenger cars with 
comfortable, private sleeping 
accommodations and attentive service.  
In 1880, he created the Town of 
Pullman to consolidate his factory 
complex and provide housing and 
living facilities to attract a productive 
and skilled workforce.  The town built 
of brick row houses had various types 
from executive double-houses, skilled 
craftsman, workers cottages, 2-flat, 3-
flat, and 4-flat row houses, and 
boarding houses.  The Pullman Land 
Association owned and leased all the 
buildings in the town.  It was optional 
to live in town, and about two-thirds of 
the workers rented in Pullman, and 
some residents took in boarders.  There 
was the Pullman Savings & Loan Bank, 
and the workers received competitive 
wages, not paid in company script.  The 
Arcade and Market Hall were 
commercial buildings with store spaces 
leased to private businesses.  Also, the 
town had a school, library, post office, 
fire department, livery stables, church 
spaces, meeting/lodge halls, and more. 
 
Today, 95% of the original town still 
stands and is the only landmark district 
in the Chicago-land area to have all the 
designations of Illinois Register of 
Historic Places (1969), National 
Historic Landmark District (1970), 
Chicago Landmark District (1972), and 
Pullman National Monument (2015).   
 
After teaching for more than 40 years, 
Ken Schoon is a professor emeritus at 
Indiana University Northwest and has 
authored many history books.  ■ 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
3000 West 170th Place 

Hazel Crest, Illinois 
708-335-3340 

(door at west end of municipal building) 
Ring library doorbell for access. 

 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:     1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday:   CLOSED 

Friday:  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 
  1st & 2nd 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  3rd, 4th, & 5th CLOSED 

Sunday: CLOSED 

The 11300 block of Saint Lawrence Avenue, 
formerly 300 block of Watt Avenue, b. 1884. 



efforts to save the building spanned four 
village administrations.  Holston spoke to 
SSGHS in April about the Creamery.  
Information on the society is at 
www.moneehistoricalsociety.com and 
information on the building can be found 
on page 2 of our May newsletter at 
https://ssghs.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/04/
SSGHS_News_MAY22.pdf. 
 
Fifteen people took advantage of SSGHS 
President Larry McClellan’s invitation to 
have lunch “on your own” at the nearby 
Nad Tatrami Polish restaurant.  ■ 

 
 
 
 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

S S G H S News 
 
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a 
membership benefit published monthly 
by South Suburban Genealogical & 
Historical Society.  SSGHS and the 
Society’s library serves south Cook and 
east Will Counties, Illinois.  We are an 
Illinois not-for-profit corporation and a 
501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organization. 
 

Telephone:  (708) 335-3340 
Web Address:  http://www.ssghs.org 

E-mail:  info@ssghs.org 
 
Research fee for a librarian — $20/hour  
(see website for Research Policy). 
 
The Annual Membership year     
runs from September 1, 2021, through 
August 31, 2022.  Dues are: 

 Individual   $30.00 

 Library or Society $30.00 

 Family (two people at the same 
   address)  $35.00  

 Contributing  $40.00 

 Supporting  $55.00 
 
General Membership Meetings are held 
the 2nd Saturday of each month, except 
December and January, at the Society’s 
headquarters, 3000 West 170th Place, 
Hazel Crest, in the Municipal Center 
building, between Dixie Highway and 
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of 
175th Street via California Avenue. 
 
Newsletter submissions are due by the 
15th of each month.  We do not assume 
responsibility for errors, though we will 
attempt to correct them.   
 

SSGHS News 
3000 W 170th Pl 

Hazel Crest  IL  60429-1174  
 

President:  Larry McClellan – 
mcclellan.larry@gmail.com 

 
Librarian:  

Laurie Coolidge – research@ssghs.org 
 

Editor:  
Mike Wolski – mwpullman@aol.com 

JULY FIELD TRIP 
SUMMARY 

By Linda Swisher 
 
July 9 saw perfect weather for 23 folks 
who gathered for the SSGHS annual 
field trip.  Our first stop was the Park 
Forest House Museum, housed in the 
former school at St. Mary’s Parish and 
operated by the Park Forest Historical 
Society.  The Museum interprets an 
original home, built in 1947-1949 by 
American Community Builders, and 
how it might have looked to a young 
World War II veteran and his family 
after moving into “America’s Planned 
G.I. Town.”   
 
Archivist Jane Nicoll explained that 
because Park Forest was created on 
former farmland and a slough, the one 
constant in the early neighborhoods 
was mud – and lots of it.  Sociologists, 
architects, and academics have written 
extensively about the founding, 
incorporation, population, and 
integration of the Village of Park 
Forest.  
 
We walked through a “living room” 
with chairs, a desk, and an early 
television; a “kitchen” with stove, 
refrigerator, and pantry; a “laundry” 
with a wringer washer; and a 
“bedroom” with a closet, mid-century 
modern dresser, and a closetful of 
vintage clothing.  A schoolroom is also 
depicted, with books that would have 
been used in that era.  We fondly 
reminisced about growing up with 
similar 1950s furnishings and toys in 
our own homes.  More information on 
the Museum and society is at 
www.parkforesthistoricalsociety.org. 
 
An hour later, we departed for our next 
stop a few miles down the road:  the 
Monee Creamery, now called the 
Monee Heritage Center.  Monee 
Historical Society president Christi 
Holston recounted how the building 
was slated for demolition and that the 

Park Forest and 
Monee photos 

courtesy of 
Linda Swisher. 
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Saturday, August 6 
Hazelnut Festival (Village of Hazel Crest). 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Tuesday, August 9 
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting  
at 7:00 p.m. — All members welcome. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, August 13 
10:00 a.m.—General Membership Meeting.  
Program:  Pullman:   The Man,  
The Company, The Historical Park  
by Kenneth Schoon. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, August 18 
New! — Library After Hours. 
Topic:  Who Knows What About  
GEDMatch? 
SSGHS Library open 
From 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, August 20 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Saturday, August 27 
Writer’s Special Interest Group, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.   
[The library is closed otherwise].   ■ 
_________________________________ 
 
TAX LISTS cont. . . 
 
And five years of delinquent tax bills 
caused the property to be seized and 
auctioned to pay the debt. 
 
Both ancestry.com and familysearch.org 
have tax lists online.  Check the County 
Research Wiki for available databases.  
County and State Archives also keep tax 
lists.  Finding these records can be very 
rewarding.  So Happy Hunting!  ■ 

__________________ 

AUGUST CALENDAR 

TAX LISTS ARE OFTEN 
OVERLOOKED 
By Donna Work 

 
Tax Lists are among the most useful 
and interesting genealogical records.  
They can help you establish when a 
young man comes of age as he will 
appear on a tax roll at age 21.  They 
can establish residency in years 
between the census record.  They can 
indicate a death date when “heirs of…” 
replace the deceased. 
 
States wrote tax codes to determine 
wealth based on real estate and 
personal property.  But taxes were 
collected at a county level.  Most states 
in the Northwest Territory did not 
collect a head tax, as was common in 
the East (capitation) and South (poll).  
Keep in mind that the tax being 
collected was for the previous year.  
And the amount of tax in the early days 
of the nation was computed to “mils,” 
which is 0.001 cents!  Land and town 
lots were valued according to their 
improvement over time.  At first by 
total acreage, then later evaluated by 
tilled land, pasture, and woodland.  
Dwelling houses, outbuildings, and 
barns were taxed as time went on.  
Horses and cattle were taxed, so even 
men who owned no real estate could be 
taxed.  Eventually, carriages, clocks 
and watches, pianos, stairs, and much 
more were taxable.  
 
In 1828, in German Township, 
Harrison County, Ohio, my 3GGF 
Alexander Work paid $4.587 tax on 
164 acres, two horses, and four cattle.  
Of that, $1.260 went to State and 
Canal, $1.908 to County and Schools, 
$0.159 to Township, and $1.260 to 
Roads.   
 
Money was in such short supply in the 
antebellum period that even a low tax 
bill might go unpaid in a year.  
Delinquent tax lists showed accruing 
debt.   

EXCESS BOOK 
SPECIALS 

By Paula Malak 
 
For August, we have Excess Book 
Specials once again.  The price includes 
tax.  Shipping is an additional $4 per 
book. 

 Tracing Your Ancestors in Public 
Records Office by Cox and Padfield 
– $2.00 

 Discovering Your English Ancestors 
by Milner and Jones – $3.00 

 Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry by 
Cory – $4.00 

 Finding Our Fathers by Rottenburg 
– $3.00 

 
We have a Bundle Special of our 
publications for August, September, and 
October.  The bundles feature Will 
County.  They are $20 each, including 
tax and shipping.  Each Bundle contains: 
 

 WTTC  36:3 – Monee Review 
Extracts 

 WTTC  29:2 – Frankfort Township  
 WTTC  28:3 – Washington/Will 

Township 
 WTTC  33:1 – Focus on Will 

County 
 WTTC  29:3 – Wilton and Lemont 

Townships  ■ 
__________________ 

See page 1 

AUGUST PROGRAM 
LOCATION: 

SSGHS Headquarters 
3000 W. 170th Place 

 

August 13 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

By Kenneth Schoon 
 

www.ssghs.org 
 

Refreshments served. 



AUGUST 2022 

South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society 
3000 West 170th Place 
Hazel Crest, IL  60429-1174 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

WHAT’S NEW  
 

IN THE LIBRARY 
________________________________ 

 
History of Blount County, Tennessee and 
its People 1795-1995;  [1995]. 
976.8885 H-HIS 

History of Willow Springs 1892-1992 : 
progress with tradition;  [1992]. 
977.3163 H-WIL 

Homewood-Flossmoor Community High 
School alumni directory 1959-2001; 
Homewood-Flossmoor High School 
[2001]. 
977.3168 D-HOM D 

Hornes: An American Family; Buckley, 
Gail Lumet [1986]. 
F H HORNE 

Hour of Good News : The Chicago  
Sunday Evening Club; Vitrano, Steven P. 
[1974]. 
977.311 H-VIT 

How to find your family history in U.S. 
church records : a genealogists's guide; 
Morton, Sunny Jane [2019]. 
929.1 MOR 

Illinois Conference 1853-1928 : Jubilee 
Album published in Commemoration of 
the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the 
Illinois Conference of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Augustana Synod;  [1928]. 
[no call listed] 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Richton Park) records : First Hundred 
Years (1852-1951); the church [2019]. 
977.3169 H-IMM 

Immanuel God With Us : The Story of 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran  
Congregation; Nordbrock, Richard F. 
[1987]. 
977.3169 H-IMM 

Immigration of Ljubuški Croats to 
America; Cuvalo, Ante [2016]. 
949.742 D-CUV 

In the Shadow of the Smokies:  Sevier 
County, Tennessee Cemeteries; Smoky 
Mountain Historical Society [1984]. 
976.8893 D-SMO 

LaSalle County Lore  [1992]. 
977.327 H-RAS 

Legendary Locals Of Lansing Illinois; 
Steinweg, Carrie [2012]. 
977.3167 H-STE 

Lifelines: Black Families In Chicago; 
Aschenbrenner, Joyce [1975]. 
977.311 H-ASC  ■ 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

August 13 – “Pullman:  The Man, 
   the Company, the Historical Park”  
   by Kenneth Schoon. 
 

September 10 – “Back to School:  
   Making the Most of School  
   Records” by Tina Beaird. 
 

October 8 – “What Our Ancestors  
   Ate” by Peg Kapustiak. 
 

November 12 – “Serendipity— 
   strange things that have happened  
   to me, and how this has affected  
   my search for family”  
   by Marilea Zajec. 

 
Refreshments served. 

 

 

SSGHS Library is a 
FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library  
 

SSGHS Research Library gives you 
onsite access to more than two billion 
digitized records and more. 
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