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NOVEMBER PROGRAM
Serendipity — strange things
that have happened to me, and
how this has affected my search
for family
November 12
From Marilea
Zajec,
My first
connection with
SSGHS was more
than 50 years ago
when I signed up
for classes with
Barbara Dalby,
then President of
SSGHS. I was on the Society's Board of
Directors in the 1970s, but then I took
many years off to work full-time. In the
mid-1990s, I became active again and
served as Secretary, Vice-President, and
finally President from 1997-2001.
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NEWS

I was a music teacher in public schools
for more than 20 years but have now
been retired for 30 years. I played the
bassoon and contra-bassoon in several
musical organizations, but most
recently was Music Director of the
South Suburban Dulcimer and Folk
Music Society, where I played
pennywhistle.
For the program, I will present many
instances of serendipity that have had
major impacts on my genealogical
quests and successes, spanning more
than 50 years of family history
research. ■
__________________

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
FOR 2022-2023
By Donna Work,
V.P. of Membership
At present, our membership stands at
163. A total of 125 members and
Libraries have renewed their
memberships, and we have 21 Life
members. In addition, six recently past
members have returned. We appreciate
everyone and your continued support
for SSGHS, especially in these
unsettling times. So many of you are
long-time members and have been with
us through many changes. We
sincerely thank you.
We welcome 11 new members,
including two Libraries: Katie Baker
from Fair Oaks, Calif., Lisa Bronson
and Anne Blue-Sigler from
Homewood, Ill., Belinda Brouette
from Austin, Texas, Walter Erickson
from Saint Michael, Minn.,
Fred Panning from Mebane, N.C.,

Thanks for renewing!

Karen Nelson-Rogers from
Westminster, Colo., Edward Sanzo from
Richton Park, Ill., The Urbana Free
Library in Urbana, Ill., and Richard
Gavel and The Tinley Park Historical
Society in Tinley Park, Ill.
We are committed to helping you grow
your family tree and preserve the history
of the Chicago Southland.
If you live locally, come to the Library,
and if you are far away, we will see you
on ZOOM. Happy Hunting! ■
__________________

A PROBATE
DICTIONARY
By Donna Work
If you are working with wills and probate
records, these are terms you need to
know:
 Testate: a person dying with a will
 Intestate: a person dying without a
will
 Bequeath: a testate bequeaths
personal property but devises real
estate property
 Devisor: the person giving property
in a will
 Devisee: the person receiving
property in a will
 Codicil: an addendum that alters or
supplements a will’s original
provisions
 Dower: colonial law for a widow to
receive 1/3 of her husband’s estate
for life
 Executor/Executrix: the person
named by the testate to carry out the
will’s provisions
 Administrator/Administratrix: the
person appointed by the court to
settle the estate of an intestate .
■
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S S G H S News
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a
membership benefit published monthly
by South Suburban Genealogical &
Historical Society. SSGHS and the
Society’s library serves south Cook and
east Will Counties, Illinois. We are an
Illinois not-for-profit corporation and a
501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organization.
Telephone: (708) 335-3340
Web Address: http://www.ssghs.org
E-mail: info@ssghs.org
Research fee for a librarian — $20/hour
(see website for Research Policy).
The Annual Membership year
runs from September 1, 2022, through
August 31, 2023. Dues are:
 Individual
$30.00
 Library or Society $30.00
 Family (two people at the same
address)
$35.00
 Contributing
$40.00
 Supporting
$55.00
General Membership Meetings are held
the 2nd Saturday of each month, except
December and January, at the Society’s
headquarters, 3000 West 170th Place,
Hazel Crest, in the Municipal Center
building, between Dixie Highway and
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of
175th Street via California Avenue.
Newsletter submissions are due by the
15th of each month. We do not assume
responsibility for errors, though we will
attempt to correct them.
SSGHS News
3000 W 170th Pl
Hazel Crest IL 60429-1174
President: Larry McClellan –
mcclellan.larry@gmail.com
Librarian:
Laurie Coolidge – research@ssghs.org
Editor:
Mike Wolski – mwpullman@aol.com

OCTOBER PROGRAM
SUMMARY
By Patty Higgins
Our hybrid meeting in person and
Zoom was a fascinating look at food as
a reflection of culture. The attendance
was 19 people in person, and 12 people
attended via Zoom. Peg made
available a couple of handouts. One
was a self-quiz for where certain foods
originated, and the other was a summary of points and details about food.
Peg showed a map of the ethnic groups
represented within blocks of Hull
House. The map looked like a multicolored quilt. Chicago is truly a
melting pot of cultures and reflected in
our restaurants and foods.
Foods reflect specific cultures of their
area, but food also travels as cultures
come into contact through war or trade
and migration. Many foods are adapted
or represented by similar foods. For
example, kale was the root of cabbage,
cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, kohlrabi,
collard greens, and broccoli.
There are 11 reasons why foods
become associated with various ethnic
groups:
1. Is the food available all the time or
most of the time? Does it naturally
grow, or is it harvested there?
2. Is it easily grown or raised in the
region?
3. Does the climate lend itself to
production? Is it too cold? Too
hot? Too wet?
4. Will it keep through the Winter?
Many people used to succumb to
starvation in the spring with
depleted food stores, and new
crops had not yet started to grow.
5. How safe is the water? Water is
combined and heated: coffee, tea,
and chocolate, also used in soups
and stews, also used to cook rice,
corn mush, and mashed potatoes.

6. Is it easily imported into the area?
7. Was the area invaded in the past and
incorporated into the local culture?
8. There are traditional inexpensive
foods but very nutritious, such as
organ meats, less used cuts of meats,
etc.
9. Some foods start to be perceived as
having “higher status,” such as white
bread vs. rye or coarse bread. Corn
is seen as a treat in the United States,
but other countries see it as animal
feed. There is “edible by me” and
“not edible by me.” For example,
bugs and organ meats.
10. Religious restrictions.

11. Holiday and special foods used.
For example, sweets made with
more expensive white sugar instead
of brown sugar. Some are rare or
seasonal foods.
To explore your food culture, Peg
recommends that you examine
cookbooks from within your family or
from public libraries. Travel guides also
feature “ethnic” foods and local foods.
Talk to family and friends to learn more
about traditional goods.
A helpful book is Encyclopedia of Food
and Culture, three volumes. It is
available in many local libraries and also
as an e-book in some locations.
Linda Swisher pointed out that recipes
passed down from previous generations
may provide genealogical clues when
doing research.
__________________
This year there is one more General
Membership Meeting on November 12
before the winter/holiday break in
December and January. The new year of
meetings will start in February.
__________________
Also, another program summary tidbit is
that there is a TV show on PBS or
YouTube called A Taste of History. ■
__________________

—————————————————–————–——————————————–———————————————

A VISIT TO
PULLMAN CAR WORKS
By Donna Work
Pullman, Ill., April 14th, 1899
Col. Charles S. Sweet,
Sec’y. Pres’t. Pullman Company,
Chicago,
My Dear Mr. Sweet,
Permit me to report that on
yesterday afternoon about fifty teachers
from the city normal school accompanied by
nearly as many pupils, visited the town and
car works. When a party is composed so
largely of women I always try and select a
route where there is the least likelihood of
the possibility of accident to any of the
thoughtless enthusiastic and voluminouslyskirted seekers of knowledge by observation.
I first took them through the Li Hung
Chang province (the laundry) of the
Company where they saw the processes of
cleansing forty thousand pieces of linen a
day, and then through the first Pullman
Car (old No. 9.) and then through two
first class modern Pullman cars. They then
saw cars in all stages of construction, as
well as the processes of fashioning wood and
iron into forms for use in cars. The hours
seemed happy ones for these visitors and
they expressed great delight with the
wonderful things they saw. When the
warm day was done and they assembled to
take cars for home, they were weary, dustcovered, souvenir-laden but joyous and
cheery. The setting sun-light and the
easterly lengthening shadows never fell
upon happier hearts than those of our
visitors of yesterday.
Sincerely Yours,
Duane Doty

This letter was found among letters
written to the Pullman Car Works, held
at the SSGHS Library. ■
__________________

MORE WHAT’S NEW

IN THE LIBRARY
_______________________________
CONT from page 4. . .
The Stadium 1929-1994 : the official
commemorative history of the Chicago
Stadium; Hayner, Don [1993].
977.311 H-HAY
Thomasville, Georgia : A Place Apart;
[1985].
975.898 H-THO
Through Charley's door; Kimbrough,
Emily [1952].
977.311 H-KIM
Tradition Endures: Flossmoor Country
Club 1899-1999; Flossmoor Country
Club Centennial Book Committee
[1999].
977.3168 H-FLO
Vice Lords: Warriors of the Streets;
Keiser, R. Lincoln [1969].
977.311 H-KEI
Waconia Paradise Of The Northwest :
The Lake and its Island; [1986].
977.653 H-WAC
Walker Family History; Lansford,
Delores Caylor [1993].
F H WALKER
WGN: A Pictorial History; Fink, John
[1961].
977.311 H-FIN
World War I genealogy research
guide : tracing American military and
noncombatant ancestors; Dudek, Debra
M. [2019].
973.9 DUD
END NEW BOOKS 2019 ■

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Tuesday, November 1
All Saints Day.
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting
at 7:00 p.m. — All members welcome.
SSGHS Library open
from 1:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 2
All Souls’ Day.
SSGHS Library open
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 5
SSGHS Library open
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 8
Election Day.
SSGHS Library open
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Friday, November 11
Veterans Day.
SSGHS Library closed.
Saturday, November 12
10:00 a.m.—General Membership Meeting.
Program: Serendipity — strange things
that have happened to me, and how this
has affected my search for family
by Marilea Zajec.(also via Zoom).
SSGHS Library open
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 19
SSGHS Library closed.
Thursday, November 24
Thanksgiving Day.
SSGHS Library closed.
Friday, November 25
Day after Thanksgiving Day.
Feast of St. Catherine of Alexandria.
SSGHS Library closed.
Saturday, November 26
SSGHS Library closed. ■
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WHAT’S NEW

Slave Narratives; [2000].
326 SLA
Standard Club's First Hundred Years
1869-1969; [1969].
977.311 H-STA

IN THE LIBRARY
________________________________
Roster Of Union Soldiers, 1861-1865,
The; Hewett, Janet B. [1997-2000].
973.7 D-HEW U
Rural historic structural survey of
Washington Township, Will County,
Illinois; [2018].
977.3255 D-RUR

Steel Serves the Nation 1901-1951 :
The Fifty Year Story of United States
Steel; Fisher, Douglas A. [1951].
669.1 FIS
Story of McLean County and its
Schools; Brigham, William B. [1951].
977.359 H-BRI
Swedish Chicago; Peterson, Paul
Michael [2003].
977.311 H-PET

Saint Jerome Croatian Catholic Church
in Chicago : church records as a source
of ethnic history; Cuvalo, Ante [2013].
977.311 D-CUV

Swedish Settlements on the South Shore
of Lake Michigan; Schoon, Kenneth J.
[2018].
977.29 H-SCH

Scottish clan & family encyclopedia : ;
Way, George [1998].
944 D-WAY

The Descendants of Governor Edward
Winslow Generations 1-8; Watson,
Marston [2019].
974.48 H-MAY

Sixty Years a Builder : The Autobiography of Henry Ericsson; Ericsson, Henry
[1942].
977.311 H-ERI
Standard Steel Car Company and its Labor Problems from 1906 to 1919; Gorman, Patricia [2019].
977.299 H-GOR

The Descendants of Thomas Rogers
Through His Grandchildren Thomas
Rogers and Elizabeth Rogers generation
6; Baker, Peggy M. [2019].
974.48 H-MAY
MORE BOOKS CONT page 3. . .

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:
November 12 – “Serendipity—
strange things that have happened
to me, and how this has affected
my search for family”
by Marilea Zajec.
December & January –
Winter break – no programs.
February 11, 2023 – TBA.
Refreshments served.

SSGHS Library is a
FamilySearch Affiliate
Library
SSGHS Research Library gives you
onsite access to more than two billion
digitized records and more, including
400-million images not currently
available to the public, outside of an
Affiliate Library or a FamilySearch
Family History Center.

