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PULLMAN RECORDS: 
YOU NEVER KNOW WHO 

YOU WILL FIND 
By Patty Higgins 

 
As I spend time with the Pullman files 
preparing to start the indexing project, I 
am constantly making discoveries.  A 
significant number of yellow cards have 
a red “A” stamped at the top of the card.  
This stamp is just one of a myriad of 
notations and abbreviations that appear 
on the records.  Unfortunately, we have 
no key to what the abbreviations mean.  
The red “A” was particularly puzzling.  
 
Laurie Coolidge, Ken Carlborg, and I 
spent some time brainstorming, trying to 
figure it out.  We finally gave up, and I 
went back to transcribing records.  Then 
I found two cards for the same person.  
One had the red “A” on it.  On the other 
card, there was a series of dates, with the 
last one including the notation:  
transferred to aircraft division.  The light 
bulb went off!  The red “A” indicated the 
individual who worked in the aircraft 
division during World War II.  

work with a good sidekick!!  Happy 
hunting to everyone!  And have a happy, 
healthy, and peaceful Holiday Season.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

DON’T MISS THIS! 
By Susan Bain-Williams 

 
The Publication Committee is caught up 
with all the issues!  We are working on 
the last one for 2022, and the 2023 issues 
have been settled.  We will cover 
Agriculture for the Spring/Summer 
edition and Railroads for the Fall/Winter 
edition.   
 
This writing is where YOU come in.  
Please send articles, memories, or family 
stories about either subject to 
info@SSGHS.org.  We would love to 
include them in the Journal or the 
Newsletter, as appropriate.   
 
Another area we would love to share is 
how you broke your brick walls in your 
research.  Adding a personal touch to our 
periodicals would be a good addition for 
2023.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
Think of SSGHS and give your friend or 
family a gift membership to our Society.  
What a great way to support SSGHS and 
to start a rewarding life-long hobby!   Fill 
out the application form on sssghs.org.  
These membership Gift Certificates 
make the perfect gift!  ■ 

I vaguely recall my mother saying she 
worked helping build airplanes during 
the war.  Of course, I never asked for 
details.  On a hunch, I pulled the box 
where my mother’s name would be 
listed and found a card in her maiden 
name.  It lacks the red “A,” but her 
employee number is preceded by an 
AC, which appears to indicate aircraft 
division.  In one of those serendipity 
moments, the employee card start date 
was almost exactly 80 years from the 
day when I found the card.  Apparently, 
my mother was once a Rosie the 
Riveter! 
 
I took a closer look at the box of yellow 
cards and realized that many stamped 
cards were women.  Many men served 
in the military, and women stepped up 
to work in factories.  In addition, 
women were smaller and lighter and 
could fit into places where men could 
not while constructing airplane wings.  
Looking at the collection of records, as 
a whole, revealed another facet of 
Pullman history.  ■ 

__________________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
FOR 2022-2023 

By Donna Work 
  
We currently have 177 members, down 
from the 188 we recorded at this same 
time last year.  Over the past month, we 
have received ten more membership 
renewals, two former members have 
returned, and two new members have 
joined.  
 
We welcome Christiana Sinars of 
Orland Park, Illinois, and Carol 
Hable of Buffalo, Minnesota.  We 
sincerely appreciate the support and 
generosity of all of our members.  
Please consider encouraging a relative, 
friend, or neighbor to join our Society.  
Research is much more fun when you 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
3000 West 170th Place 

Hazel Crest, Illinois 
708-335-3340 

(door at west end of municipal building) 
Ring library doorbell for access. 

 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:     1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday:   CLOSED 

Friday:  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 
  1st & 2nd 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  3rd, 4th, & 5th CLOSED 

Sunday: CLOSED 



destroyed.  Not having the libraries 
rebuilt yet, they referred her to 
Charleston, Miss.  As it happens, her 
husband spent some time in Charleston 
early in his career.  After delivering the 
books to the library, she found they 
needed children’s books.  She started 
collecting materials which led to meeting 
distant people who had connections to 
her husband years before they had met.  
She learned a great deal about her 
husband’s family connections and 
genealogy while working on a project 
that had nothing to do with genealogy. 
 

Sometimes Serendipity is getting a name 
from a distant cousin of an even more 
distant cousin back in Germany.  While 
planning to visit Germany with her 
husband and daughter, she got in touch 
with that relative.  They were able to visit 
and have an authentic German meal 
(smoked eel, anyone?).  
 

Serendipity can also be stopping in a 
small random town in Tennessee to find 
a phone to find a cemetery.  Going into 
the only business appearing to be open, 
we found the proprietor is not only 
knowledgeable about the family, and the 
ancestor’s grave they were seeking is 
actually on that woman’s land.  
 

As Marilea finished her stories, several 
people attending in person told 
serendipity-type stories that happened to 
them.  It seems as tho’ all genealogical 
people have those unexplained 
encounters that lead to breakthroughs. 
 

Linda Swisher mentioned the books, 
Psychic Roots and More Psychic 
Roots by Henry Z. Jones, and that they 
tell many more stories of unexplained en-
counters while doing genealogy research. 
 

This program was the last meeting for the 
year.  We had sixteen people in-person 
and twelve people via Zoom, and we met 
in the SSGHS library as Hazel Crest 
Village had another event scheduled in 
the gym.  It made for a cozy gathering 
with a great sense of sharing.  See 
everyone in February!  Regular hours 
continue through the winter.  ■ 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

S S G H S News 
 
SSGHS News (ISSN 0896-4408) is a 
membership benefit published monthly 
by South Suburban Genealogical & 
Historical Society.  SSGHS and the 
Society’s library serves south Cook and 
east Will Counties, Illinois.  We are an 
Illinois not-for-profit corporation and a 
501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organization. 
 

Telephone:  (708) 335-3340 
Web Address:  http://www.ssghs.org 

E-mail:  info@ssghs.org 
 
Research fee for a librarian — $20/hour  
(see website for Research Policy). 
 
The Annual Membership year     
runs from September 1, 2022, through 
August 31, 2023.  Dues are: 

 Individual   $30.00 

 Library or Society $30.00 

 Family (two people at the same 
   address)  $35.00  

 Contributing  $40.00 

 Supporting  $55.00 
 
General Membership Meetings are held 
the 2nd Saturday of each month, except 
December and January, at the Society’s 
headquarters, 3000 West 170th Place, 
Hazel Crest, in the Municipal Center 
building, between Dixie Highway and 
Kedzie Avenue, and a half-mile north of 
175th Street via California Avenue. 
 
Newsletter submissions are due by the 
15th of each month.  We do not assume 
responsibility for errors, though we will 
attempt to correct them.   
 

SSGHS News 
3000 W 170th Pl 

Hazel Crest  IL  60429-1174  
 

President:  Larry McClellan – 
mcclellan.larry@gmail.com 

 
Librarian:  

Laurie Coolidge – research@ssghs.org 
 

Editor:  
Mike Wolski – mwpullman@aol.com 

NOVEMBER PROGRAM 
SUMMARY 

By Patty Higgins 
 
Our last meeting of the year was held 
in the SSGHS library.  Marilea Zajec is 
a past president of SSGHS and has 
been researching for 50 years.  During 
that time, she had many unexpected 
experiences.  Serendipity is defined as 
finding something good without 
looking for it.  It is different from luck.  
Serendipity leads to good things, 
whereas luck can be good or bad. 
 
Marilea has been working on an 
autobiography and realized how many 
of her breakthroughs came Serendipity.  
She had so many great stories.  She 
traveled to Missouri to interview an 
elderly relative in a nursing home.  
Suffering from dementia, the relative 
could not help much, but she had a 
visitor who turned out to know rela-
tives of Marilea.  In fact, she had some 
items from cleaning out an estate of a 
distant relative.  She offered them to 
Marilea, and that is how she acquired a 
nearly life-sized portrait of her second 
great-grandparents and a portrait of her 
second great-grandmother. 
 
Another time Marilea visited her 
mother in a nursing home and found 
her napping.  To pass the time she 
picked up a newspaper for the town 
where her mother grew up.  There was 
a feature story of a woman who 
arranged tours back to Ireland.  Her 
name had the last name as a line of 
Marilea’s family.  She got in touch 
with Rosemary Stipe and found 
connections previously unknown.  If 
not for her mother napping and picking 
up the paper to read to pass the time, 
she never would have encountered 
Rosemary. 
 
After Marilea’s husband passed away, 
she looked for a new home for a set of 
classic books.  It was just after 
Hurricane Katrina, and she contacted 
the states where several libraries were 



 
 

—————————————————–————–——————————————–——————————————— 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2022 
Feast of St. Francis Xavier. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, December 10 
No General Membership Meeting. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Saturdays, December 17 & 24 & 31 
SSGHS Library closed.   
 
Friday, December 23 
St. John of Kanty (Cantius) Feast Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 
New Year’s Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Saturday, January 7 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, January 10 
SSGHS Board of Directors Meeting  
at 7:00 p.m. — All members welcome. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, January 14  
No General Membership Meeting. 
SSGHS Library open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, January 16 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
SSGHS Library closed. 
 
Saturdays, January 21 & 28 
SSGHS Library closed.  ■ 
_________________________________ 

DECEMBER‘22—
JANUARY‘23 CALENDAR 

PULLMAN MEETS 
SSGHS 

By Donna Work 
  
On Thursday, November 10, we 
opened the SSGHS Library for Teri 
Gage from the Pullman National 
Monument and Rebecca Conant from 
the Historic Pullman Foundation.  
Nathaniel Parks and Andrew Bullen 
from the Foundation Archives 
Committee also attended.  They were 
very impressed by the scope of our 
Pullman Standard Car Works 
Collection and Employee Records.  We 
discussed ways that SSGHS could 
contribute to the Pullman experience 
and how we could promote the 
Pullman Employee Records at the 
National Monument and during the 
Historic Pullman House Tour.  We 
look forward to co-operating on future 
projects.  Larry McClellan and Donna 
Work attended a Civic Engagement 
Event at the National Monument on 
Tuesday, November 15, to establish 
SSGHS as a stakeholder in plans for 
the Pullman National Monument.  ■ 

__________________ 

BOOK SPECIALS 
By Paula Malak 

 
We have Excess Book Specials for 
December.  The price includes tax.  Pick 
up at Library or $4 each for shipping, 
additional books ship at $2. 

 Cite your sources by Richard S. 
Lackey – $2.00 

 The Researchers’ Guide to American 
Genealogy by Val Greenwood – 
$10.00 

 Becoming an Accredited 
Genealogist by Karen Clifford – 
$7.50 

 The Weekend Genealogist by Marcia 
Y. Melnyk – $5.00 

 The Genealogist Google Toolbox by 
Lisa L. Cooke – $5.00 
  

Specials for January.  Pick up at Library 
or $4 each for shipping, additional books 
ship at $2. 

 Extraordinary Groups by Wm. M. 
Kephart – $3.00 

 Unpuzzling Your Past, 2nd edition by 
Emily A. Croom – $4.00 

 Organizing Your Family History 
Search by Sharon D. Carmack –
 $4.00 

 The Genealogists Companion and 
Sourcebook by Emily A. Croom –
 $6.00 

 
The Bundle Special of our publications 
on sale for December, January, and 
February will cost $30 each, which 
includes tax & shipping.  Each Bundle 
contains: 
 

 Research series 2 - Able Bodied Men 
 Churches of the Greater Roseland 

Area 
 1928 Anniversary - Assumption BVM 
 Research series 5 - Schools 
 Pictorial Roseland 

■ 
 

 

SSGHS Library is a 
FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library  
 

SSGHS Research Library gives you 
onsite access to more than two billion 
digitized records and more, including 
400-million images not currently  
available to the public, outside of an  
Affiliate Library or a FamilySearch 
Family History Center.  In addition, 
you get the helpful assistance of 
SSGHS volunteer library staff.   
Information on affiliated Libraries:  
https://www.familysearch. 
org/blog/en/familysearch-affiliate-
library-faq/?cid=bl-fsb-8385 



DECEMBER 2022— 
JANUARY 2023 

South Suburban Genealogical & Historical Society 
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WHAT’S NEW  
 

IN THE LIBRARY 
________________________________ 

 
BEGIN NEW BOOKS 2020 

101 Best Genealogy Research Tips  
[2006]. 
929.1 ONE 

American Place-Names : A Concise and 
Selective Dictionary for the Continental 
United States of America; Stewart, 
George R. [1970]. 
910.3 STE 

Beginner's Guide To Using Tax Lists; 
Carroll, Cornelius [1996]. 
929.1 CAR 

Blue Island's Raceway Park;  
Kalwasinski, Stan [2009]. 
977.3162 H-KAL 

Book of Chicagoans : A Biographical 
Dictionary of Leading Men of the City 
of Chicago  [1905]. 
977.311 D-MAR 

Cadets, Cannons and Legends : the 
Football History of Morgan Park  
Military Academy; Ziemba, Joe 
[2018]. 
977.3161 H-ZIE 

Calumet High School reunion books 
[n. d.]. 
977.315 D-CAL R 

Census Substitutes & State Census 
Records; Dollarhide, William [2020]. 
317.3 DOL 

Cicero; Mafrici, Thomas B. [2009]. 
974-765 H-MAF 

City of Palos Hills 50th anniversary : 
October 25, 2008. 
977.3163 H-CIT 

Do You Have a Bad Case of  
Genealogy Block? : Try these 10  
simple steps to recover; Waterfield, 
Marjorie [1990]. 
929.1 WAT 

Edwards Family; Roberts, Clarence V. 
[n. d.]. 
F H EDWARDS 

Eliminate Genealogy Clutter; Whiting, 
Serene Henrie [1999]. 
929.1 WHI 

Empehi 1937 : M.P. Family Round-Up 
[1992]. 
977.3161 D-MOR R  ■ 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

December & January – 
   Winter break  – no programs. 
 
February 11, 2023 – “Find My Past” 
   via zoom, by Christine Cohen. 
 
March 11 – Orphan Train film  
   by Mike Keene. 
 
April 15 – “German Immigration to 
   the Midwest (1848 – 1900)”  
   by Scott Norrick.  
 
May 13 – Show & Tell. 
 
June 10 – “Researching Online –  
   Websites and More – Updates for  
   2023” by Peg Kapustiak. 
 
July 8 – Pullman Field Trip. 
 
August 12 – “Making History  
   Relevant” by Tina Beaird. 
 
Sept. 9 – “History of Chicagoland in  
   Maps” by Tanya Smith. 
 
October 14 – “Mixers & Shakers” 
   by Debra Dudek. 
 
November 11 – T.B.A.  
 

Refreshments served. 
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We are staffed by volunteers.  
Please call the Library during 

“iffy” weather.  Thank you. 


