
N E W S S S G H S 

OCTOBER PROGRAM 
 

Foods of our Forefathers:   
The Cultural Context of 

Traditional and Ethnic Foods – 
Interesting histories regarding 

traditional (or weird and 
wonderful) ethnic foods and 

beverages  
 

October 8 
  
Your food memories, family recipes, and 
cultural heritages are unique, so why and 
how are they different from other 
families?  Can you tell which section of a 
country your ancestors lived in by the 
foods they ate?  And why are holiday 
foods so special and different?  

  
We will give you 
eleven reasons 
why your 
families ate the 
foods they did.  
Our speaker, Peg 
Kapustiak, has 

several years.  He used his woodworking 
talents to create the Legacy Tree, which 
records donations to the Legacy Fund.  ■ 
 
 
 

__________________ 
 

PULLMAN LOOKUPS 
AND PURCHASE ARE 

BACK ON TRACK! 
By Patty Higgins 

 
After the shutdown from Covid-19 and 
personnel changes, we had quite a 
backlog of Pullman lookups.  As of 
September 13, 2022, we are caught up!  
Thanks to Dave Ryan, Paula Cassidy, 
and other members who pitched in, we 
did several hundred lookups and fulfilled 
orders.  Throughout this backlog, new 
requests continued to come in and got 
processed.  We are now up to the current 
week with requests. 
 
If you requested a lookup or purchased 
files but did not receive them, please 
email pullman@ssghs.org, and we will 
check the status.  With the backlog 
cleared, we can start planning the next 
big project with Pullman:  indexing and 
fully alphabetizing the Pullman 
employee records.  It will take patience, 
dedication, and a lot of time, but it will 
be worth it.  Stay tuned for details.  ■ 

B.S. and a Master’s Degree in Foods 
and Nutrition, plus she has been 
researching her family genealogy and 
local Southside Chicago history for 
more than 40 years.  She has found 
several interesting family history 
connections between food and 
genealogy, which may help you.  
Please come and share your family 
food memories; of desserts, soups, 
main dishes, vegetables, holiday meals, 
etc., that are special to you.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

FORMER SSGHS 
PRESIDENT  

PASSES AWAY 
By Laurie Coolidge 

 
Former SSGHS President Robert 
Roach, 85, passed away on September 
2, 2022.  Bob joined the Society in 
November 1999.  In February 2001, he 
agreed to be the Tuesday afternoon 
librarian.  Bob joined the Board in May 
2001 to fill out someone’s term.  He 
compiled the SSGHS Research Series, 
volume 11, entitled Harvey, Illinois 
During World War II: Extractions from 
the Harvey Tribune, The Gold Star 
Honor Roll, and Letters to the Behind-
The-Lines Committee.  This volume 
contained an index to letters received 
by the Behind-The-Lines Committee, 
which had sent care packages to all the 
servicemen from the Harvey area 
during the war.  Bob served on the 
Relocation Committee, which found 
the Society a new home when we were 
forced to leave South Holland in 2003.  
He helped make our new home usable 
with a wall between The Library and 
the Pullman Collection.  Robert Roach 
was elected President of the Society in 
May 2003 and served in that capacity 
until April 2005.  Bob then continued 
to serve on the Board of Directors for 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
3000 West 170th Place 

Hazel Crest, Illinois 
708-335-3340 

(door at west end of municipal building) 
Ring library doorbell for access. 

 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:     1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday:   CLOSED 

Friday:  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 
  1st & 2nd 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  3rd, 4th, & 5th CLOSED 

Sunday: CLOSED 



project, often called “Digital 
Memory” or something similar.  Also, 
in Illinois, the Illinois State Archive’s 
Regional Archives Depositories 
(IRAD) may hold school records. 

Schools and Boards of Education 
must abide by FERPA (The Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act), 
a federal law that controls school 
records, much as HIPAA laws control 
medical records.  However, societies 
and other entities with school record 
collections are not bound by FERPA.  
■ 

__________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Hammond Historical Society 

 

Historic Oak Hill Cemetery Tour  
 

Sun., October 2, 2022, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Enter Oak Hill Cemetery from Kenwood 
Street, just east of Hohman Avenue 
(north of 165th Street).  This event is a 
walking tour of small guided groups over 
grassy paths through the historic 
cemetery, pausing at grave sites to hear 
the stories.  This year’s 
theme is about 
Hammond’s original 
First Responders and 
Public Officials.  Each 
tour is under an hour, 
$5 per adult.  ■ 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

S S G H S News 
 
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a 
membership benefit published monthly 
by South Suburban Genealogical & 
Historical Society.  SSGHS and the 
Society’s library serves south Cook and 
east Will Counties, Illinois.  We are an 
Illinois not-for-profit corporation and a 
501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organization. 
 

Telephone:  (708) 335-3340 
Web Address:  http://www.ssghs.org 

E-mail:  info@ssghs.org 
 
Research fee for a librarian — $20/hour  
(see website for Research Policy). 
 
The Annual Membership year     
runs from September 1, 2022, through 
August 31, 2023.  Dues are: 

 Individual   $30.00 

 Library or Society $30.00 

 Family (two people at the same 
   address)  $35.00  

 Contributing  $40.00 

 Supporting  $55.00 
 
General Membership Meetings are held 
the 2nd Saturday of each month, except 
December and January, at the Society’s 
headquarters, 3000 West 170th Place, 
Hazel Crest, in the Municipal Center 
building, between Dixie Highway and 
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of 
175th Street via California Avenue. 
 
Newsletter submissions are due by the 
15th of each month.  We do not assume 
responsibility for errors, though we will 
attempt to correct them.   
 

SSGHS News 
3000 W 170th Pl 

Hazel Crest  IL  60429-1174  
 

President:  Larry McClellan – 
mcclellan.larry@gmail.com 

 
Librarian:  

Laurie Coolidge – research@ssghs.org 
 

Editor:  
Mike Wolski – mwpullman@aol.com 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 
SUMMARY 

By Linda Swisher 
 
Approximately 29 people gathered in 
person and via Zoom to hear Tina 
Beaird discuss “Back to School: 
Making the Most of School Records.”  
Available records may range from 
school enumerations to tax records to 
yearbooks and photos.  Even those 
children too young to attend school 
may be included in a school 
enumeration, as a community had to 
show it contained enough children to 
form a school district. 
 
Tina’s strategy is to approach school 
records like a target:  the bulls-eye is 
the school itself, then work outward to 
the regional Board of Education, then 
still outward to the county and state 
boards.  Other hints: 

Newspapers often publish lists of 
graduates and the names of students 
participating in school programs, 
plays, or sports teams.  School items 
often appear in columns such as “25 
Years Ago.”  Your ancestor may be 
mentioned in such a column years 
after they attended school. 

Do not assume your ancestor 
graduated.  Student attendance 
typically fell off during spring 
planting and fall harvest.  Perhaps 
the student had to drop out in order 
to work, or the student joined the 
military, or the student died before 
graduation.  Yearbooks may honor 
students serving in the military, or 
the yearbook may have “In 
Memoriam” items for those who 
died. 

Records can be anywhere:  with the 
local school or Board of Education; 
in a local, regional, or state library 
or archive; or in a genealogical or 
historical society. 

Do not overlook Internet Archives 
or your state’s online history 

See page 1 

OCTOBER PROGRAM 
LOCATION: 

SSGHS Headquarters 
3000 W. 170th Place 

 

October 8 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

Foods of our Forefathers :  
What our Ancestors Ate 

By Peg Kapustiak 
 

Refreshments served. 



 
 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 1 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Tuesday, October 4 
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting  
at 7:00 p.m. — All members welcome. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, October 8 
10:00 a.m.—General Membership Meeting. 
Program:  Foods of our Forefathers : 
What our Ancestors Ate  
by Peg Kapustiak (also via Zoom).   
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, October 10 
Columbus Day. 
Indigenous People’s Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Saturday, October 15 
All membership renewals due.  After 
today, memberships will lapse. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Saturday, October 22 
Writer’s Group — at SSGHS,  
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.   
[The library is closed otherwise].    
 
Saturday, October 29 
SSGHS Library closed.   
 
Monday, October 31 
Halloween. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  ■ 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 

Use a County Atlas to locate your 
ancestor and then see how the children 
are marrying the children of their 
proximate neighbors!  They say the 
courting distance is eight miles! 
 
Maps can indicate how your ancestor 
might have left records in neighboring 
counties that you might not have 
found.  So, if you are missing 
important info, look in surrounding 
counties and townships.  Happy 
Hunting!  ■ 

__________________ 
 

EXCESS BOOK 
SPECIALS 

By Paula Malak 
 
We have Excess Book Specials for 
October.  The price includes tax.  
Shipping is an additional $4 per book. 

 Chicago and Cook County 
Sources by Szucs – $6.00 

 Chicago Medium Rare by Casey – 
$4.00 

 Chicago Metropolis of the 
Midwest Continent, 3rd edition by 
Cutter – $2.00 

 Chicago’s Southeast Side by 
Sellers and Pacygo – $10.00 

 

We have a Bundle Special of our 
publications for August, September, 
and October.  The bundles feature Will 
County.  They are $20 each, including 
tax & shipping.  Each Bundle contains: 
 

 WTTC  36:3 – Monee Review 
Extracts 

 WTTC  29:2 – Frankfort 
Township  

 WTTC  28:3 – Washington/Will 
Township 

 WTTC  33:1 – Focus on Will 
County 

 WTTC  29:3 – Wilton and Lemont 
Townships  ■ 

__________________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
FOR 2022-2023 

By Donna Work, 
V.P. of Membership 

  
Greetings to all Members!  As of 
September 19, 2022, we are happy to 
report we received 94 membership 
renewals and 14 new or returning 
member applications.  Counting our Life 
Members, our membership now stands at 
---128.  In addition to those Contributing 
and Supporting members, we have 
received $900 in donations. 
  
We greatly appreciate the loyalty and 
support of all our members, and we 
sincerely thank you for helping us to 
continue the important work of 
preserving the historical record of the 
Chicago Southland.  If you have not yet 
renewed your membership, please 
consider this gentle reminder of how 
important YOU are to this effort.  Thank 
you again, and Happy Hunting!  See you 
at the Library.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

ALWAYS USE MAPS IN 
YOUR RESEARCH 

By Donna Work 
 
Whenever I am working on an ancestor, I 
like to pull up a County map of the state 
and a township map of the county from 
Google to get a perspective on the 
community where they lived.  What is 
the nearest town?  How far are they from 
the County Seat?   How near are they to 
the border of the county or state?  Note 
that the census will tell you the name of 
the nearest post office.   
 
The FamilySearch Wiki of the County 
will tell you when the county was formed 
and name all the populated places, even 
some that have disappeared.  It will also 
show you how the county's borders 
changed and what prior counties began in 
the county you are researching. 



OCTOBER 2022 

South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society 
3000 West 170th Place 
Hazel Crest, IL  60429-1174 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

WHAT’S NEW  
 

IN THE LIBRARY 
________________________________ 

 
New International Webster's German & 
English Dictionary; Traupman, John C. 
[1997]. 
943 Z-TRA 

Oak Lawn Story; McKinlay, Archibald 
[2002]. 
977.3162 H-MCK 

Oak Park : the evolution of a village; 
Sokol, David M. [2011]. 
977.314 H-SOK 

Oak Park:  A Pictorial History; Guarino, 
Jean [1988]. 
977.314 H-GUA 

Old Paths in the New Purchase;  
Williams, Lindsey Wilger [1983]. 
977.161 H-WIL 

Pacific Garden Mission : A Doorway to 
Heaven;  [1942]. 
977.311 H-HEN 

Pebble In My Shoe: A Memoir; Flotz, 
Katherine Hoeger [2005]. 
973.09497 FLO 

Periods In Highland History; Grant, I. 
F. [2000]. 
941 H-GRA 

Pictorial History of American Labor; 
Cahn, William [1972]. 
331 CAH 

Pilgrim Miles Standish : First Manx 
American; Young, G. V. C. [1985]. 
F H STANDISH 

Polish Genealogy:  Four Steps to  
Success; Szabados, Stephen [2013]. 
943.8 A-SZA 

Presenting...Homewood and Flossmoor;  
[c. 1958]. 
977.3168 H-PRE 

Recollections of the Ball Family of 
South Carolina and The Comingtee 
Plantation; Deas, Anne Simons [1909]. 
F H BALL 

Recollections:  Story of Villa Park,  
Illinois;  [1976]. 
977.324 H-HER 

Record of the Davis Family 1756-
1932 : Being a Record of William Davis 
and Izabella Scott and their descendants  
[c. 1933]. 
F H DAVIS 

Roster Of Confederate Soldiers 1861-
1865; Hewett, Janet B. [1995]. 
973.7 D-HEW  ■ 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

October 8 – “What Our Ancestors  
   Ate” by Peg Kapustiak. 
 

November 12 – “Serendipity— 
   strange things that have happened  
   to me, and how this has affected  
   my search for family”  
   by Marilea Zajec. 
 
December & January – 
   Winter break  – no programs. 

 
Refreshments served. 

 

 

SSGHS Library is a 
FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library  
 

SSGHS Research Library gives you 
onsite access to more than two billion 
digitized records and more, including 
400-million images not currently  
available to the public, outside of an  
Affiliate Library or a FamilySearch 
Family History Center. 
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U.S. Postage 
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Have you renewed your membership?  


